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FOREWORD 


A year or so ago the writer upon retirement from active 
business sought as an occupation or hobby to set down a few 
random thoughts or recollections, not only as a diversion 
for himself but also for the entertainment of his family and 
friends. As he progressed he began to realize that it was 
no small task he had set himself; nevertheless, as time was-- 
available and the will to do it, he persisted even though 
the "random thoughts" became expanded into a more or less 
detailed history of his life. We trust we have not been 
too verbose in setting it down. 


We trust too that the reader will pardon the free use .. 
of the first person; without which indeed it would not be 
possible to write an autobiography. 


The historical bits interjected here and there are, we. 


believe, authentic, Where we ourselves were present or con- 
cerned in the action, we know they are. 


Toledo, Ohio 
June, 1950 Bos 5. 


-——O0—-—— 


ovigtse mort dremoxitexn cnoqu tetiaw sat og om ta Tey A 

wst 8 nwob tee of yddod to noktsqwooo ws ee tiyuos sesoteud 
colaszevib « as yico ton amottosiiose vo edruvod? mobos 

hep vilset eff to tromrindred se oid sot coals sud tieemid rot 

asw ti tedt estisee: ot spyed 9d. beszetgorg ei wh .shoeitt 

‘Baw emit as ,2aoledinovem tg @ Dall e . tent Sisme on 
txeould deve botokhereq eu Of 1§ Dae ape ngR 
aeel xo ato ovnk be: ED odd imof 


aoed ton evo ‘ow few 


eau sett at mobray Lhiw rtabeos oa gn oot tevas oW t 


ad tom pivow dt hoebrs. ok 3 to (Mosteg FSttt echt bai 
al ‘a a eto otdiest 


aw ,9is ore tin fe.3 eras bevset 8: i a % a 
~G09 ‘IO a orgew aew L a ew ated 
. 28u8 ik 1 


* 4a yo 
ainy > 
% a b 
4 Pers 4 q* ; 7 | } 
ORL BVA We Er 4 
Z ) ; ‘ ] ao i ay. i. Ame ; ‘ Po ¢ \ "i 
Lise: pete 1 94 Ls Lyte hs 
: ae: 
: _ v7 net i 
‘| 1, ae ine 4 


47 aa. i 


(yi eh UN elias i 
eeeaar ty 68.65: Pi 


CONTENTS 


Genealogical and Historical 

Life in Attica 

The Leonard Farm 

A Trip to the 0ld Stone Mill 

More About the Farm 

The Old Shanks Farm 

LI Start to School 

The Attica Journal and the Old Printing Office 

Life in Attica (continued) 

Vacation Visit to Pittsburgh 

Removal to Toledo 

Life in Toledo 

Train Newsboy 

Visit to Attica 

Hotel Life in Toledo in the 1890's 

Home Conditions and a Railroad Trip 

Life at Hotel Madison 

Frederick Prentice 

Life at Boody House 

Home Conditions 

A Future Develops 

High School 

Life in the 01d Town 

The Century Run 

Boys and Girls of Old Attica 

The Telephone Exchange in Attica 

Last Year of School 

Back to Toledo 

The Postal Service 

Esperanto 

Marriage van 

Retirement from Postal Service 

A Future is Sought 

Service with the State of Ohio 

I Enter the Business World 

Afterwards 

index, Paris I, 1. and ‘Lit 
Extracts from H. G. Blaine diaries 


—-- O -- 


LOZ 
104 
End cf Book 


ii it 


pol 


4008 9 bail 


¢ 
axed Smaecn e 
toe enore b10 add of parte (| 
: ~ ony stoM 
6 pL0 eft 


eer oF tante : 
+2 arene bf£0 edt bos ieatvol sorrsA 
“i ( dbeuatdno ) soreth af ei 
daxudettiT ot teeiv aotdeoey 


t 
ibe ae 8 Bay 3 
fyi te oy at 


ao 
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Genealogical and Historical 


I was born June 27, 1880, on the William Finley Leonard farm in Venice 
Township, Seneca County, Ohio, about 2% miles east of the village of Attica 
on the Tiffin Road. This farm in the organic history of the township was 
pert of the so-called School Lands set aside in the original Government land 
survey to be sold to provide an income for school purposes. The Leonard 
farm lay in that part of Venice Township called the Gore; that is, the elong- 
ated, triangular part lying between the southern and eastern borders of 
Seneca County and the line of the old Sandusky and Columbus turnpike. The 
farm as bought by Mr. Lecnard in 1849 had 101 acres of land which became re- 
duced to 65 acres in later years due to his selling off portions at different 
times. Up to about 1905 there was a road at the eastern border of the farm 
running south from the Tiffin Road across Honey Creek. This road about a quar- 
ter mile north of the creek passed the old Leonard homestead where my parents 
_ lived after their marriage in 1877. The southern boundary of the farm was 
formed by Honey Creek, a shallow stream that has its source in the marshlands, 
locally called the Muck, a few miles east and flows its way westward until 
its confluence with the Sandusky River a few miles below Tiffin. 


William Finley Leonard was the son of Avery Leonard, a pioneer blacksmith 
and farmer of Venice Township who was among the first to take up land there, 
his warrant being dated Sept. 28, 1833, for 160 acres in the Gore. William 
Finley, usually called Finley and whom I as a lad called "Grandpa Leonard", 
was married to Margaret Jane Moore in Venice Township in 1849 and in the same 
year purchased his farm. Margaret was daughter of Maurice and Hannah (Davies) 
Moore, from Hunterdon County, New Jersey, who settled in Venice Township in 
1834 and raised a large family there. Mrs. Moore was a sister of Ann (Nancy) 
Davies, the grandmother of Harry Gordon Blaine, the father of the writer of | 
this sketch. This will explain the connection between the Leonard and the 
Blaine families for the purpose of this history. 


My father, Harry Gordon Blaine, was the son of William Irvine and Nancy 
(Voshall) Blaine; and my mother was Lucy Elise Shanks, eldest daughter of 
James and Sarah Jane (Tanner) Shanks, farmers of Richmond Township, Huron 
County, Ohio, which bordered Seneca County a few miles east of the Leonard 
farm. The Shanks family is of Scotch-Irish descent, coming to eastern Ohio 
from Somerset County, Pennsylvania, about the year 1808. Likewise, the 
Blaines are of the same general stock, coming first to America from North Ire- 
land in 1745, settling in eastern Pennsylvania. My father was left a quasi- 
orphan by the Civil War for the reason that his father at the outbreak of the 
Rebellion immediately enlisted in the Union forces and was absent during the 
entire struggle. In 1861 the elder Blaine was living in Fairmont, Virginia, 
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(now West Virginia) where he had employment as a printer; and on learning of 
President Lincoln's call for volunteers to put down the rebelliousSoutherners 
at once left his family, hastened to Altoona, Pennsylvania, and joined the 
"Juniata Rifles". He enlisted for three months' service but unhappily, the 
war did not end in this short time as had been expected and my grandfather 

then enlisted for further service until the end of the war. His continued 
absence froin home and the requirements of his family of wife and four small 
children made it necessary that my grandmother go to live with her relatives, 
tus Hoffmans, in Cadiz, Harrison County, Ohio, in 1861; and as these good folk 
hed a large family of their own, it became further necessary that some arrange- 
treat be made for the support of at least two of the Blaine children. In this 
energency the oldest girl, Hlla, and my father, Harry Gordon, were taken to 
live with relatives in Seneca County, Ella finding sanctuary in the home of 
Maurice and Hannah Moore and Harry with the Leonards, as stated. Hannah Moore, 
maiden mame Davies, was a sister of the grandmother of the Blaine children, thus 
their great-aunt; and Margaret Jane Leonard was the daughter of Hannah Moore. 
This will explain the "transplanting" of a part of the Blaine family from their 
ancestral state, Pennsylvania, to Ohio, 


I had two brothers older than myself, twins: Earl and Ernest, born Febru- 
ary 22, 1879, on the Leonard farm. My parents were married on October 7, 1877, 
at the home of Rev. Avery Hale Leonard in Delphi, Ohio, Huron County. Rev. 
Avery was a brother of William Finley Leonard. My father up to the age of 16 
led the usual life of a farm boy, doing chores, farming and teaching school. 
In 1874 he returned to the home of his parents in Pittsburgh, Pa., with the 
intention of staying for the purpose of learning the printing trade or to de- 
termine his future vocation in life. The Blaine family had been united after 
the war. The conflict has ended and the father came to Ohio to bring back 
the two children left there. However, at that time (1866) neither Ella nor 
Harry wished to leave the homes where they had grown from childhood to youth 
and the father went back to Pittsburgh without them. Apparently, after my 
father's trip home in 1874 he soon learned that city life, so different from 
the free life he had known with the Leonards, did not appeal.to him and we 
find him within a year back again in Ohio. After his return, at the age 
of 16 he taught district school and tried his hand at painting and farming 
until the time of his marriage. He was quite ambitious and becoming interested 
in the medical profession, decided to make that, his life work. But in this 
he did not meet with any encouragement from his foster-parents who had wished 
him to study for the ministry. However, not to be swerved from his purpose, 
in 1878 he began to read medicine in the office of Dr. James M. Parker in 
Attica; and on Aug. 27, 1880, matriculated for a course of lectures at 
Columbus Medical College in the Ohio State capital. During the second winter 
thereafter he attended the Indianapolis (Indiana) Eclectic Medical College 
from which he was graduated with the degree of Doctor of Medicine on Feb.8,1882. 


The original Leonard home was situated on the north and south road a 
short distance north of Honey Creek, right beside a noble forest. When my. 
father was married he brought his bride to this house. Here they lived until 
1878 when they moved into their new home on the Tiffin Road, a half mile 
north. This house had been built but not finished by Alfred Fink who sold it 
in 1878 to Mr. Leonard, who in turn sold it to my parents on April 1 of that 
year for #900. During the following year my father worked at the interior 
finishing and painting and eventually completed it. The house was of square 
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construction with two stories; with liviug roon, parlor aud bedroom on the 
first floor and three bedroos on the second. There was a gocd cellar with 
stone floor and hanging shelves around the walls. There were both an inside 
end an outsice’ entrance. After tie rezoval of our far:iily to Reedtown Grandpa 
Leonard took over the place and soon added additional rooris: 2 pautry, kitchen 
and wocchouse on the south side. This was in 1883 and I well reuer:ber the 
occasion when the carpenters were working on the addition, sitting on Grandpa's 
knee aong the workrien with a child's delight in tLe scene cf activity. The 
year of building is patterned in slate on the kitchen roof. During uy father's 
absence attending wedical school, for the first winter iy nother lived with the 
Leonards, but during the second winter she was in the house on the Tiffin 

Road with a young boy to do the chores and cecusional ferale help to assist 

in the work of caring for three small children. After Ly father's graduation 
he decided tc open his medical practice in Reedtown, a hailet 6 miles to the 
north of Attica on the turnpike. This was in a good farting district and a 
coctor was badly needed, there being none nearer than West Lodi and Attica. 

Re started in there on Feb. 2z, 1882, and wioved his fauily on March 27 of that 
year into a small house at the north end of the village bought of a Mrs. A.M. 
Chanberlin. I find this entry in ny father's diary for March 27, 1882: 


"Got up at 1 and was to see Miss Lizzie Williaris 
at A. Gaiibee's until 4:30, then cane to Mr. Hunt's and 
retired again at 5 AM. Got up at 8 and stayed around 
till 1, then Mr. Shanks brought Mrs. Blaine and the 
children dewn. They all took dinner at Mr. Hunt's 
after which we then went to our house at 4:30. Mr. 
Leonard brought us a lead of goods and then unloaded. 
Went to Mr. Hunt's for supper, after which went to sec 
Miss Williams again, stayed till 8:30, cave howe and 
retired at 9:20 PM." 


The Mr. Hunt referred to was Alnon Hunt, an old resident of the place. 
Children in the Hunt home were: Grace, Addie and Hartwell 0. These people 
were our Closest friends in the haulet. Reedtown was platted abcut 1830 as 
Catlinville and was later known as Cook's Gate because cf 4 tollgate there 
on the Colw:bus and Sandusky turnpike which was in charge of a nan named 
Cock. My recollections of Reedtovm ere vague but I do sec. in sume snall 
neasure to recall the little old frat:e house in which we lived, with its 
orchard at the back where we children played and the naiies of cur neighbors, 
the Hunts and the Harrisons. 


In the spring of 1883 my father decided to move to Attica where he would 
have greater opportunities in his professicn; consequently, on Feb. 1, 1883, 
he moved his family into the old Brown house on North Main Street in Attica 
and soon thereafter formed a 1edical partnership with Dr. Alfred Force, a 
physician of the town who had coise fron Horseheads, N. Y., sovie two years be- 
fore. Our new hore did not prove Satisfactory and soon we moved to the old Car- 
penter Louse south of the town square. This was a better location for a dcc- 
tor, being nearer to the business district. After a year we moved still 
another tine, to the Josiah Huffman house on East Tiffin Street, one 
block east of the square. This was a 2-story brick house with an old frane 
barn in the rear. There was also a small l-roc: brick building cn the lot 
at the street corner formerly used as a paint shop. Mrs. Josiah W. 
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Huffman was the formier Sarah L. Moore, a sister of Granduu Leonard. The Huffuan 
fanily consisted of two girls aud two boys: Blanche, Icedore, Ashley and Ross. 
Icedore Huffiian was iiy teacher in the fourth and fifth grades in school and 

Ross my teacher in high school in later years. I quite well reenber the 
Huffy:an house and its surroundings as well as the boys who lived in the neigh- 
borhood with whor: I played. Closest were Alfred and Charley Todd who lived in 
tie Dr. Jones lone on High Street. Their nother was a daughter of Dr. Cc. L. 
Jones, a physician of the old school who made his country calls in bad weather 
on horseback with saddlebags slung in front of hin. He Lad long white hair. 

Aif Todd was quite Landy at drawing pictures and when later we started to 

school he employed this talent by sketching horses as a sideline to his supposed 
studying. Another of ::y boyhood playmates was Tommy Lea whose father was vin- 
ister of the United Brethren Church on’Eden Street. Then there were Frank and | 
Willie ("Wid") Hoke whose fatker, Jokn W. Hoke, had a furniture and undertaking 
business on the corner diagonally from us. Right across the street was tke hone 
of John M. Silcox, a prozinent village merchant, formuerly in partnership with 
Willie: Rininger. In front of us across Tiffin Street was the Jolin Green 

home and next house east lived tle Ed. Be.enderfer faiily witl: two children, 
Esther and Harry. Esther is now Mrs. Jacob Friecley. Harry was a very good play- 
nate on "expeditions" to the rake factory, of which nore anon. 


hiy brother Will was born in the old Carpenter house in Noveber, 1883. I 
well re:.aiibcr this event, as we boys were packed off to Grandpa Leonard's to stay 
a few daysand upon our return were shovm a new baby who they told us was our 
brother. Will was a hardsorme baby; but our parents having three boys already, 
had yvanted a girl this tite. In this they were disappointed anc had perforce 
to count the record as "four straight." Vhen it ca.e to the nating of the new 
arrival there vas a disagréaent: our other waited to call hin Ja.es Willian 
but our father keld out for Willia:. Gordon Gillespie Blaine. They agreed on the 
Willias part but in after life Will called himself William Gillespie Blaine. 


In the spri.; cf 1885 Pa bought a house in the eastern end of town from 
A. B. Low, the village photographer, or artist. Tl.is was a <-story frai.e louse 
built close to the street and Laving a large backyard. Very soon ke had a siall 
barn built at the back end of the lot to. take care of his.driving torse and 
rigs. There was of course a Laynow. The rigs consistec of a top buggy, a 
"eig" for use in muddy weather and a sleigh for use when there was sufficient 
Snow on the roads. Tie barn becaue a fatious play place for the neigliborlood 
boys. In back of the barn was a large field traversed by a suisall watercourse 
or Gitch leading south toward Honey Creek. In suiz:er we used to pday in this 
field and after Spring rains vlen the ditches were full of swiftly running water 
we loved to wade in then or to sail boats in them. When corn was grown in the 
field it was a pleasure to hide azong the rows; and when the corn was cut and 
snocked, it reseibled nothing tiore than an Indian carp full of wigwaas. 
Among our close neighbors was the Mundwiler faiily living across Tiffin Street. 
There was Willie and his sisters, Josie and Haidee. Their other had died Gore 
years before and about the tit.e cur fa.ily noved to the neighborhood their Aunt 
Hettie Mundwiler came to care for the hotie. These folk were @-ong our closest 
friends and it was with real regret that in later years we saw thei nove away 
from their native heath to Ypsilanti, Michigan. Neiglbors next east were the 
Longs with children: Danny, Frank, Ex.a, Rosa anc Ida with whe:: we played as 
.children. The Longs had a cow, chickens, ducks and pigeons. Ada. Long, tlie 
father, was a Geran originally fro. Peunsylvania; he was a very taciturn wan, 
he was a laborer and fam.er. Our new horie had no well and Soon a well digger 
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was employed to provide this lack. The machine uSed in the work was run by 
a steam engine to turn'a large rotary digger to extend the well shaft as 
deep as necessary in the ground until water was struck. There was a tall 
derrick. During the operations through some mischance a heavy timber fell 
and struck Grandpa Leonard, who was standing nearby, on the head. He sank 
to the ground unconscious and my father was called to make an examination, 
upon which it was found that no bones were broken. After a few days Grandpa 
seemed as well as ever. It is a curious and tragic co-incidence that in a 
later year, 1902, Grandpa suffered a similar accident in his own woods from 
a falling tree as a result of which he met his death. 


Remembered boyhood playmates on East Tiffin Street are: Willie Mund- 
wiler, Charley Fink and the Lepper hoys, Fd (Loll) and Bert, across the street. 
Ed took his nickname, Loll, as a shortening of his full name of Lawrence. His 
father, Ab Lepper, was an expert carriage trimmer employed in a local wagon 
shop. There was in the family a small daughter, Louise. Near our house on 
the same side of the street lived Ed Wolf, son of the widow Barbara Wolf. We 
carried our drinking water from the Wolf well before our own well was dug. 
Nearby lived Ed Friedley, a great chum of our brother Farl. Further on was 
the home of the Ayres family with children: Wayland, Fred and Blanche with 
whom we played. Wayland married Edith Work who, it will be recalled, became 
a Red Cross nurse and having enlisted for service in World War I, was killed 
on an army transport on her way across the Atlantic, the victim of a misfired 
practice shot. She thus became the first casualty of the war. She is buried 
in Attica Cemetery. Another boyhood playmate was Charley Carpenter who lived 
with his aunt, Mrs. Schuyler Gates; he had a brother, Ray, who lived with 
another relative. Mr. Gates was one of the proprietors of the planing mill in 
Attica. They had a daughter, Edith, who was married to J. Nelson Starr, a 
druggist, about 1898 an@ some years later moved to California. Dr. Wn. Harman, 
the village mayor and dentist, lived clcse by. Mrs. Harman, nee Graves, was a 
music teacher. Winfield Force and family lived next to the Harmans. He was 
a painter; was married to the former Myrtle Titus and was the father of daugh- 
ters: Bertha, Jessie and Inez. Squire James M. Couch, a very old man, a 
justice of the peace, lived nearby; he was the father of Addie Lowe. The Lowe 
children with whom we used to play were: Vera, the oldest; Chester, Bess and 
Gordon. Vera was a very attractive and popular girl. I recall on one occasion 
taking her as my partner with a group of young people who rode in a wagon to 
an ice-cream social at the laome of David B. (Bennett) Moore on the Mansfield 
Road. 


The old Lowe house into which we moved in 1885 was our home until we 

moved to Toledo in 1891. The house had two bedrooms upstairs and one down; 

a kitchen at the west side and a leanto shed at the back. We boys used to 
play here and on cccasions climbed up the shed door onto the roof. In those 
days our mother did her ccoking on a vapor stove using gasoline as fuel, the 
Supply of which was kept in a large can in the shed. Once my brother Srnest 
renoved the stopper of this can and smelled the contents; apparently he liked 
it for when Mother found him he was sound asleep with his head over the open 
can. The Heabler Mill, built in the 1860's on the site of an older mill, has 
remained ever since in the same family. A great chum of ours was Sheridan I. 
Heabler, universally known as Hade. We loved to go with hin to explore the 
mill and vicinity, including the Mill Run called "The Rhine", and to go home 
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with him where a very indulgent mother always had a goodly store of cookies avail- 
able for hungry boys. On one occasion in 1886 an ice cream social was held in 
the Heabler home by the ladies of the Methodist Church Aid Society, which event, 

I believe, was the first time we boys had ever tasted that confection. Hade used 
to have various toys, including some wooden soldiers and a toy cannon. Adjacent 
to the mill was a large pond to furnish water for the steam engine. This afforded 
good skating in the winters but as it was reputed to be very deep, it was for- 
bidden to swim in it in sumer. I quite well recall the smell of the hot steam 
and oil in the old engine room and the noisy whirring of the many machines in- 
Side. There were belts and shafts everywhere, dust and ceaseless motion. 


Life in Attica 


It was at the age of 6 or 7 that my brothers and I took to exploring 
the great new world in which we found ourselves. The town of Attica in the 
1680's was a busy place, with many shops and stores. It had two flourishing 
blacksmith shops and carriage factories. Both farm wagons end buggies were 
made in the two shops, Engelhart, Klair & Co. and Libe & Burget's. There was 
a sash and door factory familiarly know as the"Rake factory" from the cirew- 
stance that at one period rakes were made there. This mill was conducted by 
Bemenderfer, Gates & Co. The Attica Foundry, doing a general casting and 
machine line of work, was operated by Hall & Myers. Chris Sherman had a tailor 
shop on North Main Street in the Steigmeyer building and in our wanderings 
about town my brothers and I used to peek into Chris's back door to see the 
hands at work. Perhaps we became a bother because Chris would often scare 
us away by snapping at us his big tailor's shears. The old rake factory was 
a favorite place of exploration, usually in company with our chum, Harry 
Remenderfer, whose father was interested in the enterprise. We liked to 
watch the working of the machines and we tried out in due course the hand- 
operated windlass, or elevator, in the front which was used to haul lumber 
to the upper floor. Harry was a first rate companion and would take us back 
to the engine room which really was the greatest attraction. In the rear of 
and near the mill was a small water pond and just east of this was an old 
house in which lived the family of Kipe Meyers, an old German who was in- 
variably seen smoking his old clay pipe which was most of the time inverted. 
But best of all we liked to hang around the old grist mill near the "Rhine" 
at the west end of town. To more particularly describe the mill, let us say 
that it turned out a general run of grist, had burrs and modern milling 
equipment, powcer being furflished by a large steam engine. Fach of its three 
stories was literally crammed with whirling belts and machinery, among which 
we boys and Hade used to pass fearlessly. The chief attraction, of course, 
in the mill was the old stgam engino, at that time (about 1888) cared for 
by Wilbur Heabler, familiarly known as "Wibbie". The bciler firebox was 
fed with long slabs of wood of which there was a plentiful supply in the 
adjacent woodshed. Hade's home was quite near the mill. At the end of their 
lot was a small, square brick barn with a cupola on top where lived Old 
Charley, the mill horse; and here too we boys used to play at circus. These 
were the days of carefree boyhcod: the care part we left to our elders. 


Once we made the acquaintance of a farmer lad named Johnny Kinney who 
lived a mils or so south of Attica west of Caroline, a small village on the 
pike. Johnny had come to town to buy some sugar for his mother's pie baking, 
but in the excitement of tho trip and of the talk and play with the Blaine boys 
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forgot this part of his errand and went home without it. I and... my 
brothers went with him and also went back with him to get the sugar when 
his mother discovered the omission; but this time we had to walk only 

a mile to Sach's general store at Caroline. Dinnertime approached on the 
farm and we boys began to get hungry. In this emergency Johnny pointed out 
to us the hired man's lunch pail hanging on a peg in the stable; wo were 
not backward about taking the hint and never did food taste so good. We 
played about the Kinney farm with Johnny until late afternoon and did not 
get home until the shades of evening were falling, having been gone the 
entire day. Our parents had been worried about us. We were given a good 
lecture and sent early to bed; and never went on such an unauthorized ex- 
cursion again. 


Our father had a good driving horse named Fred, a long-legged animal 
and a good traveler that had been bought soon after we moved to Attica from 
Reedtown. We also had a coach dog (a Dalmatian) named Frank who always 
went with our father on his calls, running under the back axle of the buggy. 
Fred and Frank, the dog, were inseparable: where one went the other went, too. 
Once my brother Ernest when a small lad was visiting at the school in the 
Leonard district, old No. 6, when through the open door he espied Pa driving 
past with Frank running between the back wheels as usual. Forgetting for the 
moment the rule of silence in the schoolroom, Ernest yelled out at the top of 
his voice: "Hello, Frank! When our family removed to Toledo in 1891 Fred 
was sold but Frank had died some two years prior to this time. 


The Leonard Farm 


After my brothers and I got to be old enough it was our delight to visit 
the Leonard farm. Both Grandpa and Grandma were very fond of children and 
always glad to have us in their home, I will explain in this connection 
that it was because of their childless condition in 1861 that they decided to 
take into their home the little war orphan, Harry Blaine. A year or two 
later they also adopted a little girl, Louisa Vogel, whose father had been 
killed in the Civil War. She took the name of Leonard and we always called 
her Aunt Lou. During the time our father was away from home attending medical 
school Aunt Lou would often help our mother with her housework. Another 
member of the Leonard household in 1886 was Grandpa's old father, Avery 
Leonard, a picneer of Venice Township, born in Washington County, Pennsylvania, 
who came to Venice Township from Harrison County, Ohio, in 1833. He was one 
of the first patentees of land in the township. Avery Leonard was born in 
1798 and died at Grandpa's house on Feb. 3, 1888. He is buried in Swamp Cem- 
etery, better known as Union Pisgah, near the center of Venice Township. I 
have a very distinct memory of Avery Leonard, often having seen hin sitting 
in his easy chair by the fire. Union Pisgah, locally known as Swamp Church, 
of the United Brethren faith, is close to the location of the original Leonard 
farm in a district that in former times was of a swampy nature. The church is 
on the road that runs southeasterly from Caroline through New Washington to 
Mansfield, Ohio. 


Grandma Leonard was a famous butter maker, taking great pride in the 
products of her dairy. Her cellar shelves were filled with milk pans for the 
rising of cream, destined to be skimmed off and made into butter. Many a time 
I was delegated to work the dasher of the up-and-down churn and how weary did 
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I became ere the cream decided at long last to change into the golden butter. 
Kerchunk! Kerchunk! the dasher would strike the cream and it seemed that the 
end came all at once--and the butter was there. And can one forget the simple 
goodness of fresh country butter spread on homemade bread! The cellar 
entrance had a housing and an inner door, all very near the door of the kitchen. 
The cellar windows were always kept closed in the daytime during the summer 
and were opengd in the evenings. The floor was of Greenfield stone from the 
Easter quarries in Huron County near the old Phoenix Mill where Grandpa used to 
have his wheat ground into flour. Grandma had a fine kitchen garden next to 
the east side of the house, filleé with all the vegetables and flowers known 
to the period, among which were "love apples" or tomatoes, which were not eaten 
but raised more 48 an ornament or curiosity. Outside the garden gate was an 
ash barrel into which were deposited wood ashes for leaching lye used in soap 
making. Water poured into the barrel would drip out as lye and once or twice 

a year soap would be made by boiling the lye with fats. This was the ordinary 
soft soap used for gensral washing purposes on the farm. 


Our house on the Tiffin Road reverted to Grandpa after we moved to Reed- 
town in 1882. During 1881 he had built a new barn on the place and in the 
following year made further improvements in the way of additions to the house, 
such as a pantry, kitchen and a woodhouse. The part next to the original 
house, the new pantry, was built over the cistern; then next to this was the 
new kitchen. Back of the woodhouse Grandpa had his shop where he would work 
on rainy days at repairing farm tools or harness. The shop housed a store of 
hickory nuts and walnuts garnered from the woods; and many a feast did we boys 
have on them. Overhead hung clusters of seed corn and dried onions. Outside 
was that abomination of the oldtime farmhouse, a swill barrel, into which were 
deposited the kitchen slops and skim milk destined for feeding of the hogs. 
Although protected by a wooden cover it was always surrounded by hordes of 
flies and smelle@‘to high heaven. I have always thought that this was one 
of the principal scurces of the fly curse that tormented farmhouses. They 
were such a nuisance that in the hot days of summer at mealtime someone had 
always to stand guard over the table to shoo away the flies with a chaser 
made of sliced newSpapers tied to a stick. 


There was a small orchard between the house and barn and close to the 
latter were the chicken coops. The barn had a high bank for direct entrance 
to the second or main flocr, which made for easy loading and unloading. Below 
on the ground level were tff horse and cow stables. The granary was on the 
main floor and had a locked door. On the east side was a large sliding door 
which could be opened, enabling the threshing machines at harvest time to dis- 
charge the straw onto a stack outside in the adjacent barnyard. And this now 
brings to mind that delight of all small boys, a threshing! What a time of 
work and hurry it was. For several days previous the women cf the house had 
been preparing foodstuffs against the day of action and engaged their help for 
ccoking and waiting on the table well in advance. Early.on the morning of 
threshing day the helpers would begin to arrive and soon there appeared on the 
scene the mighty steam engine drawing along its thresher, often then called 
a "separator", and its water tank. This procession was always a wonder to us. 
We marveled at the power of the monster that seemed so easily to haul its 
burden of machines and riders. The thresher was stationed on the main barn 
floor and the engine well outside the west door, the two machines being 
connected by a long, broad belt. As soon as the first wagons began to 
arrive with the unthreshed grain from the fields, the action began. The 
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The sheaves were cut and fed into the jaws of the separator and with many a 
howl and groan the grain was freed from its straw and chaff and was poured 
out into the waiting sacks for storage in the granary. When dinnertime came 
the hands ceased from labor and went to the house at the ringing of the 
dinner bell; where after «= hasty wash they took their places around the 
immense table loaded with every kind of tasty food, and fell to with a hearty 
good will. I wish I were able adequately to describe the variety of good 
things there presented: slabs of beef or pork, mashed potatoes, Peas, beans, 
Salads, asparagus, squash, plenty of homemade bread and gallons of coffee; 
pickles, preserves and pies and pies; and plenty of gravy. Now, it is well 
known that a thresher's appetite is something to "write home about", which 

is surely true. At this meal small boys and women had to wait for the 
second table but there was always plenty of food provided:-the cooks saw to 
that. After a short rest the men again took up their stations at the barn 
and continued their various tasks until afternoon, when usually the work 
‘was done and the grain all sacked for storage. Grandpa Leonard usually had 
about twenty men to assist on threshing day. Neighbors would help each 
other and thus ensure the prompt performance of their najor jobs. 


In the Leonard kitchen on a wall shelf stood an old-fashioned clock 
with the year 1840 painted on the door. We do not know the name of the naker 
but do know that the year was painted on the door by my father around 1876. 
As the year the clock bears is prior to that of Grandpa Leonard's marriage, 
it is evident that we have here the clock from the hoiae of his father, Avery 
Leonard, the pioneer who came to Venice township in 1833. We will therefore 
date the timepiece at about the year inscribed on it. After Grandpa's 
death in 1902 the clock was given by Aunt Lou to Fenelon Leonard, a grand- 
nephew of Grandpa, and its subsequent history is unknown. Between the liv- 
ing room and the kitchen of the house was a pantry, under whose floor was a 
cistern covered with a broad slab of Greenfield stone. This pantry was 
built in 1883 as an addition to the main part of the house. It was unheated 
hence little used in winter. Just outside its west door was a well which 
was right beside a lane leading from the road to the barn and which formed 
the farzui's western boundary. Next to the west was the old Fred Steignmeyer 
farm which has changed but little in the last sixty years. I refer, of 
course, to the homestead. 


West of the Steigmeyer farm was a saw and cider will operated in the 
1880's by Williaia Lepard and which was formerly the Wolf nill. In the fall 
of the year we boys used £p go with Grandpa to this mill with a wagonload of 
apples to be pressed into cider for making applebutter, which was an annual 
event. As I recall it, the mill had a small hydraulic press to squeeze out 
the juice of the apples. First the fruit was ground up or macerated and the 
resultant mass placed in layers of coarse cloth under the press. When the 
power was turned on the cider would flow out through a spout into the wait- 
ing barrels provided for its reception. In the mill cider was free to all 
comers and drink your fill. You may be sure we boys did just that! The 
process of making applebutter is soiewhat as follows: first, the apples were 
peeled, sometimes by hand and often with a rotary peeling nachine, hand- 
operated, which took off the skin; then the apples were cored and cut into 
slices or quarters ready for the boiling kettle, a large copper one hung 
between posts over a brisk wood fire. The boiling down usually lasted from 
afternoon until late evening, as it was necessgry to bring the mass to the 
cénsistency of butter There was continuous stirring to prevent burning. 
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The stirring tool vas a stout hundle. with an endpiece of board pierced with 
a nuober of l-inch holes through which were tied stout corn husks, designed 
to sweep the botton of the kettle and keep the butter moving. Grandma kept 
our family supplied each winter with plenty of good applebutter. 


A short distance west of the cidermill was the little red schoolhouse 
of District No. 6 where ny father as a boy received his priuary education. 
Sonetines we boys when visiting at the Leonard farm attended this school as 
visitors with Grandpa's hired boy; and what a lark it was to go there carry- 
ing a lunch pail as on a picnic. Grandma would provide us with plenty of 
good sandwiches, with pieces of apple or elderberry pie and hunks of cheese. 
We returned in the late afternoon ready and eager fur the bountiful supper 
we knew would follow. Grandpa and Grandma Leonard were of a religious turn 
of mind and each meal of the day was preceded by a@ saying of grace, or "Re- 
turning of Thanks", for the food. At breakfast tine there were additional 
religious exercises in the way of the reading of a selection from the Bible, 
a kneeling at chairs for a prayer and finally, seated at table, a saying of 
thanks before touching the food. How impatiently we boys would await the 
conclusion of the preliminaries before we could satisfy our hunger. This 
is one of ny most vivid menories. 


Many a happy hour my brothers and I spent in wandering through the 
woods and fields off the old farn. Just south of the barn was a large pas- 
ture; to the east lay a grain field, while south slong the farm's western 
boundary was a patch of sparse woods called a slashing which would finally, 
as the timber was cut off, become a field. Fast of this slashing was the 
site of the original Leonard home with its large barn and outbuildings whii*, 
after 1882 was rented to tenant farmers. It was an old-fashioned frane 
house having some 7 rooms, with added wing for kitchen «ii. woodhouse. There 
was a fireplace in the living room and on top of the kitcnen was a small 
belfry housing a very musical dinnerbell. South of the louse was the gar- 
den, then a woods, another field and the creek. A quiet country air per- 
vaded the whole place; there was practically no traffic on the old side road. 
The first tenant fauily living in the old house that I can remember is that 
of Jerry Burd who had small daughters Elsie and Blanche, with whon we play- 
ed and explored all the nysteries of the place. The forest to the south 
was quite extensive and lay on both sides of the road; it was a favorite 
picnicking place for the Bethel sunday school's annual outing. South of 
the woods Grandpa had corn@ields on the bottom land extending to Honey 
Creek. This strip had the best land on the farm and could always be 
counted on to yield a good corn crop. The farn,: as previously stated, 
was divided by the old road into two parts, about one-fourth of its area 
lying on the east side. About the yoar 1886 Grandpa sold off sore land to 
Tra Spencer, retaining no land east of the old road save one field along 
the creek. This reduced the farn to its present size of 65 acres. 


A Trip to the Old Stone Mill 


One day in the sumer of 1888 Earl and I were out at the farm when 
Grandna told Grandpa that her flour was getting low and thet they should 
have a new supply. Grandpa thereupon announced that he would go to nill in 
a few days. On the chosen day he loaded some bags of wheat from the gran-~ 
ary, hitched up old Kit and Jerry and, after Grandma had packed us a lunch 
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of crackers and cheese, we started out for Greenfield where the mill was. 
We boys were pernitted to go along, so we rode on top of the sacks in the 
two-horse wagon. 


The Phoenix Mills lay a short distance east of the hamlet of Green- 
field, now known as Steuben, in Huron County about 12 niles fron the 
Leonard hone. It was built in 1856 by Barnet Roe from stone quarried in 
the nearby quarries operated by Elias Easter. In 1888 the nill was op- 
erated by one Grandon, a former resident of Pennsylvenia, who gave his 
nane to the mill and had his residence in a stone cottage nearby. The 
nill was served by water power, the Huron River having been dared sone 
distance east of the mill site and the water conducted there through a 
race for about a quarter of a nile to the west. The Greenfield stone fron 
which the mill and cottage were built was much used by neighboring farn- 
ers for sidewalks and flooring for their stables, cow barns and pigstys. 
What was remarkable in this mill was that the entire roof was of stone 3 
inches thick, laid in slabs 3 feet square. This took a heavy under- 
bracing to carry the load; it is the only roof of the kind that I ever saw. 
The nill stood on a hill and could be entered frou three levels: into the 
cellar or basetient on the north side where the tailrace was; from the 
front or lain entrance where the patrons delivered their grain; and from 
the high ground at the back where one could pass into the second story. 
The surrouncings here were picturesque in the extreme, in a quiet country- 
Side @iong beautiful trees--a very romantic setting. 


We arrived at the mill at about 11 o'clock and found several tears 
there aLead of us, therefore had to await our turn which came about an 
hour after noon. In the meantime we ate our lunch and afterwards Earl and 
I spent the tire roaming about the vicinity. We traced the course of the 
Millrace to its mouth at the Huron where a dam had been built to divert 
the water. We explored the stone quarry which furnished the material of 
which the nill’ was built and returned in tine to see the miller prepar- 
ing to grind our wheat. At this tine in the swmer there was not much 
water available, so it was necessary to wait a short tine until a sufficient 
head of water had accumulated in the flume above the gate. When this tine 
came the miller pried up the bar and with a roar the pent up water fell 
18 feet down onto the turbine vheel that made the power to operate the 
Machines. At this tine the Phoenix Mill did custom grinding; that is, 
the patron received grist from his own grain instead of from the miller's 
stock. Many farners then «preferred, as did Grandpa Leonard, to have flour 
from their own wheat. After we got the last of our flour and the niller 
had been paid his toll, we set out on our slow journey hone and arrived 
there in tine for a late supper, which was surely welcome on this day. 

In this year of grace, 1950, the old mill is still standing but 01d Grandon, 
the niller, is gone. Up to about the year 1900 the mill was run by water 
power but was finally changed over to a gas engine. For some years prior 
to his death Mr. Grandon maintained the mill as a museum. The old stone 
roof has within recent years been removed, as it was found to be disin- 
tegrating; it has been replaced by a fabric ruof which seems out of place. 


More About the Farn 


The nearest Louse. along the Tiffin Road to the east was that of Jacob 
Fink, a boyhood companion of our father. This was the old Elias Philhower 
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PLGCe. Further along this road were the hories of various neighbors aliong 
whom I recall Sol Ebersole, John Beamer, Mathias Beamer, his father, and sev- 
eral families of Finks. Close to the Mathias Beamer fami was old Bethel 
Church, built about 1860 which furnished a place of worship for two or lore 
congregations; the United Brethren, the Church of God (Winebrennarians); and 
I believe at one tine the Dunkards held services there. Strictly speaking, 
the full church title was Union Bethel. because of the joint use of the edi- 
fice by more than one faith. It was a small, white frame building having a 
siiall steeple which housed a very musical bell which rang out whenever serv- 
ices were to be held there. Across the road to the south was the old cene- 
tery where are buried wany of the pioneers of the neighborhood. Many of our 
own relatives are buried there, including our great-grandparents, David and 
Catherine (Sherrets) Shanks; our grandparents, Jaties and Sarah Jane (Tanner) 
Shanks, and also members of the Leonard farily. 


We boys whenever visiting at the Leonard farn always attended sunday 
school and church. Many times the latter service seemed long and irksore 
to snall boys thinking of the bright out@oors, but somehow the tine dragged 
through and with what zeal we would return hone where Grandma soon had a 
bountiful dinner provided. I will say in passing that quite often the 
minister was invited to share the repast, when he was heard to heartily praise 
the excellence of the roast chicken and gravy. One one occasion Grandna 
gave ne a quarter to read through the whole of a book entitled "Story of the 
Bible", which I duly accomplished; and as I was then beginning to be & vor- 
acious reader it was no hardship; and doubtless the event served to impress 
on my memory nany of the biblical stories and narratives that I recalled in 
later years. At Bethel Church leading north for about a half nile was a 
backwoods road intersecting an east and west road that ran into Huron County 
and now called Willard-West road, but then more fasiliarly knovwm as the 
"Dutch road". About 24 miles east it intersected the Section Line or Spald- 
ing road; but just before this it passed by the old Janes Shanks farm where 
lived our mother's parents. Of this we will write later on. 


Grandpa Leonard's farii work horses were neiied Kit and Lady. He hed a 
good driving horse natied Jerry which he also at tines used for fami work. In 
his younger days Grandpa was something of a horse breeder and it is said of 
hin that at one time he paid as much as $2000 for a single horse. Grandma, 
on the other hand, was partial to cows and the.dairy was her chief concern. 
Tt was one of my chores when on the faru to go for the cows in the evening 
at which tine I was always accompanied by old dog Shep, who would run on 
ahead of me in the woods or fields, rounding up the cattle and bringing then 
to the road gate whence I would drive the to the barn. Arrived at the 
barnyard they would invariably run around the straw stack before going into 
tiie barn. Fach aninal knew its own stall and would go directly there. The 
bar, or stanchion, would then be let down and and the cow was ready to be 
milked. Grandpa or his hired man usually did this chore, although now and 
then Grandma assisted. There were usually one or two cats on hand to get 
their drink of warm nilk. The "nippers" were never forgotten. Speaking 
of cats, there were always five or six on the farri making their home in the 
barn which they kept cleared of rats and 1riice. Milking over, the cows were 
turned out inte the barnyard te spend the night there or in an adjacent 
field. In the .ornings after milking they were again driven to the woods 
or an outlying field for pasturage. The strawstack had & deep riage worn 
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all around it vlere the cows would rub when they cane in from the fields. 
This ridge becaue so deep in tine that it gave the stack the appearance of 
an overgrown wheat shock. Chickens ranged free on the fami but most of 
then kept fairly close to the barn for better protection from marauding 
hawks or buzzards. When such an enery was descried the old rooster would 
give a loud warning squawk and the hens would scurry pell-mell for the 
barn. Many eggs were found in the haynows and it was one of our chores to 
search then out each Gay, which was great fun. he strawstack was lo- 
cated sone § or 10 feet from the main barn floor and a venturesone boy 
could have good sport by taking a run and leaping across the gap fron barn 
floor to stack and sliding down the latter to the ground. 


During our summer vacation months when usually uy brothers and I spent 
considerable tine on the farn, we were perm:ittéd as we becaiie older to help 
with sone of the heavier work, such as threshing, hauling wood, cultivat- 
ing corn or loading manure. This latter barnyard task was nost necessary 
as in that day there was little or no commercial fertilizer used and every 
fartier depended upon his yard manure for fertilizing his land. At corn 

cultivating tine we drove the horses up and down the rows on the botton 
“land along Honey Creek. Grandpa had a saying that the corn ought to be 
"Knee high by the Fourth of July". We boys were instructed to keep the 
kitchen woodbox filled at all tiues. The woodshed was an extra roon at 
the rear of the kitchen. Hach sumer or fall Grandpa would see that a 
‘plentiful supply of firewood was provided fcr the coning winter. An end- 
less task was the splitting of wood for the kitchen stove; large chunk 
wood was used in the stoves for heating. No otler fuel was used on the 
Leonard farn. 


As few country roads in the 1880's were piked, in the sw2uers nost 
of ther were quite dusty and in winter or wet weather rntity.in the extreme. 
It was custonary each spring for farmers to do road work, going over hhe 
hi-hways with scrapers to level off the rough surface; and the roads thus 
scraped offered very good going for the new "safety" bicycles. In the 
summertime one cculd see a tean or rig approaching from a long way because 
of the clouds of dust. When a wagon cr buggy would pass the house Grandna 
would remark: "I wonder who that is," and would hurry to the window to 
take a look. Such an apparently unimportant circumstance brought a little 
_diversion, I suppose, into their isolated life. When a visitor cane to the 
Leonard home it vas an events and nobcdy ever received a heartier welcorno. 


Along the Tiffin road in front of the Leonard house ran a line of 
telegraph poles set up by the Postal Telegraph & Cable Company in the 1870's. 
This extended for many miles east and west. We used to listen to the hun- 
Ling and singing of the wires in winter and windy weather and it was our 
childish fancy that the sounds were caused by the liessages going over the 
lines. During 1948 the cld wires were taken down for their salvage value, 
thoy being of copper. The Postal Company had been absorbed by its one- 
tine competoctor, the Western Unicn. The old cedar poles, however, renain 
as a silent reminder ;f 9s farmer day and as a landnark Cutting right across 
Venice township on tlfe old Tiffin road. This thonoughfare was surveyed 
in 1828 by David Risdon on petition of Ezra Gilbert for a road to run fron 
the "town line" 24 miles west of Attica, southeasterly through Attica to 
intersect the New Haven read 34% wiles cast, at the Huron County line. 
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Around the base of one of the telegraph poles across the road grew a large 
patch of spearmint; and we boys used to gather it and take it into tle house 
to Grandma to make us sone spearmint tea--with plenty of sugar. Ina suall 
house across the road lived Dave and Lydia Fink, old neighbors of our parents. 
Here also lived Francis Seeley, a relative of Lydia's, with whom we as boys 
played. In later years this old farii was bought by Henry Steignmeyer who was 
Married to Alice Engelhart, of Attica. Their daughter Frieda Armitage, now 
living in Bucyrus, Ohio, was born here. 


Grandpa once got up in the niddle of the night during a violent thun- 
cerstorm to go to the aid of a neighbor whose house had been struck by light- 
ning. He made off through the thick woods to the north with only a lantern 
to guide hin. To ny boyish mind this was a very brave exploit; to hin it was 
doubtless but an ordinary or routine act. He grev up in the woods which hela 
no fear for him. He was but a boy of 9 when his parents cae to the wilds of 
Venice township and he used to tell that many a time in his bcyhood he heard 
the yowl of the wildcat, the howl of the wolf and the growl of the bear in ° 
the forest around his Hone: The woods that he loved were destined to bring 
hin death in his 0ld age. In the summer of 1902 he sold off sone tixber in 
one of his woods along the back road and accoripanied the lumber uen there to 
Supervise the cutting down of the trees. He was standing near one of these 
about to be felled when it unexpectedly crashed down before it was preperly 
Sawed through; the result was that, partially supported on one side by a 
large section the bole pitched forward, pinning Grandpa to the ground. It 
was at once seen that he was fatally injured. Before expiring in a few 
minutes he was heard to nurtier the one word: "Death!" He is buried in 
Bethel Cenetery. After his death in 1902 and that of Grandna a few years 
later, Aunt Lou, who had inherited the farm, had the old house on the back 
road torn down after selling the main part to a neighbor who noved it onto 
the Tiffin road. The house had been rented for many years to various 
tenant farners* first to my recollection to Jerry Burd, previously mention- 
ed, and later to John Inmel, who had sons Perry, Ellis and Frank with whon we 
often played. 


In the 1870's hedge fences began to attain some popularity aLong farmers 
anc Grandpa Leonard then planted soue of the shrubs along the Tiffin road side 
ef his» farn. The theory was, that these fences being living trees need never 
to be replaced; thus their use would prove a real eccnony. No thought was 
apparently then given to thé*naintenance, the frequent trimiing necessary to 
keop them in good condition. I can yet recall the interiuinable task of "trin- 
ting hedge", for if neglected these fences becale high trees that took up a 
lot of room along the roads. Thus the popularity of hedge fences wancd 
and cne seldom sees ther nowadays except as isolated patches here and there 
on the landscape. A brook ran across the farm from northeast to southwest 
that euptied into Honey Creek. In the niddle pasture this brook was spanned 
by a hone-iade bridge of logs and plank. In the thin woods or slushing 
near the old house Grandpa had a sugar bush, or stand of maple trees, used 
for making maple syrup. Each year early in the spring he would tap the. 
trees, boring a stiall-diameter hole deep into the weod and inserting spouts 
called "spiles", uade of elder wood, to drain off the sap which was collected 
in a wooden trough at the base of the tree. These when full wceuld be 
e.iptied into a barrel drawn through the forest on a sled or "mudboat" and 
taken to the sugar house where the sap was boiled down into syrup. The process 
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requires many hours, sometimes extending far into the night, as once start- 
ed the task cannot be postponed. Boiling in the old days was in a large 
kettle over a wood fire. 


Right beside the outside cellar entrance was the dinner bell on its 
post and when we bovs were old enough to be trusted with the chore it was 
our happy privilege to be allowed to ring the bell to call Grandpa and the 
hired man in to dinner. We would ring the bell about a half hour before 
mealtime in order to give the men time to get to the house and wash up after 
feeding their horses. In those days farmers used the bells not only for 
Calling the men in to meals, but also to swmon neighbors in an emergency. 

A prolonged ringing of a dinner bell was sure to bring neighbors to one's 
asSistance in a hurry. 


The 01d Shenks Farm 


The back road running north from Bethel Church intersected one that led 
sastword past the Shanks place, about 2 miles along it. When we beys were 
8 to 10 years old we were permitted to travel the distance from the Leonard 
to the Shanks farm on foot and we thought it a great adventure thus to walk 
the three miles. I well recall the Imany times we traversed this road past 
the Biuerle, the Reiner and the Kbinger farms and those of Truman and Amos 
Albright. While still some distance off we could see the noble old oak 
tree tnat marked the site of the Shanks farm; it is still standing... our 
grancparents' family in the 1880's consisted of girls: Aunts Emma, Adelia, 
Anna, Stella and Lillie; and one boy, Arthur. Lillie was a year younger 
than I and Arthur a year older than Ernest and Earl. During these cays of 
our beyhood visits our older aunts were for the most part away from home 
teaching school or working with neighboring families. -Our great playmates 
were Lillie and Arthur and many a happy hour we spent wandering over the 
whole 65 acres of Grandpa's farm, from the orchard on the road to the woods 
on the south border. The farm was bought by Grandpa about the year 1874 
from one Tobias Shrock who subsequently moved to Fulton County, Ohio. 
Grandpa's former farm a mile or so to the northeast had been sold sometime 
before following the survey cf the new line of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway's 

“Chicago extension which passed right through their dooryard. From this 
point the road continued in a northwesterly direttion to Siam, or Attica 
Station, thence to Republics Tiffin and beyond. 


The Chanks house as bought from Shrock consisted of a hewed-log frame 
structure with clapboard siding, having living room and two bedrooms on 
the first floor, with a large kitchen leanto at the back. There was a 
Steep, narrow stairway leading to the upper part, two unfinished rooms where 
the children slept and where one could reach up while in bed and touch 
the shingles of the roof. The plain board floor had ample cracks through 
which one could look right into the downstairs roon. Sometimes after a 
windy night in winter one would awaken in the morning to discover drifted 
snow on the coverlet blown in from under the eaves; and when it rained in the 
night in the summertime it was a most comfortable feeling to know that you 
were safe inside and dry; and the patter of the rain soon lulled you to 
sleep. The kitchen extended across the end of the house and ell meals 
were taken here. There was a large iron cookstove with its woodbox in 
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back; a large cupboard and food safe; and on the west side a door leading to 
a covered passageway and upground cellar or milkhouse where food and milk 
were kept cool. There was no cellar under the house. In the front yard 
next the road were two large pear trees and at the west side of the yard the 
orchard. On the east side of the house was a4 large cherry tree and a short 
way down the road was the magnificent old oak tree that has served as a land- 
mark for as long as I can remember. The nearest field to the east was a 
pasture that in former days had a spring in its center and it was often 
noticed that an oil scum would appear there, leading to the belief that there 
must have been oil underground. 


The farm had slight hills or rises on all sides with a gentle depression 
in the middle. For many years Grandpa after plowing certain fields would find 
many Indian relics in the way of arrowheads, spear points, axes etc., and on 
one occasion in recent years my Aunt Anna Richards in a field near the orchard 
found an undoubted fire stone. These finds together with later research on 
the subject leads to the belief that we have here an old Indian camping site. 
The evident depression must have been in ancient times a small lake, since 
dried up; and reference to maps of old Indian trails discloses that the neigh- 
borhood is right on or very near the old Mahoning Trail, or Great Trail, fron 
Fort Pitt to Lake Erie at Sandusky, much used by Indian tribes. A small woods 
was at the southeast corner of the farm and right west of this was a slash- 
ing, or remains of a cut-over forest, destined to become a field in due course 
as the tree stumps were disposed of. These harbored numerous birds! nests and 
any & happy hour we spent there hunting nests and eggs. In the adjacent 
forest Grandpa used to go hunting with his trusty old rifle. He was a good 
shot and seldom failed to come home with some squirrels for dinner. In the 
woods there was a small pond for watering the stock. A long narrow lane led 
from the barn to the woods and near its end on the eastern side formerly grew 
some wild cherry trees. I can vividly recall the taste of their slightly 
bitter, sweet fruit. Sometimes we would hunt in the woods mayapples, or man- 
drakes, which when ripe are very gocd to eat. Beautiful ferns grew in abund- 
ance in these woods, while in the brush and along the rail fences scampered 
the nimble chipmunk. ; 


Grandpa Shanks was a small, mild-mannered man and although at times not 
in robust health, nevertheless managed to carry on the work of his farn. 
Grandma was largely the mgnager or moving spirit of the house and home and 
her energy and foresight were instrumental in great measure in providing a 
substential and good home for the growing family. Her parents, the Tanners, 
were pioneers of Huron County, having come from Herkimer County, New York, 
about 1832. The Tanner farm was 3 miles northeast. Grandpa Shanks spent 
most of his boyhood years in Tuscarawas County, Ohio, and he never tired of 
telling of the pleasant hills and valleys of his native place. Many of his 
ancestors on both sides of the family were famous hunters, notably the Hel- 
wigs. My mother, Lucy, was the oldest of the Shanks children. She was born 
in Huron County on the farm first owned by her parents; the one sold follow- 
ing the survey of the B. & 0. Ry. extension. She was very ambitious and 
eager to learn. She spent much time at the home of her Grandma Tanner, who 
tgught her to bake bread and to make cheese. Many a time I have heard my © 
nother sing a song she learned from Grandma Tenner, "Sweet Alfarata", a 
ballad about an Indian maid who lived on the Juniata River in Pennsylvania. 
The first verse was: 
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"Wild roved an Indian girl, bright Alfarata, 
Where sweep the waters of the blue Juniata. 
Swift as an antelope through the fcrest gcing; 
Loose were her jetty locks in wavy tresses flowing." 


The song waa written befcre 1850 and is said to have been very popular 
throughout Pennsylvania and New York. I can also recall my uother's tell- 
ing the story of Cherry Valley in New York State, near which town the 
Tanners lived in Revolutionary tines. Vherry Valley was the scene of a 
terrible Indian massacre and the Tanner faaily is said to have been anong 
the sufferers. This fawily euigrated frem Rhode Island tc New York prior 
to the Revolution and seeiis to have lived in and around the town of Schuy- 
ler in Herkiuer County for many years. Benjanin Bentley Tanner, uy great- 
grandfather, left there in 1832 and came to Ohio by ox-tean. Grandna 
Shanks was the oldest of the Tanner children as my nother was of the 
Shanks children. 


During the school vacations usually twe of us Blaine boys visited at 
the Shanks home; three surely would have been too many. Our Aunt Lillie, 
two years iny junior, was a famous playnate, always ready to join in any 
fun or frolic or expedition to any part cf the place. We p layed in the 
orchard, in the fields and pasture lots, explored the woods and slashing, 
fed the chickens, went fcr the cows in the evening, hunted eggs and clinb- 
8d trees; in short, had as gcod a tine as any siuall boys ever had anyplace. 
What child born in the city can know the unalluyed pleasure of life in the 
country; the wild flower picking, the brook wading, the bird nesting and 
the love of aninal pets; the sumier rain pattering on the roof at night; 
the evenings in the living room when all were together efter the labors 
and adventures of the day. Souetines then the girls would play the old 
cottage organ and sing sone sitple songs. Stcries then were told and 
riddles propounded and the adventures cf the day recounted. 


About the year 1888 Grandpa built a new barn to replace a prinitive 
log structure that was becoing dilapidated. The new cne was a handsone 
building with ventilators on top and all were Very “proud cf it: One 
Suliier night not long after it was built there car:e up a terrible thun- 
derstorm, with crash after crash and brilliant flashes of lightning. 

Soon there caiie a tost frightful stroke, the new barn was struck and at 
once corz.enced to burn fiercely. It was socn realized that there was 

no hope of saving it. Neighbors gathered from niles arcund and did what 
they could to assist. Most luckily, the horses had been turned out into 
the field the night before, so they were safe. Soon Grancpa's fine new 
barn vas only a pile of glowing eabers and ashes. This was the scene 
thet presented itself to the weary watchers the next riorning. With his 
insurance lioney Grandpa soon built another barn in a different location; 
but this one did not have the pretty ventilators on the roof. 


One of the gaies we played with Aunt Lillie was "railroading". The 
game was played in this wise: in the weedgrown hoglot near the house were 
any corncobs off which the swine had feasted. These we gathered up to 
make a track for our "railroad, laying in a line across the lot through 
the tell weeds, clear up to the old cak tree. We made a roadbed through 
the vegetation, erected bridges of wood and tunnels of boaras. Our line 
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ran around curves and down valleys. True, we uad no rolling stock but 
imagination made up for the lack; anc the greater pleasure, I guess, was in 
the engineering and building of our "railroad". Another diversion one 
Sumer was to hector Grandpa's young bucksheep, or ram, which wus quartered 
in the orchard next to the house. Mr. Rati had a habit of bunting an apple 
tree near the fence, carrying the fun to such a degree that he had worn the 
oark off all around the trunk. He had worn a path from the tree for about 
20 feet back. We boys would cliub over the fence and would at once be 
chased by the ra.; but an agile leap would land us safely on the fence. To 
i.e it haus ever been a wonder how @ raii's skull can stand the violent impact 
of collisions suck as this. This orchard, when not tenanted by the ran, 
was one of our favorite pleygrounds. There grew isany kinds of apple trees 
which it was fun to cli.b. 


A playzate in those days was Johnny Albright who lived in the next house 
west. He was soa of Auos Aloright, a pioneer of Richtiond township who lived 
to a great age, dying in the year 1949. Join Albright was ..arried to ny 
cousin, IJsora Tanner, daughter of Edriond and Jane (Beelnan) Tanner. They 
continue to live on the ola hoi.e place. The neerest neighbor to the Shanks 
was Henry Dunster, cn old famier whose house was across the road just beyond 
the oak tree. On one occasion we were all invited there to see a reviarkable 
Clock that was ter:porarily toused in their front roon. This wus a tire- 
piece that had been built by i'r. Dunstor's brother Uhurles; a blacksmith of 
Leesville; Ohio, who hud died soetie previously. This tan was © genius, 
interested in horology; and during his spare tilie, without technical knowledge 
and witk only the tools of his trade, constructed this clock th:t tola the 
time in mauy cities of the. world. The clock is mentioned in a-history of 
Carroll County, Ohio, copy in the Toledo Public Library. At. the tine I saw 
it , about 1888, the tiepiece was Cisuantled aul its vurious parts stored 
On & table. During uy later years I have becozie such interested in the 
science of Lorology aud often regret thut this clock cae to ‘notices ut.suck 
an early period of my life that I could not view it understandingly. Its 
present whereabouts is unknown. I have many tities wondered if old Heury 
Dunster was perchance related to thet Henry Dunster who was the first presi- 
dent of Harvard College and died in 1659. 


One one occasion while visiting st tne Shanks hoi.e with our liother, it 
was arranged tut the faiuily should drive over to the Korie of our greet-aunt, 
ULristine Moore, to see our #reut-graudiiother, Vatherine Sherrets Shanks, 
who was ill. The illness proved to be her last one, as she died shortly 
after our visit. This is the only time I ever saw iy waternal great-srand- 
tiother. liy great-grandfather, Devid Shanks, had died a few years perviously. 


‘plfa toa ee Wal Attica. I Start CO moCuUOO ls: 


I started my school life in September, 1886, and had as first teacher 

Miss Hattie Cutler, a very efficient instructor anc good disciplinarian, for- 
lierly connected with the old Republic Acadeny. Miss Cutler kept in her desk 
for purposes of discipline a broken rawhide whip which I saw used on several 
occasions. The school superintendent in 1886 was Russell B. Drake. The 
schoolhouse wis located at the east ‘end of High Street, the site of the present. 
centralized school. The old school was built in 1877, was of brick construct- 
ion, with three stories and tall bell tower in front. The first-grader's 
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rooli waS on the first floor on the north side. I recull as classiotes: 


Vera Lowe Josie wundwiler Wayland Ayres 
Rosa Long Ckurley Carpenter Walter Heabler 
Purdy V. Meyer Fred G. Ringle Philip King 
Leona Work Myrtle Keller Grace Lebold 
Rolla Lebold Artford Carson - Carleton S. iiyers 


Stewart Hanilton Wellie Meyers 


The schoolhouse was heated in cold weather by a large hot-air furnace. 
I recall one occasion on a cold day of the winter of 1887 when the furnace 
was fired to suck a degree that a fire broke out between the walls. School 
was hurriedly dismissed and not resumed for several weeks pending the in- 
Stallation of new heating equipment, which in this case was a modern steai 
heating plant. But it must have been a l-pipe systas, for thenceforth 
each day we were treated to a concegt of the music of grinding and pound- 
ing of water in the radiutors. I imch liked going to school and readily 
took to my studies. iy teacher in the school years 1888 and 1889 was Miss 
Ida Sanford; and in 1890 and 1891 Miss Icedore Huffuan. The latter re- 
tired fro: teaching on her marriage in 1891 to Sasuel F. Kaufuan, the town 
jeweler. Some weeks before her retire:ent she bavea farewell party to 
her pupils in her houe where were any good things to eat, including ice 
creaii, then a great delicacy. In 1889 R. B. Drake was replaced by George 
M. Hoke aS superintendent. 


As to the general characteristics of the old school in the 1880's, 
the playgrounds for the girls and boys were separate, the boys! being to 
the south and the girls' to the north. The playgrounds were to the rear, 
the front being given over to a lawn and shade trees. Nobody was allowed 
to enter there without permission. A high board fence separated the two 
playgrounds and anyone invading the other side was out of bounds and was 
disciplined by being kept inside during recess. At tine of recess the 
tiore active pupils engaged in various gules such as ball tossing, chasing, 
juiping, wrestling, etc., and on rare occasions « fist fight might break 
out. One such event I recall in which Walter Willoughby and Danny Long 
were the contestants. In wintertiz.c when there was snow the uost populer 
gone was Fox und Geese. This gaue was played gn a circular track warked 
out in the snow and the general object was, to catch the "fox" by follow- 
ing him around the paths: no jw:ping ucross allowed. Another popular gaiie 
was Crack the Whip in which a line of boys, perhaps ten or more, would join 
hands, and led by the wost uctive player on the inside of the line, the 
"whip" would be lusned buck and forth until such speed was attained at 
the cuter end that it was indeed an expert who would be able to hold on. 
The game, of course, was to be able to hold your place at the line's end. 
Still another favored ga.e a.ong the boys was Crossout wherein one player 
would chase another and a third would then cut in between the two, in his 
turn beconing the object chased. The ga.e was continued until a player 
was tugged, in which event he becaiie "it" and had tc ao the chasing. 


Soon after starting to school I acquired as chur Carley Myers, son of 
Dr. J. G. Myers, a physician of Attica who diced in 188% Carley had a 
younger brother, Hartwell. Carley and I were rmiuch together; often I went 
to his home on North Main Street. he was a great siinic, fond of fun and 
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frolic. We used to, help each other do chcres. On cone occasion I recall 
we were instructed to go down to Mrs. Mary Bennett's kcouse to bring in and 
pile up her winter supply of wood. rs. Bennett was very ceaf and this cir- 
cunstance presented at the tine a golden opportunity for Carley to use his 
talent for ninicry to the linit and tc then veice words that in other sur- 
roundings he never would have dared use. We rolled witi laughter and the 
work dragged. "Wnat are you boys laughing at?", Mrs. B. would ask. For 
answer Carley would point up the street and then we laughed the harder. It 
is related of hirs. Bennett that at one tiiie She lost a silver quarter down 
a crack in the board sidewalk outside her nhoue und having hired 4 work an 
to recover it, did recover it--at a charge by the worliuian cf 50 cents! 


At the north end of town was the George Keller brick yard and nearby 
the Jackson sawiill, at one tine operated by Ebert Work. Both of these en- 
terprises Liade us of steai engines and had ponds to furnish water; that in 
the Keller y-rd was of a size sufficient to enable a boat to be floated cn 
it. George Keller built a good-sized boat with a canopy whose use on the 
pond furnished a pleasant diversion to the young folk of tke neighborhood. 
The blacksnith shops of Engelhart, Klair & Co. und of Libe & Burget have 
been previously referred to. Much shoeing of horses was done kere. It wes 
interesting to watch the oldtire siiithies in action, to see how the horse- 
shoes were formed and fitted to the hooves of the animals. Suall boys of 
the town never tired cf watching this process. In the swusertine the shop 
dccrs were open und the ring of hatsaier on anvil cculd be heard 'way up cn 
the village square. The giant bellows was operated by the suith who pull- 
ed a wood lever, blowing a blast of air into the forge. The fitting of 
iron tires to wagon wheels was a host interesting process to watch. The 
broad tire was heated red in a fire all arcund it, then quickly grasped with 
the tongs and fitted onto its wheel where the wradual ccocling would insure 
OQ tight’ fit. Afterwards the wheel would be cleaned and painted. Often on 
Fourths of July young xen of the village wuld go to the blacks:ith's 
shop in tke evening tc set off cherges cf powder by lieans of a lung ircn 
red heated red at the end. — 


Attica was settled abcut 1832. It is located cn the old Colwbus 
& Sandusky turnpike near the i:iddle of Venice tornship. In 1828 tle east 
and west road that crosses the pike at the village square was surveyed by 
David Risdun. The crossing place of the two roads proved to be ua suitable 
place for a tiarket town and a thriving village sucn grew up there. The 
early roads were unitiproved except tiie Coluw..bus and Sandusky pike, which 
was often in disrepair, however the mile northward frou. Attica to the rail- 
way station at Siam was always maintained in gocd conditicn because of the 
heavy traffic between the two places. The Baltincre & Ohio railway's 
Chicago extensicn was built in 1873 a wile north cf Attica; anc speaking of 
it, when the line was first surveyed itany citizens made efforts to have 
the road pass thrzugh the town and it is said the railroad authorities were 
favorable if the sui of $1000 would be raised. However, other interests 
were opposed to this plan, contending that in any event the survey had been 
hiade through the north end of town and would not be changed: so why spend 
the rioney? The result is known: the tricks were laid a nile north of 
town and Attica was left high and dry without a railway until the short 
line, the C. S. & H., now a part of the Pennsylvania systa., was built 
about 1893. This is now exclusively a coal carrier. Meany folk Lave won- 
dered what the history of Attica would huve been had the B. & 0. been 
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built through it then. Did Attica miss its destiny through lack of vision? 
Siam, or Attica Station, first known as Detroit, on the railroad a mile 
north of Attica, owes its birth to the road and to the traffic that grew up 
between it and the town on the south. Here was soon established a general 
Store, a post office, a grain elevator and stockyards following the location 
of the railway station with its telegraph office. The operator in 1882 was 
Thomas J. James, father of Frank B. James, of Willard, Ohio, the present 
Asst. Postmaster (1950). Mail for Attica was put off the trains at Siam and 
taken to the larger town by hack or bus which in the 1880's was operated by 
the livery firm of Courtright & Myers who had the contract for carrying the 
mails. During this period I recall as Attica postmasters: Ab. F. Lepper, 

oe K. Crane and Alva’ G. Sutton. 


About 1883 a telephone line was built from Attica to Siam with terminus 
at the Attica end in Lester Sutton's bank and at the other end in the rail- 
road station. This line was of great convenience to business men and shippers 
of freight and was put to frequent use in their daily transactions. The 
telephone instruments (then under the monopoly of the Bell patents) were 
leased from the Bell interests. About this time my father became interested 
in the new device and as he was in need of a means of communication between 
his office and our home, conceived the idea of making a telephone himself, 
as he was of a mechanical turn of mind and thought he could do it. He 
thereupon had Sanford Niles, the town handyman or carpenter, make him two 
small wooden boxes in which he housed soft iron cores wrapped with magnet 
wire to actuate a tintype diaphragm beneath a turned wood earpiece. Horse- 
shoe permanent magnets at the back served as the handles; and wire from the 
electro-magnets inside led to the line through binding posts on top of the 
box. When the instruments were completed a single copper wire was run over 
roofs from our house to my father's office. Signalling was by magneto bell. 
These home-made primitive telephones worksd”™ very well until by some means 
the Bell Company got wind of the situation and compelled their discontinuance 
on the grounds that the Bell patent had been infringed. After this fiasco 
my parent, still needing a telephone, had recourse to a simpler device, an 
acoustic 'phone, which he rigged up and duly connected to his old copper 
line. These "thump" telephones were nothing more nor less than wooden boxes, 
one at either end of the line, with circular openings over which were stretch- 
ed parchment as on a drumhead, with a metal button in the center fastened to 
the line wire. The voice was transmitted from one instrument to the other 
solely by means of sound waves led over the line of wire. We used these 
telephones for several years until our removal to Toledo in 1891. They worked 
very well. The Bell patent expired in 1893. 


Chris Sherman, the tailor, was a brother of George Sherman Sr., the 
harness maker, who was married to our aunt, Lillie Blaine. Chris at one 
time employed six hands in his tailor shop but with the advent on the market 
of ready-made clothing the custom tailoring business declined and in the 
later years of his life Chris devoted his efforts principally to the repair 
and cleaning of clothes. Mrs. Sherman, universally known as Tene, was a 
daughterof Philip Fox, a native of France who amigrated to America at an 
early date and settled in Hillsdale County, Michigan. Chris and Tene had 
no children and we boys always found a welcome in their home, having many 
a good meal there. Tene had a niece, Lillian Wright, of Chicago, I1l., 
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who used to visit in her home summers and was then our childhood playmate. 
She is married to Karl Klose, of Whiting, Indiana, and has daughters Norene 
and Billie. 


About the year 1888 Attica was excited when a drilling rig was set up 
in Henry Seavolt's field in the north end of town to prospect for gas. Op- 
erations went on for several weeks and it was reported that gas had been 
struck. However, all activity suddeniy.ceased and the derrick and machinery 
were dismantled and removed. It was rumored that certain interests had 
bought off the prospector and that the well had been plugged. Be that as it 
mav, for many years the sole reminder to the citizens of this ill-starred 
venture was a short length of iron pipe protruding from the ground along the 
road to Attica Station. During the drilling period many small boys of the 
town set up little derricks and attaching an iron rod to a string and pulley, 
commenced drilling their own "gas wells". As always, when the occupation became 
irksome they lost interest and turned to some new activity. 


in the 1880's Attica's only amusement place besides the School Hall was 
the Odd Fellows! "Opera House" on South Main Street. Here came all the travel- 
ing shows and were held public and private dances. When a show troupe hit town 
the manager's first move was to go to the printing office and have run off 
some 200 or 300 handbills advertising the show for distribution about town. 
These were usually one- or two-night stand shows excepting that during "Fair 
Week" a week's run was the rule. Cliff Lake, of the Journal office, would hire 
several small boys to pass the showbills around town and as far south as Caro- 
line, the hamlet on Honey Creek a mile away. Our reward was a free pass to the 
show. Many a time I served as bill passer and thus earned a front-row seat 
in the old Opera House where I saw such shows as "Ten Nights In A Barroom", 
East Lynne", etc., and these although entirely "corny" according to modern 
standards, yet to us village boys of the 1880's were something very grand 
and exciting. Stage illumination in those days was primitive, with oil lamps. 
Sometimes "Doc" Harman, the mayor, would put on an entertainment in the way of 
local talent he had trained in -moperetta or chorus. Now and then public 
dances would be given in the Opera House and although frowned upon by some 
of the town's church members, found many devotees among the liberal-minded 
citizens and farmers who rightly considered it well to grant opportunities 
for social diversion to their boys and girls. It was here that I learned 
to dance both the waltz and the quadrille; but this came later when I was in 
high school and Aunt Lillie,Sherman was my teacher and mentor. 


The great event in the year's program of pleasure was certainly . the 
annual Attica Fair, usually held the latter end of September or the first 
of October. This was a week of excitement and fun for small town boys, from 
the intidl days when the exhibits began to come in, show tents to be set up 
and horses driven to their barns, to the end of the Feir when the reverse 
process took place. There was much to do and to see. No small boy ever paid 
an admission fee at the gates; to them all was as free as air. We boys usu- 
ally had a silver quarter to spend during Fair Week and it mostly went for 
eats in some form: ice cream candy, popcorn or grapes. Sometimes we would club 
together and buy a large watermelon, then go to the center of the race track 
and carve it up, thoroughly enjoying it in an atmosphere of racing and general 
festivity. In -Fair Week the livery barns were busy running hacks from the 
village square to the grounds, the fare 25 cents. Farmers drove in with their 
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families in wagons, the children sitting on straw in the wagon boxes. 
Lunches were brought for an all-day stay. Many a farm boy and girl were 
promised a trip to the Fair in return for diligence in doing their chores 
or in their school studies. It was inspiring to go about viewing the 
live stock and new types of farm machines; the womens' fancy work and 
canned fruit exhibits in the Art Hall where colored ribbons were granted 
as premiums for excellence in exhibits. Then there were always the horse 
races and one year I recall, about 1887, there was e race of the old-type 
high-wheeled bicycles around the half-mile track. There were always the 
Side shows and sandwich, grape and cider stands; and if the weather was 
fair there was bound to bea good attendance. In one respect, however, 
the Attica Fair was lame; the grounts were unattractive. There were no 
trees. One wonders why the fair officials during the years did not cause 
shade trees to be planted, thus enhancing the beauty of the grounds and 
providing for restful comfort of the patrons. 


In the 1880's as I recall, there were two hotels doing business in 
Attica: the Ohio House, conducted by Wm. Pitcher on East Tiffin Street, and 
the Ayres House, at one tine also knovm as the Weaver House, on the north- 
east corner of the square. This latter was later knovm as the Ringle 
House. Both hotels had in front high, wooden signs; thet of the Ayres 
House was set well out into the street adjacent to an old well that for 
many years served to slake the thirst of citizens. This well had a horse 
trough; and a tin cup always hung on a hook on the pump. Right in tlie 
middle of the west crosswalk on the square there was another well with a 
watering trough for animals. These fine old wells were in use until con- 
paratively recent times but in the end had to give way to progress when 
the streets were paved. In front of the Ringle House there used to stand 
several old wood benches taken from the old Baptist Church. These were 
placed for the use of guests of the inn and for loafers in general; and on 
pleasant days of summer they never lacked occupants. Especially on Sunday 
Ihornings in the doldrum between breakfast and dinnertime when the good wife 
was at church would certain citizens gather there. One such group it was 
ny privilege to photograph in the swmier of 1896 on a waruSun y morning 
in front of the Rinzle House. In this group were: Henry Steigneyer, 
Jaca; snd Donald Engelhart, Ed. Crossley, Oliver Kent, Samuel Wise, Dr. 

EH. G. Blaine, John Rose, George Songer, Jacob ‘Engelhart Sr., Cyrus Carpen- 
ter and Elra Hall. The 1ld-tirie hotels furnished excellent weals for 25¢ 
and were well patronized by both the home folks and the traveling public. 
All meals were put onto the tables and no limit on the anount of food to be 
"stowed". It was everything in front of you and help yourself! For the 
convenience of traveling ren, or "runners" as they were then called, the 
hotels provided sariple rooms where goods could be displayed to local mer- 
chants. One such rooi: was in a small fratte building on East Tiffin Street 
adjacent to the Ringle House that my father in 1883 rented for his doctor's 
office. About 1887 he moved into his own new office across the street 
beside the old Pitcher hotel. This was the office that was destroyed in 
the big fire of 1889 which I have described elsewhere. 


During lis early years of practice ry fether had several medical stu- 
dents reading with him, among whom I recall Dr. Adelbert D. Bowen, of West 
Loci, Ohio; John French, of Ganges; Martin E. Wilson, Bettsville; Fred Tay- 
lor, Bellevue; Henry N. Bowen, North Fairfield; and Hartwell 0. Hunt, of 
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Reedtown. My father was very acbitious in the uedicel profession and in the 
niddle 1880's formed a connection with the Toledo Medical College at Toledo 
where he was assigned to the professorship of Diseases of tke Nervous Systen. 
he made frequent visits to Toledo for the purpose of lecturing at the college. 
As he kad in youth learned tke printing trade and kad acquired the office of 
-The Attica Journal in 1884, Le thus kad at kis co:tand a complete printing out- 
fit which he decided to put to use in the publication of a nedical journal 

to be issued tonthly in Attica, na@-ed the "Medical Compend." This he publish- 
ed in connection with tLe Journal and its first issue came out in October, 
1884, witk ception as follows: 


VOL. °I OCTOBER, 1884 No. 1 
“Mmituw in Parvo" 
The 
MEDICAL COMPEND 
A Monthly Journel of 


Practical iedicine. 
Short Practical Articles 3 H. G. Blaine, 4.D., &ditor 
Everything Brief and to tke No. 5 East Tiffin St. 
Point. A Monthly Epitanue cf AT F-E CC ALS on’ r-O 


Current Medical Thought. 
The Cheapest Medical Journal Published 
in the Forlid 
FIFTY CENTS A YEAR, IN ADVANCE 

Single Copies, 16 Cents 

—- oO -- 

ATTICA, OHIO 
Published by the Coripend Co. 


Entered at the Post Office in Attica, Ohio 
as Second-cless Matter 


Before cur re.oval toe Toledo in 1891 the nace of the publication wes 
changed to Tike Toledo Medical Compend and Dr. Jonathan Priest, of that city, 
becaz:e associated viet my father in tke enterprise. In the year 1894 Ir 
Claren S. Miller, of Toledo, became omner of thé journel rhick xas ear. 
bec'ne the Aijerican Matas Compend with Dr. ©. P. Wagar 2s editor. The 
Hagezine will be further referred to in the chapter on the Attica Journal 
printinm office. 


In 1885 there occurred in Attica a serious fire in xhich nany business 
places on Scuth Bain Street were destroyed. Asong these were: the J. R. 
Strandler hardyare store; the Hsarson drug store; J. H. Carpenter. grecery; 
J. W. Walker furniture store; Jacob Fnzelhart blacksnith. and carriage shop; 
Jacob Courtright, livery; Rininger & Silcox, grocery; Fred Uhle, grocery; and 
others. This fire started in the Carpent=r grocery, probably from an over- 
heated stove and elthouzh valiant efforts were nade to combat it, the con- 
flagration continued until a goodly part of the business section of the tom 
was Durmed dowmm. I well reuenber the excitecent of this fire anc our sub- 
Sequent riummecing in the ruins in search of souvenirs. The cevestated crea 
was socn rebuilt. Scarcely had the excitecent of this fire died dorm vhen 
on Jan. 4, 1887 eee to the startled totm news of.a horrible train wreck on 
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the B. & 0. Ry. at Republic, Ohio, a few wiles to the northwest, where a 
fust traveling pussenger train ploughed into a standing freight, dishled 
because of engine failure. The wreck at once took fire and in the inferno 
of the wooden coaches of that period a large nuuber of passengers Let death. 
I well recall this event, which was a subject of discussion auong our elders 
for a long tiie. Many Attica people went over to see the wreck and I re- 
call ny father's telling of one group riding there on a B. & 0. engine frou 
Siam which ran into trouble: Henry Steigneyer, one of the number, taking 
alarm when someone yelled that a switch was open, juped ond suffered a 
broken leg, V. Jay Hills, an Attica photographer, took views of the wreck, 
of the victius and of the funeral procession, of whcch he sold tiany copies. 


A fire more serious than that of 1886 broke out in Attica during the 
night of April 5, 1889 on East Tiffin Street near the square and raged until 
noon of the next day. It startcd in the Joseph Myers fraiie building and 
spread in both directions very rapidly until it had consumed all business 
places on the south side of East Tiffin Street. Anong the burned build- 
ings was ny father's new office adjacent to the Ohio House and the Attica 
Journal printing office, both of which were insured. During the fire when 
it was seen that in spite of all efforts the printshop would burn, all 
work was centered on the retioval of all portable equipment and nuch was 
Salvaged, including tho removable parts of the old hand press. When the 
danger becaie too great the workers beat a hasty retreat before the oncoming 
flares. On the early sorning of this fire boys and nen ran through the 
streets yelling "FIRE"! iy brothers and I hurriedly dressed and ran up 
town to see the "fun"; and in the universal excitenent we forgot our 
breakfasts and never went ho..e until after 9 o'clock. When the ruins had 
sufficiently cooled sriall boys had a field day searching anong the ruins 
to see what they could find. At the site cf the printshop much nelted type 
metal was salyi.,.° and the nain frame of the old iron hand press used 
for so Lany years in printing the Journal was found intact, although si:oked 
and dirty. It was cleaned up and reassetibled and thereafter for many a 
year did duty in the local printshops under the capable hands of Cliff Lake. 


My father's new office had been built sowe two years before this fire, 
in 1887, and during its construction I net with a serious accident. On 
April 1 of that year I ventured to clirb up oa workman's ladder to the sec- 
ond story where the carpengers were working. In uiaking ity way across the 
open joists I stepped on a short board and fell heavily to the floor below, 
breaking ny left thigh bone. I remember nothing of the fall and regained 
Consciousness while being carried to the printing office by one of the 
men, Scott Carpenter. My father happened to be there and laying me on 
the imposing stone and naking a hasty examination pronounced it a broken 
leg. I was then carried home and that afternoon ny father, assisted by 
Dr. Clarence A. Force, then a tedical student, gave me chloroform and set ny 
leg. Before I went to sleep on this occasion I recall seeing the fright- 
ened faces of iy older brothers and sore neighbor boys peeking through the 
window at the scene inside. After the operation I was lodged on a sofa 
where I remained on my back for sone weeks. To prevent a shortening of 
ty hesling leg ny father attached to it a small iron with its fastening 
Cord running over a small pulley at the end of my couch. To while awey the 
time I used to read, to draw pictures and to ake kites. Thus the tine 
passed until I could sit up and eventually hobble about with the aid of a 
pair of home-made crutches. In a short tine uy leg was as good as ever. 
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The Attica Journal unc the Old Printing office 


The Journal wis started in Attice by C. W. Clough who brought an old Wekls 


hand printing press and « couplete printing outfit fron Monroeville, Ohio, 
and got out the first issue of a paper in Attica on April 6, 1876. My father 
had learned the printing trade vhile a boy in Pittsburgh, Pa., it the hone of 


his parents. In his diary under date of April 4, 1876, I find the follow- 
ing entry: 


NArose at 5:30 and. done the feeding. at 9 o'clock went 
to Attica on horseback, got to town at 10:30 and ut 10:45 
took ty horse down to M. Moore's stable to stay till night 
there. Went to tiie printing office to set type there for 
the first issue of the "Journal". Worked till 6 PM. Got 
1Y cinner at the Ayres House at 12 noon. At 6:10 went and 
g0t wy horse and cure back,..will work at the printing 
orfice tomorrow." 


And next day: 


"arose at 5 and at 6:05 went te Attica to work in the 
printing office. Worked all day till 10:30 PM. Got ny 
dinner at M. Moore's and got Ly supper at the Ayres House. 
At 10:40 left the printing office and cae to Bave Fink's 
to stay at nigut. Helped print thie first nwuber of The 
Attica Journal at 9:40 PM." 


As for the origin of the old press, it is said that Mr. Clough obtain- 
ed it from one Wilkinson in Monroeville and thet it was used there to print 
the first issue of "The sionroeville Spectator." according to Cliff Lake, 
veteran Attica printer, the press was then second-hand, so its real age is 
lost in the mists of history. the Seneca County history published by 
Warner, Beers & Co. in 1886 tells us tnat Clough sold tke Journal to one 
A. H. Baldsley, of Findlay, Ohio, who in turn sold the paper to Dr. J. C. 
Myers, of Attica, who owned it up to the tive of his death on Jan. 18, 
1884. Thomas B. Walker bought the paper fron the Mtyers estate and ran the 
printing office until Jan. 1, 1885, vhen he sold it to Dr. Hurry G. Blaine. 
The latter sold the office=to Eugene A. Kelly in the fall of 1889. Kelly 
retained ownership until July, 1893, when Le sold out to J. S. Opdyke vbo 
ran the paper until spril, 1911. In 1915 he sold the printing putfit to 
a@?an in Carey, Ohio, who published a poultry journal. However, the old 
hand press used for so isany years in printing the Journel was taken over 
by G. vu. Lake, better known as "Cliff". Cliff started The Attica Hub on 
Murch 10, 1896, to co.pete with Opdyke's Journal. The old press was sold 
to Henry Ford by Lake in August, 1932, and now reposes on the floor of the 
Edison Institute Museu. «wt Dearborn, tMichkigen, a fitting resting place 
after its long career of ineritorious service. It beurs a card Larked 
WELLS PRESS. Whenever the writer visits the luseun the first object he 
goes to see is tho old hand press. It seaiis to hin. like an old friend. he 
recalls the meny happy hours spent in the Attica printing office when the 
press may be seid to have been in its prime; yiien it was operated so labor- 
iously by the typos rushing exch week to get tle issue out and into the 
iails; its baptism of fire anc its rgsurrectionto do service for ituny yoers. 
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No history of printing in Attica would be complete without reference to 
George Clifford Lake, universally known as "Cliff" to his townsmen, who 
Started to learn the "art preservative" in the old Attica Journal office on 
Dec. 14, 1880 as general factotum or printer's devil. He worked under var- 
ious owners from Dr. Myers to J. S. Opdyke until 1896 when he cut loose 
and started his own local paper, The Attica Semi-Weekly Hub. Cliff was 
active in printing the first issue of The Medical Compend, a monthly medical 
journal founded by Dr. Blaine in October, 1884, and which continued to be 
printed in the Journal office until 1889 when the office of publication was 
transferred to Toledo. (Ses page 24 for details of first issue.) 


In the:Hub’ for Jan. 24,1936, clirr published an article entitled 
"Printing Business A to Z in Attica", in which he set forth in detail the 
vicissitudes of the struggle to maintain publication of a newspaper in the 
town. According to Cliff, the room first occupied by the Journal under its 
founder, Clough, was in the F. H. Steigmeyer building on North ‘Main Street, 
on the second floor; and the working force under the first proprietor was 
Clough himself, his wife Evelyn and her brother, Danny Parker. The first 
printer's devil was Dus Gilmer and later serving in this capacity were Leon- 
ard Sutton and Albert Hall, of whom Dus was the only one to finish learning 
the trade. At a later time according to Cliff, Tom Heabler was devil. In 
this connection the writer has been told that Oscar J. Myers was at one 
time employed in the Journal office. Cliff mentioned that after acquiring 
ownership Dr. Myers sold out to Charles DeBrant, formerly of the force of 
The Findlay Jeffersonian, who threw up the "quill" after nine Ionths, where- 
upon ownership reverted to Dr. Myers. After Dr. Blaine took over the 
paper from Tom Walker it was published under the name of G. C. Lake & COs", 
with Lake as editor and manager. 


It is said that in selecting a name for his projected Semi-weekly in 
Attica Cliff made use of an old hat in which he deposited various names of 
newspapers and had his little son, Durrell, reach in his hand and pull out 
a name, which in this case proved to be "The Fub". Thus the paper was 
christened "The Attica Semi-Weekly Hub", later changed to "The Attica Hub", 
a weekly, of which Cliff was owner and publisher until Feb. 1, 1941, when 
he sold out to Nelson Olds and retired to a well earned rest. He made his 
home with his daughter, Floreine Young, in Bucyrus, Ohio, until his death 
on Jan. 1, 1947. 2: 

Now, as to the various locations of the printing office in Attica: 

The Journal first saw the light in a second-floor room of the Steig- 
meyer building on North Main Street. 

Dr. Myers moved the office about 1878 to a room over the Sutton bank. 

When Tom Walker took over he immediately moved the outfit into a frame 
building north of the bank, on the ground f'loor. 

Upon Dr. Blaine's acquiring ownership he moved the Journal office to 
East Tiffin Street into the second floor of a frame building owned by Jacob 
Sherman, the first floor of which was occupied by the Teeple millinery. 

This was the office burned out in the big fire of 1889 after which it was 
moved to the second floor of the Hoke & Myers bakery on South Main Street. 

After E. A. Kelly became owner he moved the Journal office to the Fink, 
Bemenderfer & Gates furniture store on North Main Street, where it occupied 
the second floor. 
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J. S. Opdyke sometiie after he purchased it i:oved the office ugain into 
the Steigueyer building where it first saw the light, but onto the first 
floor instead of the second. This i8 the place where the Attica Journal 
finally expired in 191l---in the very building in which it was born! 


The first Journal the writer recalls is that located in the Shernan 
building on East Tiffin Street over the Teeple nillinery. It was entered by a 
wooden stairway at the west side of the building and occupied the entire sec- 
ond floor. At this tine (1886) the printery had besides the old Wells hand 
press a Gordon job press, a proof press and a good supply of paper and job type 
in he ordinary wood cases at which the compositors either stood or sat on 
high stools when setting type. There was an old pot-bellied stove for heat 
and all around was the usual dirt and grime of an old-time printing office. 
This included the faued printshop office towel, innocent of any trace of its 
original whiteness. Typos in 1887 were Cliff Lake, Elra Hall and Elmer Fire- 
stone who were assisted at tites on paper work by my mother, Lucy E. Blaine, 
who is said to have becciue a gocd conpositor. Alongside the stove were 
usually found two spitoons lade of old plug tobacco boxes filled with sawdust, 
of which a plentiful supply was always available at the old rake factcry. The 
men typos would expectorate from their high stools into the boxes and in the 
Course of tinue developed considerable skill in maksmanship in hitting the 
target. If any loafing siiall boys were in the vicinity, they were likely to 
get their bare feet decorated with warm: tobacco juice, in which event a hasty 
visit to the town pump becaiie necessary. 


During the tite our father owned the Jcurnal office we boys hung about a 
good deal there and it is not surprising that the printers of the day iuprov- 
ed every cpportunity of playing pranks on us. Having in gcod measure small 
boys! insatiable curiosity about anything wechanical cr novel, we were doubt- 
less often in the way. At one titie I recall cur father had in the print shop 
a galvanic battery machine which the typos rigged up with a pail of water and 
then tempted us boys to dive into it with our hands after pennies while hold- 
ing a teruineal of the battery. Whenever we touched the vater we got a severe 
though haruless electric shock. But persistence wins and it is recalled that 
we boys did in fact recover several pennies anid the loud laughter of Cliff 
and his fellow-cunspiretors. The said pennies were soon spent fur candy at 
Hearscn's nearby drug store. But it is not tu be thought that the Blaine 
boys dic net sosetines retalicte for all the pranks played cn then. One day 
we had been engaged in the fen of opening the shop decr to yell in at Cliff 
who each tine tried tu hit us with a wet spcenge. He invariably missed his 
Liark; and locking for his next chance got all set with an extra wet sponge 
ready to be fired the instant the door again opened. It did open, the nis- 
Sile was fired and hit the victin full in front:--but in this caso the said 
victin was not cne of the Blaine boys but was George Gruy, editor of The 
Fostoria Democrat, cn his way to pay a friendly and fraternal call at the ; 
office of the Journal. He revarked to Cliff: "A fine way to treat a visitor!" 
Cliff had tc buy hiri a new shirt. Cliff dearly lcved his joke and many a 
tiie in sumer his loud guffaws could be heard froi:i the printing office clear 
up on the squzre. Having spent his entire life in the town, he was well 
infurued on all its duings and knew everybody. He was one of the best known 
cf the oldti-e printer-publishers and one cf the last. 


After the fire of 1889 a cci:pletely new printing cutfit was bought and 
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the office t.5ved onto the seeund fle.r cf the building cn South Mein Street 
occupied by the ticke & Myers Bakery, the proprietors of whicl were Douglas 
V. Hoke and Oscar J. Myers. AS stated, the old press was salvaged fron the 
fire and found resting place while awaiting the arrival of the new outfit 
in a loft in Jake Ringle's livery barn. The new equipitent consisted of all 
new type, cases, job press and a stereotyping outfit for use in printing the 
Medical Compand and other bcoks. After renovation the old Wells handpress 
was used for Lany lore years in getting out the Jcurnal. The rechanics of 
the cperaticn was about as follows: the fcris were "put to bea" in the 
press, the large two-hinded ink-roller was swiped along the inking stone anda 
rolled over the type by cne operator while the other grasped a paper page 
frou the pile and quickly placed it in positicn on the frame leaning against 
the wood standard, then lowered the frace onto the type. Then followed the 
turning of the crank which woved the carriage under the platen for the in- 
pression or squeeze, this being brought abcut by pulling the wccden handle 
to set in acticn the knuckle-joint to produce the impression. The following 
action, taking the paper from the press, wes just the reverse. Publication 
day, usually Thursday of each week, was a tu.e of hurry and hustle to get 

in last minute changes before the forms were lucked. During the early 1880's 
the Journel subscripticn list contained upward cf 500 noses. The writer has 
in his pessessicn an old subscripticn beck of 1887, a perusal cf which 
furnishes the nanes of liany furner and later residents, heads of fariilies, 
in Attica in that year, as well as the navies of Lany fermuer residents then 
living elsewhere. 


Life in Attica 


In the 1880's it was the custom t: Leld an annual schcol picnic on the 
last day of schocl and the site usually chcsen was in the D. J. Neikirk 
wocds east of town. This was a beautiful location on the banks of Honey 
Creek with many fine forest trees. I recall such a picnic in the year 
1687 when the pleasure seckers were drowned cut by a heavy shover of rain 
which, however, failed to dacpen the spirits of the children. It was the 
custom for the sriall boys cf the town to go swituiing at a Swilssing hole 
SMewhat nearer town, not far fror: the present Pennsylvania railroad 
bridge. There was quite a bit cf fishing in the creek fcr suckers, bull- 
heads and sunfish; and nwany a citizen of Attica received his first instruct- 
ions in the practice of the gentle art cof Izaak Walton aleny the quiet 
banks of this strean. Thére was never anything quite sv nice in early 
spring when the snows had 1ielted and the sun began tc warn uy the earth 
as tc wander down to the wocds alcngy Honey Creek; to see nature unfolding 
again in the tiiracle cf the rebirth cf the trees and flowers in a truly 
sylven setting. Often of a Sunday tiorning certain business iien of the 
‘Village would seek ts ccLiiune with nature and wander cff with pole and bait 
and lunch to spend a quiet and refreshing day aid the beauties cf the 
scene in field and forest, on the bunks of the noted strean. In winter 
the creek beca@e a skater's highway. Many and many a titie have we beys 
skated fcr niles aling its ecurse, from the old swituing Kole ta “way 
beyond the bridge at Caroline. I well reweiber iy first pair of skates 
received as a Christmas gift in 1886. These were fastened tc the shoe 
by means Jf a etal plate set into the heel;and t: be able tc insert the 
skate car. inte the heel it first was necessary to visit the shcenaker tu 
Have him guuge out a hale in the leather and screw on a piste, low any 
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times do I recall visiting August bann's shoeshop to. have this operation 
performed by old Pat Ryan, the shoeaker. The front of tiie skate wus fasten- 
ed in the usual nanner by a strap; but as all boys’ shves cf the period were 
of the button variety, there was little support for the ankles. 


One of our favorite places of diversion was the spacious yard of the old 
ffoltz residence on East Tiffin Street. The house of square brick construction 
was built prior to the Civil War by Michael R. Moltz, a prctinent merchant of 
the town, ere were lany tall evergreen trees which gave shelter to nuerous 
sparrows! nests and as there wes in the 1880's a State bounty for the destruc- 
tion of these birds, many a day saw the suall boys of the towm cli::bing up the 
Moltz trees to hunt sparrows! nests; and the young when fcund would be taken 
up to Squire Couch's office for the reward of a dine a dozen. We recall the 
beauty of this spacious yard with its flower beds and profusicn cf Ecllyhocks. 
On our many excursions here Mrs. Moltz and Miss Mabel Hayes, who at one tine 
lived in the hcme, used to give us cookies. Mr. Moltz was a stall man who 
wore a cape and used every day tc teke his walk uptown during the course of 
which if he cbserved any stcnes or pebbles lying on the sidewalk, would strike 
then off with his cane. It was not long befvre the boys got conto this fact 
and sunetines befctre Mr. Moltz came out in the norning we would go over the 
walks laying pebbles just to see thé cld gentleman knock then off. This old 
citizen's place of business was at the northwest corner of Main and Tiffin 
Streets. He dealt in general werchandise and hed a warehouse back of his 
store on the alley running north from West Tiffin Street. It is told that at 
one time during the Civil War period Mr. Mcitz had stored in the warehouse 
& con ‘siderable stock of barreled whiskey, sone of which were stored along the 
east wall next to the outside boards which had large cracks here and there. 
The situation beccning known to a group of shoenekers working in a nearby shop, 
cone of then procured an augur and some straws, put the augur tc werk in the 
right pluce, inserted his straw and due to the working of the natural law of 
hydrestatics the fiery fluid flewed cutward and down certain thirsty throats. 
how tuuch shceviaking tcok place thereafter is not recorded. The old Moltz 
home retains today practically the same in appearance as in the 1880's. A 
fine old house that we hope will be preserved for many years to Cone. 


Until about the year 1890 we Blaine boys had neo occupation other than 

- school and the usual distractions of sualltown fry, scue of which I have en- 
unerated. But growing boys need sonething definite, sole concrete object 
upon which to fix their enefzics--or at least su our father concluded; so 
when it becaie known that the family of Frank Steigneyer, a popular young nan 
of the town, was about to nove away from Attica and that in consequence his 
paper business would be suld, our Dad bcught it and set us boys up in a4 busi- 
ness of our own: "Blaine Bros., NewSdealers." We scld papers on the streets 
in the evening and delivered thai tc regular customers. henceforth until our 
own removal from town in 1891, eaeh day would see us waiting at the livery 
stable for the arrival of the hack fra: the Station that brought in our papers. 
My brother Earl wrote me a letter to Pittsburgh where I was visiting, on 

Aug. 13, 1890, fran which I quote: 


"Ernest and I are raking lots of uoney I am rattling 
5 dollars in my hends now Ernest busted the back ex of the 
wagon and also a piece cf the insides cof the gun we are getting 
10 different kinds of papers cn Saturdays." 


30 


fob 


Pal 


a 


4 we 
c . 
4 “ 
= | ay - 
+ 4 
z 
4 
; wri 
+ 
“4 
——f 
5 
2 
= 
4 
J “ 
ue ‘ 
ee 
uw = 2 
. = 
. a 
- - 
“ “ yy 
~ 
. 
t 4 
¢ ; 
r 
> 


CD due 


Pr 
aq 2 4 = 
wae , i 
a Gg + 
. i 2 > fs 
6 > ee 
oO 3 
nah ais +t } 
2 => Ww - 
or 
a . 
‘ ~ 
of i £ ? 
2 e 48) 
ar es. “4 5 
— & . . 3 
a a ~ -< 
ct in of 
— ‘ Ps ~ 
4 ~w & 
iV or | * 
? “ —— 
ra) > =~“ t 
cw e 
a ¢ 
> it G 
:* . 
4 stot 
= 
r 7 - 
‘ 4 es | 
2 ee 
« — =s 8 
~a s 3. 
a4 . 
a ve 
aa y @& A x 
" * * > - 
‘ 4 = Ty 4 
— — nT - 
= a 
2 c 
> r - 
, . ~ 
“4 c > 
wa 
a > 
be “4 2 
- 34 
—< > 
_ > 


i ane 
“% : 
= 6S alk 
Gt 
ue | 
e 
4 ? 
54 
aa 
2 Dc 
~ ™ “4 
oe 
a 
. [= 
= 
: 7 4 


c “ a 


ihe purchise uf the newsp..per business was lade while I was cn a vaca- 
tion trip to the Leuiue of izy grandparents in Pittsburgh, Pa. On July 27, 
1890, wy father wrute ise the full: wing letter on his new Caligraph type- 
writer: 


"You see by tiiis letterLead that the "Blaine Brothers" 
have gone into business. Well, this includes yourself 
as well as Earl and Ernest. We bought out Frank 
Steigneyer's route and the boys are doing real well. 
Since they took the route they have nade about 47.00. 

On Saturdays they sell about 41.50 worth a day. I told 
the boys thut they should save your share for you till 
you Caf.e Lote. When you get hore you are to Lelp then 
and then you will get your share of the money." 


Our pepers included The Toledo Blade, The Cleveland Leader, The Cleve- 
land Plain Dealer, Tue Ohio State Journal ana The Dispatch, of Columbus, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer and The Post, of the saize city; and several newspapers 
of Chicego. We enjoyed the work of delivering papers and wlien our fanily 
moved to Toledo in 1891 sold out the business to Curleton and Hartwell Myers. 


Sone Town Ckuracters 


Anions the characters of old Attica we recall Old Irish Hank, a tramp of 
very evident Hibernian extraction who made pericdical visits to town and had 
no visible t:eans of support. He wore cld-fashioned elcthes anc as he passed 
en his wey uptown the st.all beys would ery cut: "There gies Irish Hank!" 

MKiost noted of the irrespcnsible gentry no doubt was "Old Nelson‘ 
otherwise Nelsun Reed, sotietites knuwm as "Tory Jimmy", a sinple ninded 
Pellow who made his heise in a shunty north cf Attica and spent his tine 
throughout the years traveling abcut the ccuntryside calling on farmers, 
at whick tines he would regale then with all the latest gossip known tc 
Hine He invariably went barefcot until well into the wintertine, had a 
shurt stubby bearn and a flashing eye. It is worthy of note that Ola 
Nelscn used to tinue his calls at farmbouses at just about nealtine when 
of course he was invited te stay. He particularly liked tc call at the 
- heme of Verne Cole, soice itiles east cf Attica just off the Bullhead Road 
te spend the night there. He wus lodged on a cot in a shed near the 
nouse. Verne dearly loved” tc "devil" the ola nan and would on each of 
his visits recite tc hin agecdly arsunt cf (inaginary) gussip which Nel- 
son would absorté and in due ccurse peddle about the countryside. Nelscn 
Was a harmless character who lived his life along people who knew hin fron 
boyhood and treated him kindly. 

In Attica lived old Stephen Ryno, a harmless T™24whs used te gather 
¢ld irvun and rubber te sell, thus earning a few pennies. When asked his 
age he wuld invariably reply: "Well, I ason't just rightly know, but ny 
Laauy used te tell me I was born in hayin!' tine." Old Steve spent most 
of his tine about the hall & Myers foundry on West Tiffin Street. 

_ No history cf Attica would be cvuplete without reference to that noted 
Character, "The iriortal J. N.". | while I never saw hin wyself I had heard 
any tales of hit. from friends, notably Cliff Lake: how J. N . would make 
ccecasivunal visits to various towns, always Stopping at the best hctels and 
never paying his bills. He wire long flowing hair and had an obsession 


31 


2 3 ' is - — Aiwtn ee HIM l pions is ni y 
eg: gaw ft ofhiv. obi euw eaentaud toy. (eve ould 2 Sea ene 
tC a0 eo ,deawudedsiq of edootreqiaaigy Wei fe Bis! ould gt (pth woke 


~via dasratisd wen eri oo tetdel gutwifiot ests es: oyu tw vtoultct 12 ,QCBL 
(tot l ty 


Weventort oarsfa" sdt ted? besdaet3el efit yd cee soy" 
tiseqmeoy cobs loai. 21 ft .f[iLeaw .epertaud ofab ovom oved 
dnescsd tuo ¢.twod: ew _tesava foe Inst ec Liew BB 
fisw ieor sires (3. avo ft S5aB etuveTt @'teva: Wears 
‘ 
HOLE tveds shou oved yodd) eset eas Moot yailt soared 
Log igaaw OC. 03 Iuog ise yoJdt eyabuntsd a0 
Ek Pw 1 gTLi Tay {sous vad duit eyad- eat 
lft of J 9s Woy 6.0. Jap LOY. iho » fw sO) sasd Boy 
tvagott eld to eride aroy deg Litw voy mead has 
Ys.) asi ahs. banlavsLd eit? <shsle obsidt ou® ds hoot 2teaqug “0 


. ite : y ape ‘ rey yrs, re oe j fz % a 
LA’ py be mrt, en? ‘HG root afat otal @2r ,.TO.8s i Eee baal 
kiyrsevee Db: Vd bo 82188 Slag ‘Try | TORT aire nos 18% Cu Dito to siy 20020 


t sho iw bit dveadaq sirteviteb ‘to #itw Sav SeYyorro YY .ogReddtd. to 
We foOteLtn0 agpaneaud aileg two Loe [QSL mr obese { oft eat paocit 
; ; fies lo ke Fob geste $  eTiGLA 
7 9 ) rd i) io" ie, Sa6Dive Wisv 
-$Lo “tov iat ious 7 port whdtery ag 
(I. as uo yr boa od [ioc eld cwotqu Yow eid ge 
oe! i : ats [diensqeeati oul sjona “Seo 


yikifoy shtayatavod sat. dds BuLrtevo Ww BEp5y ont gfodguoxdt 


tg at t a a “a tied? eiaget Dig Bolin fo ihe 7a 

, tirstatw ond -coddt: Dhew Lidgas wooteteo show yidciravai eA mia 

fO sox won to vitor alr vi .9¥o attigsl tT hen ninad yddte nots 
nedw aruvieec tuo: aot t@ aeevodiroet tek eliss S6a 9,168 - heey coos lel 
+a [ies oF penttl yirpisoiisg o% suite, oF betivei sae 6.f @BT9 Teo 

al tsG iit ‘F TEU ai Dies 4 Gtyueo bit Plies , gio Bn mV to oman 

, ween bore v0! ft fet en J@rqiit tdyia edt broqa of 


> £3% io phir Dr acti hj Spd en of DOr Qu. Mas eb vf av . Soar 
ay dotde -@iades, Gptertsect) fo aoutme. yidboge utd ot ed foot ajisiv std 


~~ Fatt ty Sen ~t ~ : = of = a - aw ~~ mer Tr oe ed ey 

21S SOTSVIIHHOS © tooda sibbeq seitoo sub ax Ons frosd Biwow soe 

% ak of , ‘ 4 P p= a _ % > is ead “ep - o a Xie " : a 
td wont onm etgcag aioe Br. [i bil favyil omy wed.srsdo eseiseei & Siw 


Nibwin uti Seteett fap boodyud 
Lodtite.t- Deel city ear wes firoul w , coy ooidedse blo bevil eotten 

aii Polen feu Seeteasqg wot sosinintso ait «ties of teddut one mutt bi» 
gud .woad yl itgia tev, thar AD thew? »ysqor yidsiaevol Sigetw ef gs 
faott Frege sveeG DLO \jguitd “oivead at atod saw J om [let ot bees Yow 
tesii® mivirt? des me vrbaeot ereygl 6 Lhe edd juuds sss etd Yo 

betoa tudt oF ectienetey ducddiw offs fqnco ad ends poitsA to yrotetd oi 
Tg9d pad IL tisewe uta wee steven 7 aliadty HM »S invectcsl eat’ , tose erat 
eam) bluow . 4 .t hod Powted FLL. vidasew ,ebaete? wor «til 24 ge fos ytad 


~*33 4 feod oft ty gadequta syarlos .enved exoliny we ed ieiv [Sh i65095 
ia bs Ss.l Dis tsa Slew rT a Wl et. off offic std gabyog tsves 


that he was Divinely appointed to "release the pressure and lift the veil." 

He was always harping on this subject. It is related that cn one cccagsion 

as Le was leaving a small hotel, the pruprietur feeling in a genercus mood 
tcward his eccentric guest, offered’ tc throw off half his bill. Nu to be 
outdone in generosity, J. N. thereupon cffered tc throw off the other half! 

The real naiu:e of this character was J. N. Free. My father while a medical 
Student in Colutibus, Ohio, recurds in his diary having heard on August 10, 1880, 
a speech by "Mortal J.:-N." in the State house grcunds. 

Among the old-tine workuen of Attica we recall Patrick Ryan, an honest 
sheeiaker of Irish extraction whu plied his trade fur wany years in the town. 
Son ufter the building of the Sandusky & Ccluwcbus Shcrt Line Railrcad through 
the village in 1893, Pat scld his huuse in the north end and built a eumbina- 
tion hvuse and store near the new railroad station w ith the thought in mind 
that this would be a gou.d lecaticn for a grocery and candy stcre. Hswever, it 
did not turn wut tc be so and after Pat's demise a few years later his widow, 
called fariiliarly by neighborhcod children "Auntie Pat", carried on the busi- 
ness for awhile; but growing old and ill the prop erty was finally disposed cf 
and her last days were spent in Tiffin, Ohic. 


Vacation Visit tc Pittsburgh 


In the school vacation of 1889 icy brothers, Farl and Ernest, went for a 
visit with our grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Williaa. I. Blaine, in Pittsburgh, 
Pa. They reained there six weeks and on their return in tine for school 
that fell had uuch to tell ne about life in a big city, so different fron the 
Village life of Attica, and especially of the fun they had swirtiing in the 
Allegheny River near which the Blaine home was situated. In the next year, 
1890, it was ny turn to have a similar vacation trip and on the appr inted day 
in June of that year my father drove me to Currothers, Ohio, tc take 2 Penn- 
sylvania R. k. train for Munsfield where I was to change to a train oh the 
iain line to carry ue the rest of uy way. It had been arranged fur an Attica 
ian, Albert Carpenter, tc nieet me there and see that I gct onto the right 
eastbound train, which was dine and I was successfully started off for the 
Sticky City. I had a must wonderful trip, carried izy lunch with ze and lad 
afew cents to spenc on the cars. I arrived in Pittsburgh abcut suppertine 
and wus wet at the depot by my Uncle Gecrge Blaine. We then went cut bcone 

_ in Lawrenceville, at 1'76-38th Street, had supper and I was then shown around 
the iumeddate neighborhoud by my Uncle Will. I’het my grandparents and ny 
Aunt Laura who lived nearbym She was uarried to Bentley McLean. 


The suburb known as Lawrenceville was fornerly a separate town but in the 
course of the years the expansion of the larger city, Pittsburgh, absorbed the 
si.aller place; but invariably the district was referred to by residents as 
Lawrenceville. Here was located an old U. S. arsenal which was active in the 
production of munitions during the Civil War period; but at the tine of ny 
visit, 1890, the arsenal was in disuse and the grounds maintained chiefly as 
a park, uuny picnics being held there. It was an attractive place on the banks 
of the Allegheny River but a few blocks from ny grandperents' home. It was in 
Lawrenceville that the faious American song writer, Stephen Foster, was born. 
His birthplace on Penn Avenue was just about a half nile from cur district on 
38th Street. As indicative of the meuory of the song writer let rie say that 
the first street south of ny grandparents' horie was naiied Foster and nearby 
was located the Foster School. 
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The Blaine fa.ily of Pittsburgh, thet is, my.grendfather end his uother, 
Jane Morrison Laughlin, together with her second husband, Hunter Laughlin, 
calie from Carlisle, Pa., to Lewrenceville about 1843 direct tc 38th Street, 
tien known as Allen Street. AS. Hunter Laugtlin.is known to have been a 
brewery worker and as adjacent to Alien Street in the 1840's, on Charlotte 
Street, was located the ol@ Wainwright Brewery, it is surmised that he found 
@.ployment there. Willig: Irvine Blaine, or "Blain", as he then spelled 
his natie, was the son of Dr. Epkrain Metzger Blaine and Jane Morrison, of 
Carlisle. Jane's nother was Mary Morrison and while the nane of Mary's 
husband is not known with certainty, it is thought tc have been Jaues. Whon 
the boy Willia was seven years old his father who was then in the U. S. Arny 
Cied at Canp Oglethorpe, Georgia, at Savannah (1835) and four years later 
the widow was married to Hunter Laughlin, soon thereafter rericving to the 
western pert of the state. It appears that the original spelling of the 
Laughlin name was McGlachlin. Tke Blaine home on 38th Street was between 
Charlotte and Foster Streets, the latter being close to the Allegheny River 
and the tracks of the Allegheny Valley Railroad. At the river end of 38th 
Street Uncle George was at one tine euployed in a flour mill, back of which 
extending to 37th Street on the scuth was the Junction baseball grounds. 
In back of the Blaine home at the corner of Charlotte and 37th Streets was 
the Lawrence Schuol. Butler Street le@ frou the nain part cf Pittsburgh 
to the Lawrenceville district and for scue distance parallelled Charlotte. 
Between Butler and Charlotte was Lodi Alley down which fron 38th to 39th 
Street ran a line of horsecars. On Butler Street was operated a line of 
Cable cars. 


I socn made i.yself et hove in ny new enviroment and becare Grandna's 
errand boy. One of ny daily duties was to go to the grocery store of 
Roberts & Couk on Butler Street and to Billy Loeffler's butcher shop nearby. 
Roberts ® Cook used occasionally tc give a treat to their customers in the 
wey of a c3la glass of rootbeer, froti which it lay be inferred that I was 
never laggard when asked to go tu the erocery. Uncle Will Blaine was the 
cldéest of the children of the faiuily; he was auployed as a car inspector 
for the ’Pennsylvania Railroud, working nights. He was a quiet, gccd- 
huniored nan of g221]1 stature and the mainstay of tic-facily. He was very 
genercus and leved to entertain the relatives fre: Ohio, taking then every- 
where te show thet the sights on their cceasional visits to the city. He 
used often to send ne down to the Kistner candy store at 38th and Foster 
Streots to buy his supply of Wheeling stogies. Aunt Laura McLean lived 
nearby on Charlutte Street. She had twe step-children, Sar and Luella 
MeLean, and one child «f her own, Willie, wkc was but a babe during the 
Suwiier I spent in Pittsburgh. Later there were other children: Wayne, 
Leota and Etta. At houe besides ny Uncle Will was Uncle George, the young- 
est of the favily. My Aunt Lillie was away frcr: home visiting in Attica 
during the tinue I was in Lawrenceville. There were two household pets: 
Cap, the Newfoundland dog, and ‘Rrlly, the old green parrot whése cage 
in the sutiiers always hung on the back porch. He dic a lot of talking and 
squawking and woe to the childish finger that was incautiously poked through 
the wires of his cage. 


Uncle Will had a suall workshop in ‘the backyard which he kept lecked 


but cccasicnally peruitted tie to watch hi: operate his scroll saw. Near the 
house back door was a hydrant where city water was obtained; which was a 
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greut attraction tc ne, us such a thing was unknown in attica. The water 
Supply of the city caie from a large reservoir on one cf the hills of the 
region. My grandparents!’ next dcocr neighbors were the Trunzers fron whon 
they rented their home. A word about the house at 176-38th St. It was of 
brick construction, with two floors and attic. It stcuod right on the street 
as was the custci in zany of the older eastern cities. One stepped fren 

the street right intc the parlur entrance. There was a gate at the side 
giving access to a stiall backyard and porch at the rear and this was the 
ordinary or everyday entrance. My Grandfather Blaine was a journeyiuan 
printer by trade and during the surmier I was in Pittsburgh was employed in 

a& local print shop, going daily to his work in the mornings and returning in 
the late afternoon. I did not see a great deal of hin nor do I reteriber 
that he talked to me very often. He was a small rian, very quiet, with a soft 
voice, wore rather long hair and a straw hat. Grandra called hin "Pap" or 
"Pappy", He was a fine penuon, having e style of handwriting that resembled 
copper-plate engraving. He did much reading and sce writing. He was a 
veteran of the Civil War, having served during the entire ccnflict; and was 

a lieuber of the veterans! organization, The Grand Army of the Republic. W hen 
1 visited the Blaine haue in a later year, 1898, I went up into the attic 
where I found auicng some old papers Grandpa's Civil War notebook which con- 
tained a number cf verses he had ccr:yposed in carip; these I later printed and 
bound into a little volute. Grandpa »laine died in the National Soldiers! 
Hone at Dayton, Ohio, in June, 1898. 


My uncles tried in every way to make ny visit to their home pleasant. 
On one occasion the facily went on a boat trip on the Monongahela River, the 
strea. that flows frou the south to unite with the Allegheny at Pittsburgh to 
form the Ohio. Our trip consisted of a ride on a river steater sore 30 
Iiles upstreai tc Monongahela City and return. On our way we passed through 
several locks to carry us arcund shallows or rapids. The scenery in this part 
of Pennsylvania is both beautiful and historic. A few hiles south cf Pitts- 
burgh is the battleground where the ill-fated Braddock was defeated by the 
Indians in 1755. But of course at the time of my trip I had not yet learned 
this bit of history. We started quite early in the morning and did not get 
hone until late in the evening. We ate dinner and lunch on the boat which 
. was the usual stern-wheeler then in use on the rivers. I got hove tired and 
_. very sleepy but thorsughly enjoyed uy trip. Oné remarks the difference in the 
color of the water in the givers uf Pennsylvania and Ohic. In the former the 
water is often of a light green color, whereas in the strears of Ohio with 
which IJ was faniliar the water was always muddy. This is undcubtedly caused 
by the nature of the terrain through which the rivers flow. In Pennsylvania 
with its any Uvuntains, the strearis frequently have their sources in springs 
and flow over rocky ground for a great part of their courses. 


On another occasicn Uncle Will tuck me to see Barnun's great circus, the 
greatest show I had ever seen. On our way there we passed through a part of 
the city lighted by electric are lights placed mnhigh 1etal pcles; these cast a 
rather din: light over a great expanse of grcund and were a wonder to nue who 
had hitherto seen nothing in the way of street lights brighter than the oil lamps 
of Attica. This was indeed a red letter day of iiy swi_er vacation. On ancther 
day Grandma Blaine and Aunt Laura with her children took me with thea tc a sunday- 
school picnic at Hulton's Grove, scue 30 niles up the seenic Allegheny River. 
We touok an excursion train on the Allegheny Valley R. R. and spent a delightful 
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day © +n 5the hills and groves of the regicn. There wus plenty tc eat and 

@ barrel of leicnade, free for tle taking. Grand..a Blaine sent me to attend 
tie bethcdist Church sunday school at Butler end 40th Streets. I Lated to 
dress up Sundays and t« crowd uy feet into tight fitting "moccasins", a lew 
skoe of the period siviler to present day ouxfcrds . Grandia theught thet I 
as the son of a ductor ought tc wear shoes and stockings all -of the time; h: w- 
ever, I dia not see the logic c.f this, as in Attica doctor's children with 
everybody's children went barefust all swuier lang. In Lawrenceville I 

so.n formed the acquaintance of several neighborliccod boys but of these I can 
recall tLe naues uf but two: Alfred Charnvck and Herman Tillian. During tle 
previous sw..er wien by brothers were visiting in the city they kan as play- 
late one Davy Wilhelm whose Lome was in Martins Ferry, Onio. he was likewise 
on @ Sui.er vacation visit to his grandmother in Lawrenceville that year. 
During the following swiuer Davy's nother wrcte to ny brothers telling ther: 
that Davy had been drowned while switming in the Obio River at Martins Ferry 
near~bis hone. I was once taken te see the sights in Schenley Park and 
Several ties had the fun of riding up the inclined railway to the top of 

Mt. Washington, fro... which etinence one could lock down cnto the whole vast 
expanse of the valley and see the ccnfluence of the rivers, the Allegheny and 
onongehela to form the Olio. At the point where the rivers ueet was lo- 
cated the old blockhouse of Fort Pitt, built in 1758 by Col. Hugh Mercer 
following the defeat of the French by Gen. Forbes three years after the dis- 
astrous defeat of Gen. Braddock a few Liiles up the Mionongahela in 1755. The 
present brick blockhouse at the point on the site of Fort Pitt was built in 
1l764by Col. Bouquet who ciurched from Carlisle the year before to relieve the 
garrison then besieged by the indians. 19039983 


As ny vacation neared its end I received a letter frou my brother Earl 
inclosing the fare for wy trip hone. Near the end of August wy Aunt Ella 
Blaine and Lou Leonard fron Attica ca.e to nake a visit to tle Pittsburgh 
relatives and it was arranged thut I should acccnpany theu heme. After a 
few days we iiade the trip and arrived back in Attica where I found iy 
brothers having a fine tite with their paper business. I was very glad to be 
back aicng old associates, ts again see uy parents and te: recount my sun- 
mer's experiences to listening comrades. In Lawrenceville I had 1iissed the 
trees and flowers and while the city was interesting and different, there 
was no place just like the old hcme town and fuiliar scenes. I prouptly 
tock up wy duties of selling and distributing papers and sccn had the satis- 
faction cf having noney of*Ly ovm. Sone of cur earnings were spent for 
Clothes and Earl invested sone of his profits in a three-wheeled velocipede 
which our Dad bought for hic at tue Gendron factory in Toledo. We boys had 
a wonderful tine riding this bike arcund the wecden sidewalks of Attica. 
This was befcre the tiue of the popular "safety" bicycles and the only 
vehicles cf the sort I had ever seen were the old high-wheeled bicycles 
of which there were one or two specimens in the town. 


In 188/5 after we had uoved into the Lowe house «n East Tiffin Street, 
our Aunt Ella Blaine cai:e to live with us. me had cote to Ohio in 1861 
together with -ur father who was then a snall boy. He fcund a here with the 
Leonards and she with the family of Maurice and Hannah More a few tiles 
distant in Venice township, where she ratiained until the death of Mrs. Moore 
in 1883. Frou this titie she wade her howe with us until her liarriage in 
1896 to Albert J. Whitney, of Bettsville, Ohio, a printer at cne tine a- 
ployed in the office of the Attica Journal. Aunt Elle learned the dress- 
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naking trade and Shortly after coming to Attica opened her own shop in the 
small frate building next to the Steigueyer block on North Main Street. 


Frank Steigneyer in high school in 1889 set out to dissect a cat to 
enkance his study of physiology and persuaded the Bl:.ine boys to purloin a 
can of chloroform from our father's office to be used in putting tle feline 
to sleep . fverything went according to program, the anaesthetic was admin~ 
istered and Frank proceeded to cut open the cat. At the sight of blood we 
boys beat a quick retreat, having seen quite enough of the experinent, and never: 
did learn the further developrient of this physiological denonstration. This 
proceeding took place in the back recm of the building in which our Aunt Ella 
had her dressuaking shop; Frank's father was the owner of the place. Later on 
the same building Loused the post office on the first floor and the office of 
the Attica Hub on the second. Flora Steigneyer, Frank's sister, was attend- 
ing Buchtel College at Akron, Ohio, about this period and during a Christnas 
entertainnent there her dress becarie ignited fro: a candle. Her injuries 
proved fatal and the unfortunate girl was brought hore to her final resting 
place in Attica cenetery. 


Our father hed started publication of his 1edical journal, The Coripend, 
in Attica in 1884 and after fernming a connection with the Toledo Medical 
College decided it would be of advantage tou have a wider field, therefvure 
fortied an agreettent with Dr. Jonathan Priest and transferred the Compend pub- 
lication office to Tcledo in 1889. Because of his growing interests in the 
city it was necessary that he tiake frequent trips there, which eventually led 
to his decision ts i.ove his fa.ily to the city on the Mauzee. On one.of his 
trips he tuck ine with hin: to show tie the city and the ..edical college. We 
traveled fro: Carrothers’on @ Pennsylvania train and landed at the old depot 
on lower Sumnit Street. At that time the Toledc Medical College was housed 
in an old brick edifice on Supericr Street near Cherry. I went with uy father 
there and was shown the chief attraction, tile dissecting roan, where I 
Jbserved several medical students “carving up" their "stiffs", not to me at 
all an enjoyable sight, so I did not linger long in the ati:osphere. Thus I 
saw Toledo for the first tine: I cae tc know it uuch better during the next 
decade. 


' Removal to Toledo + 


> 

Toward the riddle cf May in 1891 cur father on one of his Toledo trips 
rented a hcuse on East Bancroft Street preparatury to moving his fasily to 
the city at the end of the schccl year in Attica. We prepared to hove and 
fcr a couple of weeks cur house was gradually torn up and goods packed ready 
for shipuent. On May 29, 1891, our gcuds were hauled to Sigui and put into 
a freight cer for transfer at Deshler to the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton 
R. R., Which line would deliver then at TUledo. On this cur lest day in 
Attica, Tene and Christ Shersian invited sur whole family down to their hone 
fer dinner; suon thereafter farewells were said ond we were driven to Car- 
rothers tc take the early afternoon train fur the city, where we duly arrived’ 
at about 4°oa'clock. All of us, several carrying valise:gand grips, walked 
frou the Sumit Street Station up to Cherry Street where we borerded a horse- 
car to carry us to West Toleds where lived Dr. Claren S. Miller at whose hone 
we were tc stay pending the arrival of our household gccds. The horsecar - 
went out Cherry Street as far as Collingwo:d Avenue, from which point it was 
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necessary fcr us t:.. walk the rewsinder of the distance to Phillips Ave. where 
Dri miller's kone was located. The “iller horie wes but a short distance 
from the New York Central railway tracks tc Detroit. At that period West 
Toledo was 4 sizall place, a suburb of Toledo, with pepulaticn arcund 1000, 
one cr two churches, a few business places and the cld Collingwocd Ceuetery. 
It had been cur intenticn to stay with the Millers fcr a day pending the 
arrival ©f our gocas; but instead of this we had to remain five days because 
cur shiplient had gone astray. One Can inagine with what anxiety cur parents 
viewed the situation. Happily, in a few days the gocds were delivered at 
the freight house and we were soun able to itove into and get settled in cur 
new hone at 41] East Bancroft Street. 


The new place was half of a so-called dcuble house consisting cf four 
rocnos downstairs and three up. We rented it from Mr. Isadore Mumenee, a 
i:an of French descent, who occupied the other side cf the house with his 
fanily. Our father at once took possession cf the twe front rocus cf cur 
house for his office, leaving the fa.ily the dining rocm and kitchen down- 
stairs and the upper fleur. As can be insgined, we were scuewhat crowded. 
There was a sliall fenced-in backyard with a sriall shed fur fuel storage on 
the alley, which was a play place fcr the suall boys cf the neighborhood. 

Our father's tiedical practice at first was auall; however, his tine was fully 
taken up with getting settled and with his publication work in connection 
with the Medical Corpenc. He and his associate, Dr. Priest, engaged the 
Oblinger Printing Gorpany, whose plant was on St. Clair Street near Cherry, 
tc print the nagazine. Within a short tine Dr. Teetzel, sof Genca, Ohio, was 
hired as ad lian with duties to travel about the country drumming up advertis- 
ing for the Cwipend, in which he was quite successful. Paylient by adver- 
tisers was schetives made in gucds in lieu of cash; and tkus it cae about 
that often cur father got in a variety of goods through this lieans, such as 
Surgical instruments, a lurge water filter, 2 collapsible rubber bathtub, 
etchings, etc., and I rust not fail to mention une of the ucst inpcertant 

(to ne), scholarships in two local business schcels, of which wore anon, 


Our new home was on Bancroft between Union and Kent Streets. Union has 
since been changed to Ncerth Twelfth. Right back of cur house was Sherman 
Street, parallelling Bancroft as far as Kent; and the first street to the 
.Suuth was Beacon. We were just over a block from Cherry Street, at that 
tlie as now an iiiportant business thorcughfare. “On the corner of Cherry and 
Bancroft occupying the entir® block frou Union tc Sheran was the old Ketclan 
fart: home, a large brick house painted gray, surrvunded by an extensive yard 
with high board fence and cutbuildings. In 1893 this house was torn down 
tu make room for the construction of the new Toledo Hespital which was to 
eccupy the site. One can iliagine the opportunity this construction afford- 
ed the snall buys of the neighborhood tu play arcund the site. Earl, Ernest 
and I sucn formed acquaintances avng the buys living earcund us, enong whom 
were Charley.Crone, Willie R-oney, the two Hartnan boys, Paul Hager, Roy 
Matson and uthers. During cur first swmer in Toledo we hnd little to dc 
except tu run errands and t. aimse ourselves; however, Barl and I had a 
monthly chore in the way cf delivery of evpies uf the Compend to local  sub- 
scribers, nostly doctors. We did this gnfoot and covered iany niles, go- 
ing tc every part of the city. We gut to know the nanies of uany local phy- 
eicisns in this manner. I revieriber one cecasion when I called et the hone 
of Dr. Sarmel 8. Thorn, a noted decter cf the old schccl who lived on 
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Lagrange Street near Superior.’ It was dinnertime and the doctor invited 

re to share the meal during the course of which; observing uy tanner of hold- 
ing ny fork in cutting up ny neat, he corrected me -- showed 1.6 the proper 
way. I never forgot this lesson in table manners. Dr. Thorn wes a professor 
in the old Northwestern Ohio Medical College, then located on Lagrange Street 
near his hone. 


One of cur favorite diversions during these swiiers was to go switxing 
in Ten Mile Creek at West Toledo. Here there was a good swimming hole in back 
cf Collingwoud Canietery much frequented by neighborhood boys. This we. reached 
from cur horie by walking out into the country across fields, past what is now 
the corner of Collingwood and Central Avenues. During the nineties all here- 
abouts was open country and a well-marked path led to the creek; on the city 


side it was sparsely built up. The site of the swiriing lcle is well marked 


in ty nenory by the location of the old canetery; it was just about where the 
present Haverhill bridge now is. What a difference in the aspect of the scene! 
In former days this was a quiet countryside near the sleepy little town of West 
Toledo, once known as Tremainsville. Then the creek had clear water and 
lilies grew in abundance near the Detroit Avenue bridge. Fishing was good and 
boating a popular sport. On one occasion our father tock us out onto the 
creek to gather waterlilies, the first we had ever seen. 


Our mother was kept busy in the new hcnie attending to the wants of our 
large fauily. Cooking was by gas piped to a burner placed in the firebox of 
our old cookstove. At that period the City of Toledo owned its own gas wells 
down in Wood Ccunty and supplied citizens at a flat rate per month for fuel 
regardless of the amount consuied. To the best cf ry uenory we paid $2.00 
per ticnth for gas service. Aunt Ella scon found work in a cloak factory 
where she could use her knowledge cf dressuiaking. The Medical Compend.. pub- 
lication work grew apace and soon Dad found it necessary tc eciploy a part- 
tine stenographer and typist from one of tlie local business schools to assist 
with the work, which in addition to some medical practice kept hin quite busy. 
From tine to tine in connection with his publishing work he fcund it necessary 
to niake trips cut cf town, Very often I was called on to take copy or notes 
of instruction down to the Oblinger printshop; thus early I learned to find ny 


way about the city and felt at home anywhere. Near the Oblinger printing 


office was the Barr Bros. engraving shop where was done suue of the work for 
the Conpend. In those days the principal leans of reproducing was by the 
zine etching process; half tone work was just coming in. At cne time oy 
brother Ernest was enployed in the Burr shup with the expectation of learning 
the engraving business; but as they failed to teach hin any of the rudinents 
he socn left and tock a job with the Western Gas Fixture Company on St. Clair 
Street over the Oblinger shup. Here he worked for some nunths in 1893. 


I have mentioned that ovr father got in return for advertising scne 
scholarships in local business colleges. These he rade gocd use of in sending 
us boys to the schools concerned: uyself and Ernest to Melchior Bros. Tri State 
Business College und Karl to the Davis Business Schcol. Ernest and I attend- 
ed the English (coiz:on branch) department of the Melchior school in the fall 
of 1891, while Earl was sent to the sinilar department of the Davis school. 

My prograi. was to continue in the English departrient until deemed coupetent to 
enter the bookkeeping or stenographic class. At starting tice ny studies 
were: Spelling, simple arithmetic, grarmar and punctuation, and some reading. 
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Pennsylvania R. RB, Station, Toledo, Ohio 


Old Toledo Medical College Building, Superior 
Street near Cherry. 
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Residence of Dr. Swauel S$. Thorn, Lagrange St. 
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Stress here was laid on those subjects judged to be of greatest use in quali- 
fying one for a business career; and therefore spelling being of prine 
inportance, was eiphasized and frequent drills and competitions held in it. 
These latter took the fori of spelldowns or spelling bees and a prize was 
given to the last on the floor. In 1892 and 1893 I tock part in several of 
tuese events and succeeded in carrying off prizes, in each instance a book. 
My teacher in 1893 was a Miss DeMuth and when later I entered thle bookkeep- 
ing departnent I had as teachers at one time or another the Melchiors (C. H. 
and his brother, J. W.), Frank Templeton, who later becai.e a city judge of 
Toledo and Wellington T. Huntsuan, at one tine a county official and post- 
master. 


; It was uy father's belicf that I would probably get as uch or nore goad 
frou. this private school as I would fron a public school; and in this I con- 
cur, as there is not much doubt that with a sualler nuw:zber of pupils to look 
after more individual attention could be given schcvlars here than would be 
possible in a public schcol. Wy daily routine was about as follows: I would 
leave hone early enough to get to schcol by 9 o'clock; lunch tine was fron 
11:30 to 1:00 and disitissal for the day at 3:30PM. My nother put ne up a 
lunch and as it took but little time for ne to consw:e this at nocn, I was 
left free for an hour or so each day to spend as I liked best. Usually I 
spent this tine in wandering about the city's business section locking into 
Store windows, hanging about the docks to see boats corie in or depart, visit- 
ing the Public Library te. luck at magazines anc fron tine to tine in the hot 
Sumier months swilming in the old canal or bayou. Very often ny schoolmates 
and I would gc down ta the fish docks to watch the unloading of the boats 
fron the lake with their catches. It was a Sight to see thez unload their 
Massed cargo inte large boxes which were transferred to. the fish hcuses 
where the dressing tock place. Solietities there we would lock for "lucky 
Stones" which were siiall round bones frou: a fish's head not unlike a pebble 
in appearance which the boys used tc cbtain by stamping on the discarded 
fishhead. These trephies were used as pocket pieces; but alas! in getting 
then the luckless boy was apt to foul his shoe heels which getting sorewhat 
suelly in tite would be noticed by the teacher ere he had been long in the 
schoolroon. Then he was cautioned and warned not to repeat. During our 
excursions to the fish docks in the 1890's we often saw ancng the fish 

. Quite 4a nutber cf sturgeon, a very fine fish with flesh much prized for 

_ Siicking. We boys used to try to get a sturgecn's nese which was quite like 
rubber and uade a fine corefcr a baseball. At the present time (1950) 

the sturgeon is a rare fish in the waters of Lake Erie. Atong schoolmates 
in the English departi:ent at Melchior's were: 


Joseph Lalende and his sister. Kitty Wernert. Tina Schaal. 
Tie Birchall brothers. Jasper Bencre. Holly Robertson. 
Billy Bach. Ed. J. McKindley. Eva DeVeaux. Julia Curran. 


Joe Lalunde's father ran the Hotel Montreal at the f. ct of Ottawa Street 
where the canal debouched into the river. This was in an old fraie building 
which partly overhung the canal water, with front on Ottawa Street. just 
beyond tle bridge fro: Suriuit. Joe always had plenty of money and a pocketful 
of candy. Adjacent to the Hotel Montreal was an old colored man's barber 
shop whick bore a sign in the window: 


"SCISSORS SHARP, RAZOR KEEN, U. R. NEXT, SHAVE YoU CLEAN." 
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A little way out Ottawa Street was the Oliver House, at one tiie the 
1.0St pretentious hotel in Toledo, succeeding in pcpularity the Islanc House 
which was on the Middle Grounds across the canal fro: Surmit Street at Ottawa. 
The Island House was a combination hotel and railway station housing both 
the passenger terminal of the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railway (now 
the New York Central System) and a popular hotel. This building was torn 
down some years ago, the site now being occupied by the New York Central freight 
house. The Oliver House is still standing. School routine appealed to me 
and I made progress in the preparatory branches for a business career. In 
1893 I entered the bookkeeping department, which was conducted on the plan of 
"actual business"; that is, we had our printed paper money, a set of books and 
goods in the way of grain or merchandise coupons which were bought and sold 
as in actual business life. We entered each transaction in our books prop- 
erly and did our banking at windows provided. It was all very interesting. 
At stated periods we were required to draw up trial balances and balance 
sheets; all papers were frequently checked and properly graded. One of our 
most frequent exercises was in addition, wherein the teacher would call off 
rapidly a series of nuzbers which the pupils would copy. The first who finish- 
ed his addition would raise his hand and if his result was found to be correct, 
he was declared winner of the test. Euphasis was placed on speed and accuracy. 


The Tri State Busivess College in 1891 was located on the second floor of 
the building on the northwest corner of Madison and Sunmiit Streets known as 
the Poag Block, Entrance to the school was at the rear on Madison Street next 
to the alley. This was a prouiinent corner in the midst of the business dis- 
trict where one had a good view of Toledo during the nineties. Right under 
the school at tke corner was a cigar store and next coor to this the Harley 
fur store. A character, old Billy Brooker, had his shoeshine stand on Madison 
Street alongside the cigar store. On fine days he would operate his stand; 
and as I had net Lim before in Attica which he would visit annually to sell 
rubber balloons and "baby pacifiers", I used often to talk to hin, when he 
would recount to me some of his experiences in the Civil War in which he was 
a sailor on a Union gunboat on the Mississippi River. He received a small 
pension for his military service and with this and what he could earn fron 
his stand, eked out a living. He used to call out when he saw ne: ."Hello, 
Attica!" Old Billy has been dead for many years. My brother Ernest, as 
before stated, entered the Tri State at the saue.time that I aid; but Rarl 
went to the Davis Business College which at that tine was on Summit Street 
near Orange. Ernest weut to school for about two years, quitting to take 
a job in the Barr engraving shop. Barl very muck liked his studies, espec- 
ially penmanship, which he took under Prof. C. C. Lister, an expert Spencer- 
ian pemuan. The Listers becat:e friends of our farily and from tine to time 
visited us in our houe; when last heard froin they were residents of Baltinore, 
Md. 


Life in Toledo 


With our arrival in a big city, as can be imagined, it was not long before 
we boys set out to explore our widened Lorizons to see what sort of place we 
had come into. At the beginning of the 1890 cecade Cherry Street beyond Central 
Avenue was sparsely built up, having but few houses but many trees, the remains 
of the prineval woods. As we had traversed this section several times in our 
Coluings and goings from and to the hone of Dr. Miller, it is only natural that 
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we should turn our attention first to the district along Cherry Street. Met- 
ropolitai, Park was a picnic grounds near Central Avenue. Our wanderings 
often took us there and beyond to the nearby Lagrange Street district where 
lived uany Polish people around a large stone church called St. Hedwigs. The 
streets there were for the uost part unpaved, hence there was wuch nud in 

the isidst of wuich guily waddled numerous ducks. We liked the district 
around West Toledo nuch better. One day Earl and Ernest were "exploring" 
along Cherry Street near its junction with Detroit Avenue when upon look- 
ing upward into a large evergreen tree they saw the body of a nan hanging 
fron a linb. They gave the alarm to a group of worktien in the street nearby 
who came hurrying to the tree and there found the body of a @erelict who 
apparently lad becoie tired of his earthly existence and there ended it all. 
The county coroner was sent for and at his inquest next day ny brothers had 
to testify how they had discovered the wan, for which they were given a 
witness fee of »1.00 each, so cousidered that their day had been well spent. 


As Ly route to school lay right down Cherry Street froi: Bancroft to 
Suu:it, I had daily to pass through an interesting part of that thoroughfare. 
At the corner of Bancroft and Cherry was the Louis A. Young drug store where 
Oscar J. Myers, a former Attica resident, worked from 1892. A block further 
at George Street was the Gernhardt Bros. drug store; and at Cherry and Beacon 
was the Schramm greenhouse. (It's still there in 1950!) Near Spielbusch 
Avenue was the grocery store of Henry Spielbusch after whon the street was 
naried. He was ounce a Toledo councilnan. I used often to see hin sitting 
in front of his store. Near the Schrarm greenhouse was e fruit store run 
by a Syrian wkere one could buy the finest bananas for 10 cents per dozen 
and ripe ones for 5 cents for twelve. The furnishing store of N. Degen 
was near North Street on Cherry. Near George Street was the shoe store of 
L. Berchon (or Bershon, as now spelled) who, I believe, was the father of 
Dr. A. L. Bershon, a well known physician of Toledo. The old Wheeling rail- 
road station was at Charplein Street, occupying the old canal bed where it 
crossed Cherry Street on its way to Manhattan. The railway made use of the 
old line of tke canal for juch of the way to its bridge across the Maumee 
River at Manhattan. Near the Wheeling depot on the north was the Ann Arbor 
Railway station into whick also led the tracks of the Cincinnati, Jackson & 
Mackinaw R. R. leading north and west into Michigan with terninus at Allegan. 

Anton Lesage was an old French shoenaker who had his shop in the 900 
block of Cherry Street. Nearby was the Sam Lee Chinese laundry which we 
boys used to pass with SOL'e trepidation, as it was said that he would sotie- 
tinies chase stiall boys with a hot flatiron. Be that as it may, one could 
scarcely blaue hiti when it is reported that sore "bad eges" anong the boys 
used to open Sati's door anc shcut in what sounded like: "Toola-nuck-a-hi!" 
possibly a Chinese phrase they had heard and did not know the meaning of. 

Sali used to run from behind his wicket and the boys beat a hasty retreat. 

John Daeschner's beer saloon was at 906 Cherry Street and the Hirrsig 
sample roou on Cherry near Bancroft. At Superior Street was the Fred Keip 
grocery anc across the street Miller & Diehl'’s feed store. Clos‘e by was 
Joe Fournier's saloon and restaurant. Old St. Francis de Sales Catholic 
Church was at the corner of Superior and Cherry; it has not changed in 
appearance since 1891. Just in its rear on Orange Street formerly stood 
the pi2k granite foundation of a large building projected as a college in 
the 1890's by the then pastor, Father Quigley. This was not built due to 
financial difficulties and the site is now occupied by a parking lot. 
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City Fire Station No. 2 was just north of the church on Cherry. Here were 
housed the fire apparatus and horses that drew it; the department was not 
Motorized until around 1910. The fire station still occupies the site. 

Quite close to it on the north side was the candy. and stationery store of 
irs. Youngs where we boys used to buy our nickle and dir:e novels. We read 
"Jack Wright, the Boy Inventor" and "Frank Reade", @ tuagazine along the sane 
lines, setting forth the adventures of young inventors together with, in 

one case, the corics Barney and Pomp. These stories carried us into all 
parts of the known world and under the oceans; for, be it known, in that 
early day our inventors had conquered not only the eir but the waters beneath. 
Tie airships then described were, notably, of the helicopter variety and the 
Subnarines had all modern day features such as colipressed air and planes for 
diving and rising. There were uotorized land tractors to explore the renote 
reaches of interior Australia. These tales were well calculated to arouse 
the imaginations of small boys but they certainly did then no harn. Hiost 
worthy of remark it is to realize that all of these imagined inventions have 
been brought into actuality; and this is, I feel, in large i_easure due to the 
perfection of the internal colibustion eugine. Neighborhood boys used to swap 
novels as they were read. Parents sorietizies frovmee upon the reading of such 
"trash" by their offspring, but we knew there was no ham 10 Atjein tact, ‘we 
believe that scientific stories of this kind have a rightful place in the 
scherie of things by way of instilling in fertile tiinds a love of science and 
nachines. 


At the point where Spielbusch Avenue intersects Cherry Street formerly 
Stood a market house where the farmers around the city brought their produce 
early of mornings to sell to restaurants and householders. The tarket house 
has disappeared and the plice is now markzd ov @ somewhat dilapidated fountain. 
Down near Huron Street were the Kern & Tuting plunbing shop and McCaffrey's 
plaster works who made the plaster placques formerly tuck used to ornament 
the ceilings of the better grade houses. At Erie Street was the Faxous 
Clothing House, an early departiient store that had a wide trade. Nearby was the 
Christen Bros. jewelry store run by the brothers Arthur and Mil Christen, 
natives of Switzerland. They had in their window a large hanging clock 
which appeared as a swinging pendulum wherein the face, or dial, was in the 
position usually occupied by the pendulw: bob anc the entire asseubly swung 
back and forth as any clock pendulwi does. The secret of taintenance of rotion 
in this case was, that inside the instrument was-a shall, or true, pendulwm 
which served to alter the genter of gravity and kept’ the clock going in 
-tuch the salie manner as a child "pups" a swing. Mir. Arthur Christen whon 
I net during his later years, once told ne the story of this clock. He and 
his brother had ordered it fro Switzerland and waited nany Lonths in vain for 
its delivery. The clock did not cone. In due time inquiry was made of the 
manufacturer who advised that the clock had been shipped tiany rionths before 
to "The Christian Brothers, Toledo, Ohio". After a lengthy local search 
the instrutient was finally found at St. Francis Church where existed then a 
religious fraternity known as Tle Cliristian Brothers or Brotherhood ; and there 
it had reposed in its criginal box for many weeks because they did not knov- 
what to do with it. Recovered, it was placed in the window of the Christen 
Store where it remained for many years as a well known landuark on Cherry 
Street. When the Christens went out of business with the retirenent of 
Arthur about 1937 the clock was disposed of and the last tite I saw it was 
in the window of a grocery store at Deluware Avenue and Fulton Street about 
the year 1942. 
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One day in the su.rer of 1892 Farl, Ernest auc I wandered across the 

Cherry Street bridge into East Toledo along Bridge Street, now called Main. 

At that tine the bridge end of the street was merely an eribankrient laid in 

the shallow water which on the south side extended nearly to the Ohio Central 
R.R. tracks and on the other side to the viaduct of the Penna R.R. leading 

to their river bridge and depot on Surmiit Street. On this side there were cne 
or two boathouses where snall craft could be rented for fishing or boating on 
the Maumee. Here also were anchored logs waiting to be taken to a nearby saw- 
ill for conversion into lumber. We called then "boon logs". They were fas- 
tened about 25 feet out from the bank and the intervening shallow water made 
an ideal place tu swin fron the bank cut to the logs. This is where I learned 
to swli--in the very spot where is now located the Sports Arena! On this par- 
ticular day we were attracted to the rniddle of the street where we saw two 
len placing a ladder into a wanhole leading to the regions below. The ‘:en 
descended and we boys scon followed with the idea of exploring the underground 
Chariber which in this case proved tc be the uain sewer fro. East Toledo to 

the river, under Bridge Street. The workzien saw us but paid little attention 
as we started out tc walk toward Front Street. As it wes a hot aay of surzier 
there was little water underfcot and we walked for quite scue distance before 
we thought of returning to the cpening. We did so and got there just as the 
--en were pulling up the ladder: they had forgotten all about us! Many a tine 
I have wondered what would have happened to us had we been a few seconds late. 
We would have been trapped in the sewer. | 


On Cherry Street at Michigan was the ole St. Marys Church and schcol. The 
former has been torn down but the schcol back of it still stands, now occupied 
as headquarters cf tle Catholic charities. The bell striking the hours in 
the steeple cf the old church was a fai.iliar sound. It too has vanished. The 
church was reuoved to Page Street. At Cherry and Erie was the old Ursuline 
Couvent with its garden at the back extending to Walnut Street. <A high brick 
wall surrounded the grounds. Further dcwn Cherry Street near Swi.it was the 
fruit and candy store of one Haddad, a Syrian, where a peanut rceaster with a 
little stean whistle to advertise it stecd in front. This was a place of gcod 
suells, calculated tc make a boy's nouth water. There were great piles of 
ripe bananas. Acrcss the street on the corner of the alley was the saloon 
and restaurant of Tii: Leroux naiied "Leroux's Oyster Ocean". Newecner's Drug 
Store was at tle Swiit corner in the Daniels Block where during 1892 and 1893 
cur fatler had a suall printing shop in connection with his publication of 
a book he had written entitted "The Physician; His Relation to the Law", which 
I have described elsewhere. Here were aployed at various tines: Lonnie 
(Alcenz¢) Fassett, son of A. D. Fassett, of the Oblinger Printing Co.; a Syrian, 
Hannah Abdullah; Frank Honey, uf Attica; and Albert J. Whitney, cf Betts- 
ville, who in 1896 was married to cur Aunt Ella Blaine. ! 


The Steeduan uenwient marked the junction of St. Clair Street with 
Suit, just off Cherry Street. This iicnument tc a Civil War notable was in 
$1915 ucved tc Riverside Park. Continuing cur way down Su s:it Street toward 
the Tri State school we see at Orange a siiall hotel, the Leibius, a hcostelry 
conducted by the father of Geurge and Gus Leibius, prol:inent in Toledo in the 
"Gay Niueties" as "life of the party" boys and general live wires. I becane 
acquainted with beth of then when wcrking at the Milner departiuent store in 
1897. Their dad's hotel was a prominent landmark on Swmitit Street. It ex- 
tended back to St. Clair. Acrass Orange Street was the old Beesch Tea Store, 
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in business for iany decades; its lefty roc:: is now uccupied by a barber 
College. At Sui:it and Orange Streets tle Glassboro streecar line had its 
tertiinus; it had but one car, an electric. The line ran to Michigan Street, 
thence to that secticu of the city near Ash Street called Glassboro because 
of the nearby location of the Libbey glass factory. 


On Suwiit Street uear Jackson was the large departiuient store of Neuhausel 
Bros., established pricr to 1873. This was a pepular store which eujoyed a 
wide patronage aicong the older citizens cf Toledo of German descent. I used 
often to see one of the brothers wearing a black skull cap standing outside 
his stcre. At Jackscn and Sui2z:it was the Mieinert candy store, a very attract- 
ive place as can be inagined to youthful eyes and which tc ne seeied the 
ultiuate. At 402 Suit Street was the Conant Furniture Co.'s large factury 
and right across the street was the photographic gallery cf E. kh. Alley, an 
oldtiie artist whe. I recall seeing in 1891. On Switit near Madison was the 
Hotel Niagara and V. W. Granger had his custom tailor shop cn Swisit near Madison. 
‘Close by was the Harley Fur Store, previsusly mentioned as being in the Poag 
Block under the Tri State Business College. Diagenally acruss the street from 
here was the old Chauber cf Cori.erce building owned by T. P. Brown, an early 
real estate operator of Toledo. This bluck extended fron: Swiait all the way 
back to Water Street, at which corner in the baserient rc_n (there becoi.ing the 
first flocr on account of the slope of Madiscn Street tcward the river) was the 
Pixley safe store, still duing business in the city. The Chauber of Curi:erce 
building burned dcwn on Jan. 3, 1894. I watched this big fire and the efforts 
of the fire.en tc stay the cunflagration which rapidly spread cnto Suusit Street 
and gutted the building nearby occupied by "Wonderland", a museui and theatre, 
and other stures. Across the street frou Pixley's at Water Street was the Sep 
Coad beer salocn where were dispensed large "schooners" «f the auber fluid to 
thirsty custouers. Right cutside Sep's front door, irsnically, was located 
one of the city's artesian wells. On the two curners uf Water and Madison 
opposite Pixley's and Coad's were the grain elevators «f C. A. King & Co. 
and F. N. Quale, beth cf which were burned down in the big fire cf 1894. The 
Quale elevator was on the site of the present Toledo Ediscn Co.zpany's pcower 
house. Most of the passenger steaiiboats couing up the river docked@ at the 
Madison Street wharf. 


In 1892 Oscar Myers cai.e up from Attica tu take a position in Tcledo as 
Clerk in the drug stcre of Louis A. Ycung at Bancroft anda Cherry. Streets. "Os", 
as he was faniliarly known, made his hee with us for the next four years. He 
was a handsume and pepular ycung tian and I was kept busy running errands fur 
hin; te go after his laundry at Sar: Lee's; dowm ty Degen's furnishing store 
for a new shirt or necktie; or to deliver a note to Soe lady friend. I well 
remember muy frequent trips to the howe of Miss Anna Heupel cn Adar:s Street near 
Twelfth, a dressmaker. The Young store pre spered but the prcprietor was in pcor 
health and within a year or sc died. Responsibility for the business largely 
fell on Os and as he and the attractive widow were nuch tegether in the conduct 
of the business, it soon becai.e apparent that they would form) a mere tender 
attachment. In a short tiie their marriage took place and the young clerk 
got not only a wife but a going business as well. ‘ley had one child, a 
Caughter, Marion. The iother died a few years later and due to various causes 
the business was sold. Oscar J. Myers died in Toledo cn Feb. <2, 1911, and is 
buried in the ca.etery at Attica. In his early years in the town he was an 
apprentice in the Attica Journal office and later was in the bakery businoss 
with Douglas Hoke; and later clerked in the drug store of R. T. Hearson. 
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Os usec to give i.e rewards fcr errand running and often these were in 
the fort. of candy or scda water fro: the drug store. Ou one cecasion 
after Mr. Youngs had installed a new scda fountain I was treated tu an 
ice creui soca, the first I had ever tasted. 


Reneiibering our newsdealer experience in Attica, it was not long before 
we Blaine boys sect out to becone newsboys in the city. We went down to the 
office cf The Toledo News on Swaiit Street and told e man naed Blosson that 
we wented to sell papers. He replied: "Well, just buy 'e: Lere and sell 'en 
on the streets." We tried it for a day or so and finding street sales but 
few, decided to work up paper routes where we could have regular custoiuers. 
Consequently, I canvassed neighbors on East Bancroft and nearby streets and 
in a short tive had a list of twelve custoners to whom I delivered papers 
each evening. The profits kept tie in spending money. One cf ny custoners 
was Dr. J. C. Henzler whic had his office on E. Bancreft Street back of the 
Youngs drug store. In later years he was the Lucas Cuunty corcner. 

In the 1890's the Toledo Blade office was at the corner of Superior Street 
and Jefferson. We paid l¢g per copy for cur papers and delivered thei for 
10¢ per week. Right across Jefferson frou the Blade office was the feedyard 
of an hotel called the New York House which was sort cf a fariiers' stopping 
place. The hotel faced on St. Clair Street. The yard, surrounded by a high 
board fence, was, I was told, the site of the haue of Col. John BE. Hunt, an 
early postiiaster of Toledo and County Treasurer, who was active in fostering 
legislation for the Miami and Erie Canal and for the building cf the Western 
Reserve and Maunee turnpike through the Black Swatp region. In later years 
the New York House was razed, its yard beco..ing the site of the new Secor 
Hotel. While waiting fur the newspapers to ccne off the press the newsboys 
used to hang around the neighborhcod, especially at the shop of one Willian 
Wiser on St. Clair Street near the New York House, where they could get 
lunches in the shape of jellyballs fur lg or 2g, according tc size, ard weak 
Jeiionade or milk for 3¢ a glass. A lane girl, the proprietor's grand-dauchter, 
waited on trade. 


In the 1890's (I refer tc buys) everybody in getting from place te place 
walked cr “hopped a dray", which ieans Snitching a ride on the rear of these 
“Short, usually l-horse delivery wagcns. These drays had a slanting body for 
easy loading and unloading and two stakes at the rear end ts keep the loads 
in place. These stakes forued yxe2rv good hand holds fcr riders and nost 
drivers then were ccrplucewt or ever odating toward "stcwaways"., Many a tine 
have I hopped a dray in getting to and frei schocl. At that time there were many 
of these vehicles on Toledo's streets; the autoriobile had not yet cone into 
being. These were the days of the street Sweeper auc fat sparrows. 


When we first cw.e to the city the rclling stock of the street railways 
elubraced only horsecars, but in 1892 electric railways began tc be develuped. 
The Consolidated Street Railway Cciipany had a line operating out Cherry Street 
and the Robison interests held a franchise that permitted then to cperate a 
line frur. downtown out Canton Avenue to Cherry Street; but fror this point, 

a matter of but two blocks, they had to pull their cars by hcerses tc reach 
their trolley wire again at Sherzan and Cherry to continue on tb: Forest Cerne- 
tery. Ti.e first electric cars were si.all cuntraptions with a platforn at 
either end, were manned by two mien of who. the motoruan sto.d in front unprc- 
tected in all kinds cf weather. He operated his car by a controller on the 
left side and a hand brake to the right. His alaru bell, pulled by a rope, 
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was on the rocf over Lis head. The ec nductor stationed at the rear end col- 
lected a faro: :f£5¢ frit: passengers; but at one ti::e the Rubison lines had a 
3-cent fare in effect for a tine. Drays vould cften crive down Cherry Street 
in the car tracks because it was easier g:iug fur their herses there; and nany 
a notcruan used up pounds of energy jerking his bellcord tc persuade sorte 
stubborn driver to liove over so Lis ear could pass. During the 1890's Cherry 
Street had a stone block pave:ent and on East Bancroft Street was a paverent of 
cedar blocks ccnsisting of short cylinders cf woed about 6 inches long stcod 
endwise on underlying boards with a cushion cf sand. This type of pavement was 
nore or less noiseless but had a bad habit of floating off during heavy rain- 
storms, leaving gaping holes in the street. One of the first streets in Toledo 
to have the new asphalt pavetient was Prescott, near our liuue, extending fron 
Franklin to Collingwood Avenue. 


During the year 1892 a junk dealer on Union Street near Wootruff got in a 
load of discarded 2-wheeled iron cycles with pedals on front wheel, no seats and 
recovable handlebars. The news soon got ncoised about auiong the boys and created 
such a stir that parents were besieged by their offspring and gave in by pre- 
viding the 75¢ necessary tc buy one of the contraptions. In cur case this 
called for three, but our father was gat:e and down we went to tlhe junkyard and 
returned with the precious machines. Frou then on, for months, all the neigh- 
burhced boys could be seen daily pedalling their wheels abcut the streets and 
sidewalks. We liked Prescott Street best because of its snocth surface; one 
day I was riding along this street when ny handlebars cave off and I was precip- 
itated to the hard pavement; I was dazed but soon got up and again mounting, 
rode uy balky steed hove. When bought, as I have related, these wheels had 
no seats; but anxious to try thei out at once, we boys did not wait until the 
lack was nade gocd but rode ther: anyway during the whole first day. Next rorn- 
ing we were somewhat Surprised to realize that we sat down only with reluctance. 
The deficiency in our cycles was socn renedied by a carpenter down on St. Clair 
Street who uade us sole wocden seats which Aunt Ella padded with excelsior and 
covered with cilcloth. This was about the tine that the new "safety" bicycles 
were couing into use. They were so called because cf the sat:e size of their 
wheels, making for stability in marked contrast to the old style machine with 
cdd sized wheels, an encrlous cne in front and a small cne behind, which fav- 
ored a quick upset when the luckless rider hit a svall obstruction. During 
1894 our father bought one of the new bicycles called the "Dauntless" and fron 
that tine on uade his trips about the city on his. wheel, not depending further 
on the horsecars or Shank's nare. 


About the year 1892 we had a telephone installed in our horie with number 
as I recall it, 1270. There were at this tiie two telephone ccipanies in Toledo: 
the Central Union (Bell Cz.) and the Harrison Co. which was the independent 
concern. Telephones were cf the wall type and Signalling by tiagneto and crank. 
There was little toll service and this only to nearby peints; and no long dis- 
tance. There was no connection between the two Cvipanies! lines. During 1891 
our Aunt Anna Shanks carie tc stay with us while taking a course in stenography 
at the Davis Business College .and reuained with us until ske ccmpleted her 
Cuurse and secured eriployuent with Merrell & Co., seed merchants, and later 
with a fims of lawyers, Huntsberger & Ashley. At cne tit:e she assisted in the 
Coupend office, working after schocl hours. In the fall of 1895 she returned 
tu Huron County and was uarried to Francis A. Richards on October 15 of that year. 
Frou ti:e to tite cur hore was visited by relatives from Huron and Seneca 
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Counties and friends froin Atticu. TLus during the suui:er of 1893 several 

of the Shanks stopped off enrcute to the World's Colw2bian Exposition (Worlds 
Fair) at Chicago. Our parents accw.panied then and we bcys were left at hone 
with Aunt Ella for the better part cof a week. 


During 1892 wiy father wad written a bock for dcectors called "The Physi- 
Cian; His Relation to the Law and the Legal Rules Governing the Collection 
of His Fees". The bowk hud 47 pages:of size 55 x 9 inches and was filled 
with infornwation cf interest to waubers of the uwedical profession, as set 
forth in its title. It was well received and many crders were filled curing 
the next few years. The bovck was printed in cur own printshop in the Daniels 
block and was published under the naire cf Blaine Bros., our «1d newsdealer 
narie having been resurrected. Clcth-bounc ccpies sold fcr $1.50 and paper- 
bound for $1.00; during 1893 there vas offered as a preziua with orders, 

"The Magnificent Engraving, Dr. Harvey Deiicnstrating to King Charles I His 
Theory of the Circulation of the Blood." The descriptive circular issued in 
connection with the bovk stated: "The only bock of its kind ever published 

in any language. Cucntains wore Sound, Practical, Useful Infcniation to the 
square inch than any other buck ever written by any authcr." -- a scrmewhat 
inclusive claiu recalling to: ind the present day practice of certain radio 
corniercials. The beok was not, I believe, ccpyrighted. These were busy, 
active days at 411 E. Bancroft St. Our Dad as a dcetor and publisher had 
any callers and his office was crammed with desks, papers and paraphernalia. 
Solietines a patient frum Attica would coiie for a course of several days’ 
treatnent and in several instances there were ltedical students who spent 
considerable tiie absut the office and the home. Fror all this coming and 
going it can be realized that our mother had a very busy tire of it provid- 
ing for the visitors and the boarders. We boys were kept busy running over 
to George Wittnman's butcher shop on Wakeiian Street and to the Beehler grocery 
on Bancroft to get provisions to feed the hungry nouths at 4ll. At Beehler's 
we used to buy large, juicy Jill pickles out of a big barrel for lg apiece-- 
and how we boys loved therm! At Schoenhart's candy store on Beacon Street 

we used to buy penny "grab bags" for l¢ filled with riore or less shopworn 
candy; but Low good it tasted to us. 


In the winter of 1891 I catie to realize the fun of skating on a really 
large expanse of ice. The Maumee River in the 1890's froze over each winter, 
enabling one to skate for miles far out into Maunee Bay and in the other di- 
rection upstream to Mawiee, Perrysburg and beyottd. While living in Attica 
we boys had learned to ska#ee on Honey Creek and soon adapted ourselves to 
the sport in cur new environment. My first experience in river skating 
was at the foot cf Madison Street where wooden steps had been built fron the 
docks down onto the ice. Crowds there were skating, sailing and playing 
ganes, the chief of which was curling, an oldtine Scotch gaie played with 
round granite stones which were slid along a marked course on the ice to a 
goal. The gai.e is not unlike ninepins or bowling. In this counection, I 
recall that out Bancroft Street near Monroe there fortierly was a clubhouse, 
the home of the Burns Curling Club of Toledo. This was in a district called 
Engelwood. Quite a nuuber of skaters made use of a triangular sail which 
held back of them would propel then in any desired direction by the device 
of "tacking" as in-water sajling. Out on the Bay the iceboats held forth. 
These interesting craft had two heavy, widespread runners at the sides; a 
Novable one centered at the rear for guiding; and a cockpit centrally located 
between the forward runners. A mast with triangular sail was stepped from 
the cockpit. The speed of these craft is alniost unbelievable: they are said 
to go faster than the wind because of their liomentum. They are tacked to 
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beat against'.the wind or to return tc the starting point. Once I was invit- 

ed for a sail on a friend's ice yacht on Maumee Bay and in 1iaking a turn I 
failed to hold on tight enough and was literally "shot off" the craft cuto 

the ice, sliding for hore than 100 feet before I could stop, such was our 
speed! During the 1890's great quantities of icewere harvested frou the river 
to be stored in nearby icehouses for sale during the next surtier. At that 

tine nechanical. refrigeration had not been perfected and few fariilies even had 
an icebox, Food and butter were kept cool in cellars for the most part and 
folks nade use of the well to keep stuff cool, lowering a covered tin pail down 
the well shaft. The chief users of commercial ice in the sumiertine were the 
hotels and the salocns. During the nineties I saw ice blocks a foct and nore 
thick cut fror. the river. Much ice was shipped in fram the Michigan lakes, 
notably “Zuke Lake, Whitriore Lake and Bawbeese Lake, cciuing in on the Ann Arbor 
Railroad. In thuse days ice wagons peddled their product about the strects 

and during their slow progress through a neighborhood would invariably be fol- 
lowed by a crowd of young fry seeking a piece of ice broken off in trimming. 

A fasiliar sight tou during the summers was the vendor of crear waffles who 

had a horse-drawn wagon fitted up as a portable bakery of this confection which 
he would peddle about the streets. The waffles were sprinkled with powdered 
sugar; and to the always hungry stomachs of growing boys and girls were the 
ultinate in gastrononic delight. 


Another frequent sound was the clang of the fire engine bell. In the old 
days there were uany fires. The apparatus were drawn by horses and on the sound- 
ing of an alarm the anivials would be off ot full gallop, ‘their hooves striking 
fire frou the pavenent stones:- a striking spectacle that filled uost everyone 
with excitement. One evening Earl and I were playing around hone when we heard 
the faviliar sound of an engine on its way to a fire. We lit out toward the 
sound, following the apparatus,and never stopped until we reached the blaze, 
in this instance a full 2¢ miles from hore down on Morris Street near the cld 
Union Station. We watched the spectacle until a late hcur and did not get 
hone until after 11 o'clock. During the titie I was going to school at the Tri 
State, as before lientioned in January, 1894, the old Cha.ber of Coisuierce Build- 
ing across the street burned down. During this fire we watched the falling of 
a great iiany iron safes fron the upper flocrs into the baseient and during the 
following weeks when the ruins had sufficiently cooled dewn, one could see each 
day perscns digging through the heaped rubbish to find safes in order to re- 
“trieve valuables fro: then. It is a fact that, for a period of nore than 8 
weeks after the fire the ruigs continued to give off m.ioke and stean; probably 
froi.: the interior heat confined by the mass cf rubble and the ccld air above. 


At the foot of Madison Street was a slip or extensicn of the dcck line 
frou the river to Water Street, to give access to bcats to the two grain eleva- 
tors there situated, King's and quale's. This slip or inlet’ cnabled the canal 
boats to tie up at the elevators to discharge cargo. In 1892 and 1893 I often 
saw these boats core into the slin; they unlike the first boats used on the 
Miami and Erie Canal had steai: engines to propel them and cate down fren Grand 
Rapids or Napoleon through the still-used canal, thrcugh locks into Swan Creek 
and thence to the grain docks. Even then the old canal's days were nwibered 
aid within a few years the then siiall traffic entirely ceased. In Lucas County 
now @ iuulern autonobile highway has taken cver the rcute of the historic water- 
way frou Waterville to Toledo; but kere and there have been preserved a few 
cf the old stone locks to reind the curicus cf the one-tir.e traffic by water 
ditch. 
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The Madiscn Street icin sewer enptied into the river through tha slip 
at its foot, which circwuistance offended not only the eye but the nose as well 
froii the copious quantities of sewer gas there at all tines seen bubbling to 
the surface of the water. It will be recalled that the canal entered the 
river through the mouth of Swan Creek and that its (the canal's) course west- 
ward through Toledo was via the creek to the canal channel proper through 
locks near the site of the Toledo Grain & Milling Company's flour mill. The 
creek banks fro: the foot of Perry Street to the locks were lined with boat- 
and warehouses and liany squatters had tied their houseboats there because 
there was no rent to pay, the canal route being State property. An offshoot 
of the creek near Ottawa Street and the Middle Grounds was known as the Bayou 
and was tuch like the creek in appearance. Here many ties during the noon 
lunch period students of the Tri State school would go swia:ing on the hot 
days of suwiier or fall. The Middle Groun’s, so called because it lay be- 
tween the river and Swan Creek, was in the early days of Port Lawrence (the 
progenitor of Toledo) a region of woods and undergrowth frequented by hunters 
and picnickers froit the nearby settleient. It was later occupied by the 
Lake Shore Railroad as a site for their passenger and freight stations and the 
Island House, previously :ientioned, the popular hotel fro. 1855 to 1886 
which was supplanted in public favor by the Oliver House, built in 1859. 


Train Newsboy 


In the surmm er of 1893 when I was 13 years old my father decided that it 
might be well if I were given soe responsible work to do; and so he arranged 
with the local agent of the Union News Cozpany, one D. Block, who had charge 
of train sales and whose headquarters were in the Penusylvania depot, for 
re to beccre a trainboy, now called a "candy or news butcher." When I report- 
ed for duty one morning in June, 1893, Mr. Block provided me with a harper 
and « fruit basket and instructed ue how to make sales on the train, where and 
when to get off for the return trip to Tcledo and in general how to do the 
work. My halper contained dite novels and packaged candy and the snaller 
basket the fruit to be sold enroute. We also had newspapers to be sold on 
our trips out of the city. My first assignment was on the Pennsylvania R. R. 
to Mensfield, Ohio, and return. The work was pleasant and interesting to 
a siall boy who was fand of traveling. Profits were low due to few sales. 
Train boys got 20 percent of gross sales and I have a distiuct wieliory that 
whenever I viade sales tc the extent of one dollar, I iz:ediately ate up 20 
cents! worth of candy and £ruit as ly portion. The comercial aspect of the 
job was not explained tc ne; or perhaps it really did not natter so long as 
I was occupied. My second run:was on the Wheeling & Lake Erie R.R. to 
Orrville, Ohio, and return; try third, the Ohio Central R. R. to Bucyrus, Obie; 
and return; and }3:y fourth, the cne I liked best of all, the old Cincinnati, 
Jackson & Mackinaw R.R. to Battle Creek, Michigan, and return. This railway 
left Toledo over the Ann Arbor tracks as far as Dundee, Michigan, and fron 
there branched off with its own line through Tecumseh to Marshall, Battle 
Creek and Allegan, all in Michigan. Enroute to its terminus at the last named 
city it touched at various lake resorts, notably Devil's Lake near Adrian, a 
very popular place tiuch patronized by folk living in the southern counties 
of our neighboring State. I recall one occasion when we cai.e through Devil's 
Lake station late one afternoon on our way to Toledo when the cars were board- 
ed by a large crowd cf tired and hungry picnickers, ho.ieward bound after a 
day at the lake. I soon scld out everything edible in iiy stock and tock in 
over 5.00 on that day, r."kinjr & profit of more than a dollar--a record! 
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During the tii.e I was with tue Union News Coiipany iiy brotier Earl was in 
the saiie work, running on the Wheeling aud the’: Pennsylvania roads. 


Visit tojAtsiea 


During the suz.er of 1894 I visited Attica, seeing again boyhood chums, 
friends and relatives. Duriug this visit I wade isy headyuarters with our 
Aunt Lillie who had recently been warried to George Sherman, a harness iieker 
of the town. They began housekeeping in a part of the Kate Beck house on 
West Tiffin Street close to the old Hall & Myers foundry. It was while stay- 
ing here that I itet with a pleasing adventure, one that has never been repeat- 
ed iniiy life. Miss Beck had in Ler front yard a large trumpet vine covered — 
with blossoms. My attention being attracted to sone riovei:ent a ong the flowers, 
I soon observed several huwiuing birds flitting back and forth sipping the 
nectar frou the blossous by literally “iving into then the full length of their 
bodies. Having a curiosity to know this interestiug bird nore intinately, I 
stepped to the bush and placed my hand over a blossom into which a bird had 
just dived and thus trapped uy sizall visitor and was able to view all parts of 
hin from: his reuarkable bill to his iridescent plumage. After a few vinutes I 
released him and he was off like an arrow froti a bow. I soon observed another 
bird intent on the saiie errand and again stepped to the bush and was able to 
take into wy hand uninjured :.y second huwater. I took hii to show my aunt who 
duly admired the beautiful little bird and suggested as a happy thought that 
I take hii: next door to show to Della Myers (sister of Oscar), e blind girl who 
had never had opportunity of observing a huz:ing bird. This was done. Della 
took the little creature in her hand, felt it all over with her niuble fingers, 
exclaimed rapturously over it and when her curiosity was satisfied, released it 
into the sunlight. The trip to Attica I had iiade in company with our old 
friends, Rolla Lebola and his uother, Sarah, who were likewise on a vacation 
trip to the old town. 


By the spring of 1894 I had coispleted 11y schooling at the Tri State 
College, having spent the last year in the bookkeeping department. For a tine 
thereafter I helped in tue Coi.pend office until one day in May our old Attica 
friend and schoolmate, Rolla Lebold, whose faiily had tioved to Toledo shortly 
after we did, asked we and Ernest how we would like to work with hii in the 
Burnett House as bellboys. He described the work as not hard, with rewards in 
the form. of tips from the hotel guests in addition to our monthly salary of 
$6.00 and board. We went dayn to the Burnett with lin and made application 
to the clerk, Charles Orchard, who ins:ediately hired us, instructing us to 
report for duty at noon the next day. And thus was started ny hotel career in 
Toledo which lasted for the next three years and further introduced me into 
the practicalities of life. . 


Hotel Life in Toledo in the 1890's 


The Burnett was a good-sized middle class hotel at Perry and Suai:it 
Streets that catered to the transient public and the baseball and theatrical 
gentry. Ernest was assigned to be elevator boy aud I, together with our friend 
and mentor, Roll Lebcld, becat.e a bellboy. I was then 14 years old end was 
thrilled with the prospect of earning iy own way. Our working hours were fron 
6:004r) until noon, then 6:00PM until midnight of one day; then from noon until 
6:00PM of the next day--an average of nine hours! work per day. 
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Our duties were to answer calls fro... the guests’ rooms and to run 
errands assigned by the clerk. We were kept quite busy anda were often re- 
warded by tips given us, usually u dire or fifteen cents; these at the 
day's ead often amounted to 50¢ or 75¢ which furnished us with spending 
L:ioney and thus left our nonthly pry intact to be given to our Lothker at horie. 
The Burnett House was just across the street from the site of the old 
Indiana House at Perry and Sum.it Streets, one of the early hotels of Port 
Lawrence, which directly faced the Ottawa Street bridge over Swan Creek near 
its nouth. Swit Street ended, or tay be said to have started, at Perry 
Street; and its continuation soutkhwestward was into Ottawa Street across a 
bridge, thence to Broadway abcut a half wile further on where the Oliver 
House was. The point of land between Swan Creek and the river was known as 
Goose Point und was the extreiity of the Middle Grcunds. There during the 
1890's lay an old Lulk half sunken in the .tud with the nae of JAMES G. 
BLAINE across the stern. Perry Street was but one block lonz,.Laving its 
terminus at St. Clair Street; this locality was the center of the first set- 
tleient at the mouth of Swan Creek known as Port Lawrence which later after 
its union with Vistula, their neivhboring village, in 1836 was calleé Tcledo. 


The period of which I write was indeed the "Gay Nineties". The theatres 
cf the city were running full blast and l:any show troupes made their head- 
Quarters at the Burnett which furnished a golden opportunity tc the hctel 
boys to get free passes to the tieatres frci. obliging advance ven or /.an- 
agers. ‘Thus we were enabled to go to many plays and now and then to take in 
a baseball ga..e. The ball grounds then were cut Lagrange Street about a 
Mile; the pleyers stopped at our hotel and went tc the grounds in a Toledo 
Transfer Cozypany's bus. at this tiie I can recall the naces of but two of 
the players: John Blue fru. down Bettsville way and Bob Gilks. The nost 
provinent theatre was tle Peoples at the corner of Orange and St. Clair 
Streets where were offered such attractions as Byrne Brothers! "Hight Bells", 
a rollicking coedy, and the "Black Crock", a so-called extravaganza having 
in its cast goblins, fairies aud witches, weird lightine effects and shadowy 
scenes in which wuuen appeared in tigkts, then considered quite daring. We 
liked the Hight Bells; in its finale a ship (in cross section) turned ccn- 
pletely over during a storm, a thrilling spectacle that always brought down 
the house. In 1892 the old Wheeler Opera House at St. Clair and Monroe 
burned down; to that tiie it had been Toledo's principal theatre. My brother 
Earl and I witnessed this fire. ¥ 

as 

In the fall of 1894 I went cut to the Toledo Fair grounds at Derr St. 
and Upton Avenue. Tle grounds were beautiful and spacious, with iany trees 
and a good race track. In this year one of the entertaimient features was 
the "Midway", patterned after the fauous Midway Plaisance of the 1893 Worlds 
Fair at Cliicago. "La Belle Fatina" held forth here, giving Ler fajous 
"Nucotchy-kooutchy" dance that had thrilled audiences on the Chicago Midway. 
Now, Fatina while in Toledc stupped at the Burnett and thus we boys had 
cpportunity to see the oriental dancer each day there--in street cluthes. 
She was a gucd-lovking brunette who light have been of Jewish pareutage and 
possibly born in Brouklyn. Thrcughk some misadventure (a shortage of cash?) 
at the end of her first cay's work at the Fair her iianager was unable to 
pay her the agreed ¢n stipend and i.eeting hi... in the hotel lobby the next 
usrning LaBelle Fatiiia gave him a Severe tongue lashing, a few words cf 
which I recall: "Geef me ly mc-nee"! 
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At the Toledo Fair I saw sy first .ytcitobile, a suall stea: model that 
ran a short distance under its ¢cwn power and whose driver was one Achille 
Phillion who had a passenger with hit. on the seat. The vehicle went for 
about a half nile when its steai gave out and it stopped. There was nuch to 
be seen at the fair to ause end to entertain. A spectacle put on by the 
saie Phillion who drove the little autcincobile consisted of a spiral wooden 
track about 35 feet high up which the porforuer propelled with his feet a light 
weight ball abut 3 feet in diaieter. This he did by n-unting the sphere 
and inching it forward and upward on the incline with his feet. Having 
attained to the top he reversed the acticn and rode the ball down to the ground. 
During the fair I visited the booth cf a tattcoed man and paid hin 5 cents to 
put on my left forearn the intial H, whick svuvenir I stll carry. 


The proprietor of tle Burnett House was Dennis fucGee, an Irishnan who 
Spurted side whiskers and lived in the hotel with his wife, tyo Zuu,).ters, 
Esther and Anna May, and his elderly nother. Grandtia McGee was screwhat of 
an fuvclidand kept to her miall room cn the second floor uost of the tine. 

Her ..eals were carried up to her by the bellboys and the e:pty treys brceught 
dovm cn call. Lucky was the boy who got the down call, for often there reuain- 
ed on the tray a piece of pie or cake which the old lady did net want; which 
tasty morsels, I 1iay add in passing, failed tc reach the kitchen on the return 
trip. The hotel help tock their meals in a rovii near the pantry and kitchen; 
the i:enu for the nest part consisted of leftovers; the bread was stale and 

tiie leat bad--se bad that scuetives the help refused tc eat it. We bellbcys 
had sleeping recs un the tep (4th) floucr but whenever possible on the hot 

days of tiy sumer’ there I went tu sleep at homie, as the distance was not 

tow great for ue to walk after the ccrmpletion of ny work at tidnight. At 

the end of uy first vionth's work at the Burnett I was the proud possessor 

of »6.00 in cash which I gave to my mother, as inoney was scarce at hoe and 
‘any additional help suck as we boys could provide was appreciated. My brothers 
and I felt proud tc have sone meney in pocket as well as tu be able to lighten 
the hone load. One day wr. McGee fell down the elevator shaft of the hotel 
and wus killed. It appears that he si:ply cpened the docr and stpped in-- 

but the elevatcr car was not there! This accident heppened just after I 

left the e.uploy of the hotel. On one occasion while working there I witnessed 
a near accident involving the sarie elevator wherein a boy by the nare cf 
McLennan had gotten down intc the shaft to free the control cable which had 
become stuck. He succeeded in freeing it but at the sa.e tine started the | 
car duwn fren the top of the shaft. and could not stop it; and only saved | 
hiuself fro: being crushed by going hand over hand cn the cable to the docr, 

a distance of 6 or 7 feet. When he reached safety the car was but three 

feet away! 


Ro:.e Conditiongand a Railread Trip 


When our fauily uoved tu Toledo sur younger br_ther Will was sent to 
the Shervian Street school, a short distance fro:i our holie. The principal 
at that tine, the early 1890's, was one Konopak. Will, unlike his older 
brothers, never attended business school. At the corner of Sherm:en and Union 
Streets was a pie factory operated by the firm) of Bowker & Simonds where we 
used to buy ascall-sized pies for e@ nickle and a larger one for 10 cénts. 
"Simion, the Pienan” was a neighborhood by-word. This bakery was in operation 
for many years and the building now converted to residence purposes is 
still standing. 
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Qn Union Street just south of Bancroft at the head of North Street was 
an open space vkere fro: tine to tiie stall shows leld forth. Once a Dr. 
Rullison had a i.edicine show there wherein he would pull custo:ers' teeth 
during i. uerlucusof singing and dancing by a boy and a girl. So:.e of us 
neighborhood boys had an urge to get into the tent to see the iiain show but 
lacking the 10 cents, 1uade use of that immemorial si.all boy's device, crawl- 
ing under the canvas. Detected in this by the irate doctor, we were proiptly 
booted back outside. In 1894 our father had an attack of malaria and when 
convalescent went to the home of some friends in Odeh, Michigen, to recuper- 
ate. He visited fast Jordan and Petoskey and wrote horie about the wonderful 
fishing in the bays and rivers there. He was accorpanied on this trip by 
Fred Taylor, erfiedical student who together with his attractive young wife, 
Effie, was a frequent visitor in our hore. After a few weeks Pa returned 
much improved in health. During his absence and a pretious illness his incolie 
had dwindled and finally stopped altogether, so that our fa.ily was "on the 
rocks" i:ore or less financially and was kept going only by the income fron 
our boarders, Aunt Ella and Oscar Myers, and the suall sums that we boys 
could contribute. 


During the suwuier of 1894 when Ernest and I were working at the Burnett 
House our brother Earl got work as a messenger boy for the Western Union 
Telegrapl: Co. and later in the sa.e year went to work at tke old Jefferson 
Hotel as bellboy. While working here he uet a boy naied Bert Wilson who told 
hin: many tales about having "burmed" his way on trains to other cities and 
of the zood jobs to be had in other places. Bert's grandparents lived in 
Napoleon, Olio, and one day he proposed that we three, Earl, himself and.I, 
beat our way on the blind baggage on the Wabash R. R. to Napoleon where we 
could go to see his relatives and cole back the saue way. Our inaginations 
excited, we planned to take tiie trip the next Sunday afternoon and on the 
appointed day went to the railroad yerds near the Union Station and clinbed 
onto the front end of the baggage car called bliud because there was no door 
at the end. We duly arrived 2t Nupoleon and went over to Bert's grandparent's 
hone which, as I recall it, was near the end of the bridge over: the Mauriee 
on the south side of town. It was suppertime and we were invited to slare 
the 1.¢al which was of nusk and milk. We had to leave quite soon to catch the 
return train, upon whose arrival we succeeded in gctting ecnto the front end 
of the baggage car as before; but alas, in this case the car had a door at 
the end. While waiting for the train to start ‘nother "rider", a young Lian, 
cot onto tie platform with™us and kept looking out toward the depot. Apparent- 
ly he was spotted by the brakeuan, for it was not long before that function- 
ary Catie through the car door and discovered 4 couple of scarec youngsters. 
After scolding us he asked: "Got any tuoney?" I had a dine anc a pocket 
knife, both of which I was required to turn over. after a warning to never 
do it again the brakeman left us and as soon as the train slowed down into 
the yards at Toledo we Lopped off and made a bee line for Lone. This is 
the last tiz.e I tried train riding without a ticket. Later that sa.e suiser 
Earl uade a siilar trip to Cleveland with the intenticn of getting work in 
an hotel there. In this, however, he and’ Wilson were disappointec snd ina 
short tiue their roney gave out, whereupon Earl wrote i.e for help and I drew 
$3.00 fro iy pay at the Burnett and sent him a money order. With the 
procecds of this the boys were able to get back to Toledo and Earl arrived 
houe early one iiorning dirty and worn cut frei: his night's riding on a freight 
train. This was the last tine ke tried that kind of stunt. 
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Life at Hotel Madison 


During tLe fall of 1894 I learned cf a better paying job open at the 
Madison Hotel at the corner cf Madison and Ontario Streets and on applying 
for it was hired as bellboy at salary of $10. per nenth, wit! board and raon. 
There were two other boys working there: Charley Bruhl, bellboy, and Johnny 
Hogan, on the elevator. The proprietor and builder of the hotel was Frank 
J. Scott, a noted Toledo resident, son of the pioneer Jesup W. Scott, pron- 
inent in educational affairs in early Toledo. The hctel clerk in 1894 was 
Frank F. Holries and the night clerk, J. P. Rockey. The Madison was built 
in 1876 fron plans drawn up by F. J. Scott hiuself, an architect. He was 
the designer of any Loites in Toledo aztong which way be cited the old Fitch 
residence at the head of Adams Street which in later years becaie the Snead 
School for girls and was razed a few years ago. 


The Madison vas an 8-story brick structure with all the latest features 
of a first-class hotel, including in its day "Natural gas in every roou". In- 
deed, this uethod of heating was still in use in 1894, the stear: heating plant 
not being installed until the followliug year. Tle hotel had an oldstyle 
hydraulic elevator wlich had a bad habit of getting frozen-up during cold 
spells in winter, wken the clerk would heave to send out for a man fron Ed. 
McLeary's 1sachine shop to tlLaw it out. The lift had a separate compartnent 
below the regular cage for freight; and to use this feature tLe operator 
simply transferred himself to the lower level. ‘The food at the Madison was 
very tiuch better than at the Burnett House and I soon appreciated the very 
evident different and better spirit that prevailed there. Being a fauily 
hotel, there were a nu.ber of perianent residents aiong whom are to be nen- 
tioned: Mr. and Mrs. Dennison B. Saith; Wo. H. Morehouse, his iwother and 
Sister Alta; Carroll D. WigLt, wife and nother, Mrs. Jennie Paul; John E. 
Parsons und fa.ily; and the proprietor and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. 

Scott. The gursts would frequently reward the boys with gifts of i:oney for 
s..all services rendered. For the first two r:onths on ry new job the duties 
were very Sii:ilar to those at the Burnett, when upon the resignation of the 
night clerk Johnny Hogan was promoted to this position and I was assigned as 
elevator boy. This was work muck to ny liking and carried an increase of 
pay to $12.50 per ~onth. I held this job for about a year wien on tke hotel's 
Changing nanagenent I was given the new assignment of storeroom clerk in the 
basexient, next door to the pastry cook's rocn. ‘My new duties were to have 
charge of non-perishable syppolic. “and to issue then out on order of the head 
waitress to her waitresses, to the pastry ccok and to be on hand to receive 
supplies as delivered. I likod iiy nearness to the pastry cook as it gave 

ie an opportunity to get an occasional sample of Mrs. Scherer's pies. The 
helps! dining rocm was nearby but in uy new position I was allowed to eat in 
the main dining room on the first floor off in a corner with the pastry cook, 
the housekeeper and the waitrasses. This was the best food I had had in ny 
whole life. 


Mr. Scott had his private office on the first floor next to tle hotel 
office. In it as a pravinent feature was a marble bust of his father, Jesup 
W. Scott, and cn one side of the rocrm was a very ornate uarble fireplace. 

It was the duty of the housenan to build a wood fire here whenever ordered. 
One-day in the absence of this functionary I was called on to build ¢ fire 
for Mr. Scott and on setting it alight scratched Ly natch on the woodwork of 
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the docr, when I received a quick calldown fro:. Mr. Scott for wy thoukhtless- 
ness. I never again scratched 2 natch on woodwork. Frank J. Scott had so::e- 
tulug of a ro. antic past. He travelec extensively in Europe where ke studied 
architecture and was nurried to n beautifl Spanisk girl whor: he brought to 
Aerica and who died shortly after. he retiarried in 1895 to Pkoebe Bloodgood, 
of New York Uity, wl.o cae to live at the Madison anc in that year witk her 
Lusband took over uctive i:auageent of the hotel. 


As at the Burnett, uany theatrical people uade their Toleco stopping place 
at the Madison. During the swu-er of 1895 there cave a troupe whose stars 
were Edwin Holt and Mabel Eaton, who presented a repertoire of standard plays 
such aus Cynbeline, As You Like It and In souar, which latter told the story 
of a Britis. king who fell in love with a peasant l.aid. AS usual, I was 
fortunate enough to be able to get passes to several of the shows and did not 
fail to attend. On. one occasion as a special feature Spousored by soiie local 
lovers of Shakesperian drama it was arranged that the troupe should present 
several plays in a grove of trees upriver near Perrysburg. The site chosen 
was in a sylvan setting suitable for the presentation of the play "As You 

Like It" whose locale, it will be remel-bered, was in the Forest of Arden. 
A proscenius of natural trees and logs was arranged and the seating of the 
audience was on logs. The plays as produced were a distinct novelty and hit. 
Miss Eaton tock the part of Rosalind opposite Mr. Holt's Orlando. The crowd 
got to the skow place via tLe newly-built Mawiee Valley Electric Railway. In 
addition to As You Like It tke troupe there presented Ingoiar; and I recall 
that, at the play's very end when the hero gave voice to his final ex- 

Luberant senti::ent of love, he got it Slightly twisted and Ceclaired: 

"Two hearts with but a single thought: two souls that beat es one!" 

Edwin Holt was a very Landsoue actor ance he and his leading lady, Mabel Eaton, 
wade a fine locking pair. He was a uerried :.an. One day there was quite a 
stir at the Madison wien Miss Eaton's parents fro. Chicago showed up and the 
actor's wife from soliewhere else, when t..ere eusued a Spirited faxily ccon- 
ference the upsLot of whiich was that the troupe tien and there went on the 
rocks and Miss Eaton journeyed back to Chicago with her parents. 


A.ong the Lotel residents was Mr. C. T. Wight who was Cor:.ercial Agent 
of tue B. & O. R.R. he had as secretary a Mrs. Farnsworth whose husband 
once ade certain allegations and brought suit for divorce frou Lis wife, 
nating Mr. Wight as co-respondent. I was .Subpoenaed as a witness for the 
prosecution, it being alleg®d that Mrs. Farnsworth had nade clandestine 
visits to the Wight apartment in the hotel; and it was because I was on the 
elevator and could testify in regard to this that I was called. On the day 
of the trial I gave wuy testinony to the effect that I had never taken Mrs. 
Farnsworth to the Wight flecr when Nrs. Wigkt was not at‘kone. As a witness 
I was entitled to a fee cf $1.00 but althvugh I ~ade numerous trips to the 
office of the county clerk to collect, the custs not being paid I did not 
get it. 


Among the proisinent people who either lived at the Madison or took their 
meals there during 1895 I recall: E. H. Close, El-er EF. Davis, Judges Isaac 
P, Pugsley and Liudley W. Morris, F. H. Steele and wife, John E. Parsons and 
fanily and a Dr. Kiskadden, of Detroit. Elmer Davis at tat tice was a young 
attorney who had recently colie to make the city his howe, and entering local 
politics was referred to in the ca@paigns of the period as "Crane Davis" 
because of Lis height. E. H. Close in later years becaiie a well known real 
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estate operator who was instrumental in opening up several fine adcitions in 
the West Toledo district. The two judges nw:ed, of the Lucas County Cormon 
Pleas Court, were noted menbers of the bench who will be recalled by older 
residents of Toledo. 


Now and then the hotel dining room would be rented out for balls, lec- 
tures or other functions, wlen tLe equipment would be removed to make roon for 
chairs to accc.modate the audience. One such an event I recall as the lecture 
by Dr. Orville W. Owen, of Detroit, on the subject of "The Bacon Cipher Story". 
Dr. Owen claii:ed to have discovered a cipher in the plays of Stakespeare that 
set forththe fact that Sir Francis Bacon was the real author of the plays. The 
Doctor had written a bo'k on the subject and went about tke country giving 
lectures to stimulate interest. My father bought one of the bocks which is 
now in ly possession. It carries a lengthy story of Elizabethan tiues, telling 
that Bacon was the son of the queen, etc. The arguiient was ingenicus and the 
question perennial; but evidently the public is not yet ready to cast the Bard 
of Avon into the discard. Dr. Kiskadden, of Detroit, used to core down once 
a vonth to serve Toledo patients, waking his headquarters at the Madison where 
he Lad a rool on the first floor. He was a specialist who enjoyed a large 
practice. 


Frederick Prentice _ 


Frederick Prentice was a :an of wealth, born in Toledo, who Lived in New 
York City but i.ade occasional trips to his native place in which he continued 
to have interests. He stopped at the Madison and one day while he was a guest 
there I received a call from his rocr: on the second floor and was asked to do 
Soue su.all errand at the conclusion of which I was given a tip of 25 cents. 
This I declined at the tire, being new to the work and did not then consider 
that I need be paid for doing scueone a favor. The guest then gave me sone 
fatherly advice, saying: "Teke it, ny boy, you have earned it; but I like 
your spirit. And now I will tell you souething that I want you to always re- 
member:--you are talking to the first white child born in Toledo, Frederick 
Prentice." And it was indeed so, for on later looking up the history of 
warly Toledo (P.rt Lawrence and Vistula) I learned that Mr. Prentice was born 
in Port Lawrence very near the site of the Burnett House on Decenber 6, 1822. 
(See Knapp's "History of the Mawiee Valley", page 561). I never forgot what 
' Mr. Prentice then told tie and I consider it indeed an honor thus to have met 
and talked to hin in the 73rd year of his age. He was the son of Joseph 
Prentice who case to the iiouth of Swan Creek frou Ashtabula County, Ohio, 
around 1815 and gave the nau.e of Port Lawrence to tlie small settleurent there. 
Frederick Prentice, the scn, acquired wealth through early operations in the 
oil fields of Western Pennsylvania and other activities. He was one of the 
best known of the pioneers. His palatial Toledo howe purchased about 1875 
is still standing at Sumit Street and Adee on Avenue, now tle nurses! hone 
of Riverside Hospital. 


Another guest at the Madison was a certain Sidney Morse who one day pre- 
sented tie with a page of pen sketches he had just made and signed. This is a 
prized possession since I later learned that this man was a noted American 
artist, the son of a tran by the sane nate wie was brother to Saruel F. B. 
Morse, the inventor of the electric telegraph. 


The site occupied by tke Madiscn was quite near the old line of the Miani 
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& Erie Canal extension that had its outlet in Mauee Bay. This part of the 
Canal was abandoned in 1871 but traces of its course were, and are, plainly 
liarked in the topography of the city. The extension led to Manhattan, a 
Settleient at the moutk of the Maur:ee which is now a part of Toledo, and was 
led into the river through a lock. Its length was about 34 niles fron the 
Swan Creek agqueduct. Right across Madison Street fron the hotel was the 
Toledo Public 4ibrary, now torn down, built on the line of the canal -: 
extension which frou that point ran through what is now Court House Park into 
Spielbusch Avenue to the roadbed of the Wheeling & Lake Erie R.R. This rail- 
way made use of the drained waterway for quite soe distance, or to the point 
where its line turned southeastward to its river bridge. Traces of the Man- 
hattan end of the canal were visible until recent years, notably a part of 
the old channel near the entrance of Bay View Park. 


During the night of Marck 10, 1895, the Central High School. building 
which occupied a square block just beyond the line of the old canal burned. 
Early the next torning I was sent by Mrs. Scott frou the hotel to the scene 
of the fire bearing a huge pot of hot coffee for tke firenen who had been on 
duty most of the night. This was a very great fire; tle entire building was 
gutted and the Scott Manual Training Scl:ool adjacent was damaged. While at 
the scene I witnessed tLe spectacular fall of the old school bell fron its 
tower to the ground as its supporting tibers burned away. The bell now re- 
poses on a pedinent in front of the present Scott High School on Collingwood 
Avenue. The burned building was erected in 1853. 


In the winter of 1894 Mr. Scott hired a negro by tke nave of Roland Boley 
for porter work. Roland had cone in fron: Kentucky on a freight train a short 
titre before and tLis was his first job after striking Toledo. As his roon was 
in tue basenent near the storeroom where I worked, I saw a good deal of hin. 
"Roly Boly", as we called him, proved to be'4a big, Llliterate darky, good 
natured and sizple as a child. He had a penchant for collecting bits of col- 
ored glass, snooth pebbles and shining metal objects that cai:e to Lis hand 
which he would place on the old dresser in his room and endlessly adnire. 

One day he brought in for ne to read for hin a letter he had received fron 
his sister in Kentucky, a teacher anong the colored folk of his native town, 
whicl carried the news that he could core hone now, as the iian with whom he 
-uad had trouble had gone away. Roley then told me that he had had a fight 
over a girl at home, had hurt his antagonist cond had to flee to avoid arrest. 
He then beat Lis way to Cin@innati and Toledo. I wrote for hi: a reply to 

tle letter telling Lis sister that he would coe hone after his next payday ; 
aud at the end of the nonth Roley said goodbye to all of us and went back 
south. He said to ue on parting: "Har', you sho treated ne white!" One day 
in an idle lionent I lade a little pencil sketch of Roley which is still pasted 


on the inside cover of uy old trunk. 


During 1895 Mr. Scott gave up the managenent of the hotel, turning it 
over to @ COllpaty. neaded by ir. Wo. B. Taylor, who leased it to C. A. Swan, 
of Kansas City, Mo., an hotel nan of experience. Mr. Swan also acquired a 
sitall neighboring Lotel called Tke Swanona, in back of tle Madison Hotel on 
Ontario Street. TLis building Lad a Slanted front line owing to tke lot's 
paralleliing the course of tlhe old canal. It was the new lianager of the 
Madison who assigned 1ie to the storeroo. work. A nunber of euuployees becatie 
Cissatisfied witl the new regine and sought work elsewhere. I, however, con- 
tinued for a titie longer. At this tire Earl was working at the Jefferson. 
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In the suz.er of 1895 our Uncle Will Blaine from Pittsburgh visited us. 
He was a railYoad .:an, a car inspector on the Pennsylvania R.R. We went down 
to the Wheeling railroad yards where ke showed ne any parts of a locoriotive 
ti.ere and explained their functions. In the afternoon of that sare day we 
went via the Mawiee Valley electric railway line up tke river to Fort Meigs 
where we stopped off to view the historic site where in 1813 Gen. Wn Henry 
Harrison defeated the British and Indians in their coubined siege of this strat- 
egic point in the Maw:ee Valley. The fort when we saw it (1895) plainly showed 
the lines of the earthworks on the high bluff and across the road south, back 
in a field in an unplowed place, we were shown tLe burial place of soue of the 
Pittsburgh Blues who took part in the siege fighting. In recent years the 
State of Ohio has erected a lofty monwient at the fort to cormetiorate the 
place and there is also a suitable carker at the burial place of the Blues. 


During the 1890's Toledo was the home port of several excursion steaners 
and it was possible then to go to spend an enjoyable day in so.ie nearby resort 
at small expense. The "PASTIME", an old Mississippi River craft, took passen- 
' gers to Presque Isle on Mauuee Bay where there was an aiiusenent park; it is now the 
Site of the B. & 0. coal docks. The "C. B. WALLACE", a small steanboat, plied 
between Toledo and Monroe Piers, Michigan. The "CITY OF TOLEDO" went to Put- 
in-Bay and Sandusky; and other large steaters on the D. & C. Line served Detroit 
and points on the upper lakes. In addition to these craft other siiall steaners 
plied up and down the Mauiee. It was possible to go almost anywhere on the 
water. Travel was cheap and many tines on weekends Earl and I would go on an 
excursion to Put in-Bay. At the present tite a lake steamer is a rarity and 
a cruise on one a notable event. ‘The business was first "scotcled" by the 
interurban electric railway, then killed by the automobile and bus. In those 
days I liked to loaf about the docks to See the boats cole in, to view the 
river traffic and perchance on rare occasions to see a subiuiarine diver at work 
or a giant piledriver constructing a new dock. There were tlany tugboats to be 
seen then some naiies of whick I recall: tke "BAD BOY", the "MULINIX" and the 
"S. C. SCHENCK". The first two nated were snall and "sassy" and the last, 
heavy and powerful. One of ty boyish acbitions was to be a diver or sailor; 
to be able to go to faroff places and to explore the world. One day I was 
leafing at the Adams Street dock and in leaning over the water ny old watch 
‘Slipped out of ny pocket and was lost in the river. 


The head cook at the Madison was Rudy Hunzinger and the Lousekeeper, Agnes 
McNauiara. During 1895 theshotel got competition when the new Monticello Hotel, 
erected by the Ashley interests, opened to the public at Jefferson and Michigan 
Streets. Several of the Madison's euployees quit and went: over to the new 
place, including the elevator boy, Robert Clhapuan, with whom at a later tine 
I worked in the Milner departrent store. I continued. at the Madison until the 
summer of 1896 when hearing that my old friend, Roll Lebold, was working at 
tle Boody House and that I could get a job there, I resifned. On iy departure 
Mr. Sectt kinély wrote te a recctu:endation stating thet I had served as eleve- 
tor boy and assistant in the office and that in each place "le has given 
satisfaction". I went cver te the Beody and applied tc Mr. Mahlon M. King, 
the chief clerk, for eiploy:z:ent. I was engaged as bellboy and next day 
Started in un uy new work in tue largest hctel in Toledo. 

Life at the Bucdy House 


The Hotel Boody was built in 1872 and was naiied after cne Azariali Bocdy, 
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a capitalist wlo was active in the building of the Toledo, Wabash & Western 

R. R. to Toledo; the naiie now shortened to Wabash. The hotel was at the cor- 
ner of Madison and St. Clair Streets, across froi the olc Post Office building. 
The hotel had five stories, witkL entrances on both Madison and St. Clair. 

At the tile of ty euploynent Ferdinand Welch was landlord; Mahlon King, Sirion 
Grischott and Chris Greiner, clerks; and Roll Lebold "key clerk". There were 
two crews of bellboys: six in each crew. The hours of duty were the Sale as 
at the Burnett, 12 hours one day and 6 the next. TLe character of our duties 
was much the sae as the Burnett but we were wuch busier. There was always a 
crowd in tke lobby and a great deal of activity--guests continually arriving 
and departinw. The elevator (with which I was to becove acquainted a little 
later) was at the Madison St. end of the lobby; it was of the hydraulic 
variety. Right beside the elevator was a stall alcove with SLairs and a table 
and on one of the walls Lung a large painted portrait of Azariah Boody. Front- 
ing on both Madison and St. Clair Streets were stores and shops: on Madison 
San T. Fisk's Ticket Office and a similar one conducted by Willian Gates; at 
the corner was The Boody House Drug Store, otherwise called "Wests*®. Old Wn. 
Gates was always seen with a cigar in hés nouth but he never lighted then, 
preferring to "smoke" thei dry. On St. Clair Street was the Boody House 

_ barber shop, always well patronized, with entrances both froi the street and 
the hotel lobby. The helps' sleeping roois were on the fifth floor except 
that the doruiitory of the boys was on the seccnd; situated, however, right 
over the kitchen on the alley side of the building. The censequence was, 

that in summertine the heat was terrible and sleep difficult. I overcaue this 
Situation by going Louie to sleep. The ei:ployees' dining room was in the base- 
kent anc was presided over by old Annie, a uiotherly Irish woman who, learning 
of ry fondness for pie, used to slip te an extra piece now and then. The 
head porter was old Bill Halloran, universally known as "Bill, the Porter". 
His assistant was Pat Collins. Bill used tc call the trains when the bus was 
ready to take passengers to the Unisn Depot: "Going west over the Wabash! All 
aboard for the Union Station!" Horsedrawn ounibuses fro tiie Toledo Transfer 
Co. transported incoming and departing guests. 


The Boody Lad popular features in the way of tle bar and billiard roon, 
beth on tLe alley side. The dining rocm on the second flovr was noted far and 
wide fer the excellence of its cuisine. It was presided over by Ed. Walton, 

_ efficient head waiter, whose crew of cclored waiters was "top notch". The 
food of the kotel Lelp was very much better than*at the Burnett and often in- 
cluded a dessert. The Boocy had its own pewer plant in the baser:ent. It con- 
sisted of a direct-connected engine and dynaio. I used often to gu there to 
visit the night engineer, John Youngpeter, and to see the i.ccLinery . The 
news and cigar stand in the lobby was owned by Frank Larkin with: assistant, 
Williaw. Gcner, who succeeded tc the business on the death of Mr. Lakin soie 
years later. The stand continued in business until the final closing of the 
hotel in 1928 to wake roi fur the erecticn of the new 23-stcry Ohio Bank 
Building. The Bocdy billiard ro-i: was in charge uf Tim Doyle. 


While e:ployed at the Boody on uy free tite I used to go hone to visit 
the fa.ily and now and then tovuk advantage of tle opportunity offered to go 
to shows and on boat excursions to Detrcit, Monroe Piers, Put-in-Bay and Uedar 
Point. The Casino, an mtusetient park on Mawiee Bay, had recently opened. It 
had a theatre in connection located in a large frane Structure built on piling 
over the water. Here also were the beer halls and eating places. Access to 
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the Casino grounds was by electric railway line frou: the city, the entire 
enterprise being a side-line tu the transportation systen, the Tcledo Rail- 
ways & Light Coupany. It was a very pcepular place of a_userient. 


During the presidential ca:paign of 1896 vurious notables tisited 
Toledo, lost of tle. putting up at the Bovdy. This, it will be recalled, waa 
tlie McKinley-Bryan cat.paign wren there was much talk of "Free Silver" and "Pro- 
tective Tariff". The "Boy Orator of the Platte" (Bryan) had landed the Deio- 
cratic nomination through his foi.cus "Cress of Gold" speech at the Chicago ccn- 
vention and had swept the delegates off their feet; there was then selected a 
new prophet to lead tue Deuocratic hosts to victory on the bandwagon of Free 
Silver. Thus it ca:e about that Willia:: Jennings Bryan was marked down for a 
political speech in Toledo on the evening of Oct. 19, 1896, to address tle 
pcepulace from a large woud platform. erected on the Madison Street side of the 
new Central High School building. On the afternocn of that day the prophet 
duly arrived, was viet at the Union Station by sone of the cohorts and escorted 
to the Boody House. He entered the lobby, proceeded to the elevator and was 
hoisted to his flocr by the then cperator--wh»o was--ycu have guessed it!) 
nene other than your narrator. This:isthe first time that I ever stccd so close 
to a presidential aspirant. On another occasion, a national Grand Arty en- 
carnipiient held in Toledo, Gen.Daniel E. Sickles, who had lust a leg at Gettys- 
burg, was a guest at tle Boudy and I had the honor cf taking him up in ity 
elevatcr. Gen. Sickles had attained prominence before the Civil War through 
having been involved in an affray in Weshington wherein he shot and killed a 
nan who had nisled his wife. 


During the sumer of 1896 i1-y father, Aunt Lill Skertian; Tene Sherman, her 
sister-in-law, and the latter's niece, Lillian Vright, of Chicago, catie to 
Toledo to spend the day. My bess, Mr. King, kindly let ne off for the afternocn, 
so I had the pleasure of accompanying the party on a holiday trip to Lake Erie 
Park and Casino. We had a picnic dinner and ~y partner for the day was the 
fair Lillian. After this tine we started a ccrrespondence tLat lasted for 
more than two years. I worked for about six months at the Bocdy when, hearing 
of a job cpen at Milner's departiient store, I applied to Mr. E. S. Chittenden 
and was hired at a salary of $3.50 per week and was assigned to the rear 
elevator, a small hydraulic lift with lever control. My duties were tc take 
custoners to the upper flocrs. I worked 9 hours per day and until 9:00p: on 
Saturdays. Bob Chapuan, a friend who formerly worked with me at the Madison, 
lad charge of the store's gther elevator. I worked with the Milner store for 
about two 1onths when I returned to the Boody wkere I got the job of running 
the elevator. This was nuch better than bell work and I felt better satisfied. 
My pay was $10. per nonth and board. 


About this tine Geo. H. Ketchai was building a new business block and 
theatre at Adaus and St. Clair Streets called the Valentine. When the theatre 
was Coliplsted the first engagement was that of the noted actcr, Joseph Jefferson 
in the play "Rip Van Winkle". The prices ranged from 50¢ up. "Up" in this case 
did not mean very nuch to ny brother Earl and myself in cur plan to attend the 
opening performance, as we had only 50¢ for a seat, so did not inquire into 
the more expensive admissions. At 7:30pm we went to the alley entrance and 
nounting tc the upper gallery, saw not only a fine new playhouse but also the 
fanous conedian. All our fondest expectations were fulfilled: the play was 
good, one of the best, and the theatre one of tle finest in the country. A 
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few weeks later we went again to the Valentine to hear the fared orator, 
Robert G. Ingersoll; and from time to time as we could afford it we saw sone 
fine plays there. 


In the office part of the building Johnny Velker, a good friend of nine, 
was elevator boy. I used often to visit hin here during my afternoons off 
duty as I did later when he had a similar position in the old St. Clair Bldg. 
on St. Clair Street which is now the Cormerce Bldg. Another elevator boy 
at the Valentine was Robert Kreuch. At that titie there used to frequent the 
Valentine a queer character known as "Booth" fror his habit of aping the 
great tragedian, Edwin Booth. He was of course a little cracked although 
entirely harmless. Johnny used to ask him: "Well, Booth, how's the theatre 
these days?" Booth would then strike an attitude and declaim his answer in 
heavy, theatrical style: "Egad, varlet, thinkest thou to cast reflections on 
the drana? Gadzooks, 'twere never better!" We always got a gocd laugh out 
of this performance and "Booth" seeied to enjoy it, too. Many years after 
these events I becaize acquainted with Johnny's nother and sister Lillian who 
lived on West Grove Place, formerly known as Urbana Street, in Toledo. She 
is now Mrs. Claude Cole, of Cleveland, Ohio. 


A familiar figure cn Toledo's streets in the 1890's was old "Fatty Lemon" 

a Lountain of a man, a junk gatherer, who used to ride a one-horse wagon 
sitting on one end of the seat which sagged low fron his weight. One wonders 
where he found rowm for his junk, Another peculiar sight was Ezra Sain, a 
snall-sized cripple who used to drive about the sidewalks a tea: of goats 
harnessed to a little wagon. These were tearie, in true horse style and so 
well trained that Ezra could go anywhere with them. One day ny fahter was 
aining to catch a train for Carrsthers, Ohio and rode his bicycle over the 
Cherry Street bridge to the East Side Pennsylvania crossing where local 
trains would stop for paisengers. On this day he was somewhat late as usual 
and the train was just pulling away as he rode up to it. He jumped off his 
wheel and succeeded in catching thé handhcld on the last car as he abandoned 
his bicycle. When he got to Carrothers he wrote ne a postal card instructing 
me to go over to Ezra Sain's news stand at the R.R. crossing to recover his 
mo urnt.- Father Edward Hannin was pastor of St. Patricks Church on "Irish 
Hill" and leader of his people settled on a hill around the church. The 
place got its name frou the fact that many Irish workers on the canal ‘livée . 
there after the big ditch was dug. This was along Avondale Avenue, forner- 
ly known as Forrer Street, so natied in honor of Sanuel Forrer, chief engineer 
in charge of the construction of the Miani & Erie Canal. During the old days 
the Irish are said to have been a turbulent lot but it took Father Hannin to 
control then and tc educate their children, for here he established a church 
and a schoul. Many a tine have I seen the good father walking dovwm Fifteenth 
Street with his wibrella and old linen duster. This was in 1901 soon after 
we lioved onto Indiana Avenue, not far frot: St. } Patricks. 


Hore Conditions 


At this point I will revert to the doings of the fanily at horie. In 
the spring uf 1895 they moved fron the Bancroft Street location to a house at 
Baker and Walnut Streets owned by the Olrich family. This as before was half 
of a double house and its location was quite near to the Youngs Drug Stsre 
where Oscar Myers was ex.ployed. He had reuained with us for several years 
until his marriage. The vicissitudes of iy fatler's fortunes in the publish- 


61 


SHios Whi 


enmtct %o 
eWOti. £8 


“Totsxo bovet edt asex of suttneleY elt of néieas tuew.sw totat eileen wet 


ew +i brotie bluoo ew as said of emt? stot? bas pilecrsnl. 9B) tredek 
.otends eyelq entt 


busi) boog a ,cetlsV¥ yandolt gaiffitud. edd To. tisg eottto edf al 


Vto eanoonredgte it yatwhb owed uid siety oF aetto Been i .yod sotsvele ssw 
s5f£8 cinfO .4@ blo esd ot nolttivog wiinte » bad oc wedw tetel bib Des ytd 


Yew © 


art 
Biia 


Svoutia Sexost 


: be en 
neupaxrt #) 


toduvels tedéenh .gitG eoreniwd off worm at dofdw teers® vied .t220 
$ boty ovedt omit tedt yA .dowsta deedoH ean enistnele® edt ta 

gniqa to tidedt att uort “diced” es owomd mes oated> tecup 8 episnefev 
co LIL Bs pewos to cow oH. .Biood piwhh ,astbegagt teerg 

t ade elwoth .dvood  ifew’ :abd dep of Bae Yoadol .eselmren Gletisas 


t 
one ereh areldeh bos obusistea me olistde medd bisow Moot "faygeb svedt 
‘too lles Sego od} godt teerlntdé .tofape bese sefyte leolsrteeds ,yveed 


Iya gust boon £ Jog evawia SW "ltettod seven etewh!’ ,atooshed -Taamtb) eng 


ries es 
4 vi a4/ 


foeys. 


etasy: vires ..003 pth yoiae oF house “Avooud" hrs sanaztolteg zidt to 
[{rJ ~oteis hoe tectem a’yandot ddlw beiatespos ocwoed 1 ataeve ousd? 


aio vohefo? mi .dvewse. sisda ee awond vfroortot. .svelf evow teoW Bp bevel 


"SObketsa I 


-ofdG ,basls velo to -(efod ebusid. .aail woa et 


’ 


tag" bfo asw e'OP8f ant of ateatse 3'obofo? ao ombgrt wiliase A 


1ugh eeTer-ano A ebitt ot boey. ofw ,totetten dogg eo cea oe to ahetowodt Bs 
tobsow ca .diisiow aid cort wol begase, cotiw tees edt To. bre eso megnitéte 
8 ,fisd ast cow ddgie wifeoag wadtonA dav, eid tot ror hbawok  eregu 
atmos to set « foifovebia ear duods evivh of fear odw ofiqrro bebke-Lleme 

of fos olydeaveerot curd ni pacest Stew oaslT ,cogaw ofItil 8 oF Begecatad 
wo tdddet wi veh efO “.obds oi fw eredwens of bined eatst Teds bemgert I Lew 

att tavo eloydid sid obot Sas off0 ,eredierre) tot mist e cotao eeaninis 
favnt etoilw yataeoro slwviyeore) ebte dead, slb- ot exbiud. toouge yar]|do 

fayey 25 o@oBL souweciosn cow of yeh obit 20° Jevogucuteg FOL aude Hinge anians 
; ko heqew, of .d1 of qu, ober ad ee Mews, sept Tau ( caw nfett giuit bas 
uobasds of es woo dastl sat no bLodbaad ‘edt enidotes of bebessoun fae Loodw 
ured jnai Biko Lateod # 64 siotw of exsddorted) cr sex on nedt . Lome id aid 
i tevooet ot aciedor whet out ds paste anem eased sigt of revo gH oF) Oo 
ri" oo doawdd aploiatey «98 to tovesy acy atnaeh Prawhe tects .: tn om 

IT Vwdoagelo off bDowote Lftd 6 go boitfee siqosg eid to sobeel Bie "LOL 

Ta 3158 ig fo eicdtiw derel yoo tadd toet out cot onan ett dey voale 

1 ,SsnevA oleboovA ueols epy ail?  .gob eaw deotkbh gid eco teeRe. steds 
necninase Teilo .detTol fsunee to tomes Hecws 1. deans Ter1w~{ ap mood yl. 
aysh blo etx mnimutl .fone) sith 2 etait ond 26 moisopitenco edd to. ggusdo of 
aigusl vetted dood te tod Jol vasivdudd 8 nosed sved of fioe oa Mehl onde 
ufo » badatidsyes of ered tot .nethlide tied etessbo oF hn cont Lortaes 
inoSttil awefy saidiaw seddsl boon oi. aede 1 evad onis es YosM . luedoe 8 bas 


ol 
3B seron 
Tish eae 

A So 

BLAOY 
~1ie L Lit 


nue LOCL ai apy etcaT .nedeuh cenkl bf. S28 aflordia etd tite to01s2 


cdolitet! 22 or? deb tow ,sunevA ansibal voted Bevow ew 


emote boa) gagcth 


enol te y Li wh eft to epeteb edd, ot trovem fftw I taboq eddie: 
e Wt gordgsool teo1s2 Siotoned adt imal boven: yes ORBL to gmitae olf 
ented as aid? .ydbows rotaloedt yo hoowweteett? sunisw Bae 
wel opaueY add o¢ tao etinp eow moideool ati Des ean 2 Leh 
isroves ‘tol su ddiw bomkssen bad of .heyedlq.sc 2av ereyl 
ojy af eonwdiot e'roidisl yi To eebetiesfotv ott Jags ittent- 


{ds 


Anne 5 


ing business and tle redical profession, his lack of a steady and adequate 
incone and his frequent absences frou: home, ccupled with the arducus work in 
providing not only for her cwn fa.ily but also fcr the frequent and nwerous 
visitors and patients, finally broke ny nuother's spirit to the extent that she 
determined that as soon as the tine should be ripe, she would sever the Lar- 
riage tie and seek a divorce. This resclve, however, catie on only gradually 
and did not cane to pass until the suaier of 1896 when we were living in a 
house on Frederick Street cwned by cne Lagrinski. At this tinue and since the 
summer of 1894 ny older brothers and r:yself had been self supporting; turned 
in all our earnings to our other, but in spite of this and the snall incone 
from boarders it was often necessary for our mother to seek work cutside the 
tone. Oscar Myers had iarried prior to our reuoval to the house on Frederick 
Street and a new boarder succeeding hin was Albert Whitney who after his 
narriage in 1896 t. our Aunt Ella, went to live on Lagrange Street near -- 
Chatiplain. This left cur mother and younger brother, Will, alone and during 
this summer, 1896, she filed suit for and was granted a divorce on the grounds 
of non support. Prior to this tine ny father had left Toledo on an eastern 
trip at the conclusion of which he went to stay texaporarily with Dr. Henry 

N. Bowen, then a practicing physician in Nerth Fairfield, Ohio. Earl soon 
went to stay with Lin, as his health was in a decline. Ernest wes working that 
year as elevator boy at the Madison Hotel while I was at the Boody House. 


During the fall of this year our nother noved to the third floor of a flat 
at 1413 Adams Street where the rent was low enough to insure her being able to 
pay it from the proceeds of what work she cculd find to do. After the breakup 
of the fauily she first tried buck selling, then did housework for various 
fummilies and finally got steady employment as au ecffee packer in the will of 
the Woolson Spice Co..pany at Supericr and Jacksin Streets. This work although 
arduous, paid fair wages and together with what a:cunts we boys could give her, 
sufficed te support both her aud cur younger brother until the tiie should 
arrive when sore of us would be earning enoughtc ake unnecessary her work 
outside the home. Will during his boyhood reuained with cur 1:other while we 
olaer boys were away. He early learned tu make his way abcut the city and was 
clever in finding oppcertunities vf earning aiall ancunts cf money from various 
odd jcbs. After the re.wval to the Adars Street address both Ernest and I 
would go there tc sleep after the copleticn cf our tours of duty at the 
hotels. Our new Louie was in the Flcrence Flats where we occupied half of the 
third floor, the other hal? basing used by the owner of the building as a store- 
rocii. Our rent was but Yls=per month and our cnly conveniences running water 
and a sink in the kitchen. We had four roctis including the kitchen, from which 
a bvard walk led over the second story roof tc the grcund at the back. The 
place was hot in the suitiertine but had the advantage of being close tc the 
downtown section of the city. 


A Future Develops 


When cur father left Toledo in 1896 it was with the promise and assurance 
to us beys that he would not forget us and would do all in his power to help 
in furthering our education. He had gone te New York City cn a business trip 
and on Lis return to Ohio, as before stated, had gune tc stay temporarily with 
Dr. Bowon at North Fairfield until such tine as he had located a place suitable 
for again Opening up a doctor's office. Within a short tine he decided to 
re-enter the practice of medicine at Chicago Junction, Ohio, (now Willard) 
and in furtherance of this object rented a sual] house to live in and a roor. 
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in a business block for an office. It was arranged by him that Aunt 

Ella, Mr. Whitney, himself and Farl should live together, Aunt Ella keeping 
house; consequently, in October, 1896, he removed to the new home and Farl 
whose health continued poor, went to Stay with him so that he could be under 
close medical care. Earl wrote me many létters giving me news of the folks 
and progress of events. My father although moderately successful there 

was not satisfied with his progress in Chicago Junction, so decided to return 
to Attica to resume the life interupted some five years before when he moved 
his family to Toledo. He felt confident that he would be successful in re- 
covering at least a part of the wide medical practice he enjoyed before;. 
and so in December of 1896 he removed to Attica, rented an office and board- 
ed at the Ringle House. In a letter dated Dec. 19, 1896, Earl wrote me: 


"I am now in Attica after a short stay at Leonard's. I have 
Seen &@ number of the old boys and schoolmates. The town is the 
same old Attica. At present we shall move over Pitcher's barber 
shop on E. Tiffin St. but it is very dilapidated and we shall 
not keep it long. I am in a dilemma: can you send me the fare 
one way to Toledo, $2.00, then I can be there a few days before 
Christmas. The weather here is very cold and snowy." 


Earl spent the holidays with our mother and me in Toledo. On Jan. 6, 
1897, he again wrote me from Attica: 


"We arrived here, Compton Carpenter and I, he whom I met on 
the train leaving Toledo, after a very comfortable homeward 
trip. He reported a very pleasant visit with his uncle, Ex- 
Judge Lemmon who you know is a resident on Collingwood Ave. The 
Judge is growing old and does not venture about much. We haa some 
difficulty in making connections at Bellevue, nearly missing our 
train as a result of trying to carry Comp's old looking glass and 
my tin brick. (The glass was an antiquated mirror given Comp 
by Judge Lemmon.) As we were unable. to master so heavy a burden 
we were compelled to hire assistance in the form o. a young lad 
and by so doing safely completed our task. 

We have a very cozy office, admitting plenty of light and 
kept pleasant and comfortable by a stove of an exceptional heat-~- 
ing capacity. Business is Slowly but stirely drifting our way, 
Thus we are in no “manner given to despondency nor doomed to dis- 
appointment. We have excellent board at the Ringle House." 


As the year 1897 progressed and conditions with ourfather in Attica con- 
tinued to improve, he decided that the time was ripe to propose tc ne that I 
come there and enter High School to resume the education that had been aban- 
doned when I went to work in Toledo in 1894. Earl wrote me in August urging 
that I come; consequently, near the end of the month I resigned my position 
and prepared to leave the city. In this resolve I was heartily encouraged 
by my mother who wished me to go back to school; and as she then had steady 
work and assured me that she and Will would be all right, I eagerly looked 
forward to the life about to open. 


High School 


I arrived in the old home town at the end of August, 1897. I had been 
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absent as a resident for more than six years, with ny last visit three years 
before, and on ny return the town looked good. I was pleased to again meet 

- Old friends and relatives. I went up to the schoolhouse and had a talk with 
the superintendent, Mr. R. J. Kiefer, who decided that I was far enough ad-= 
vanced in my studies to warrant my being placed in the sophomore class. He 
felt too that I might be able to complete the four year' high school work in 
three if I would teke each year one or two extra subjects. This I decided 

to do and when the school session for 1897-98 opened in early September I 
took my place in the sophomore class. I was indeed glad to ve back in school, 
the more so in that for the past three years I had been a student in the 
“school of hard knocks"; and being old enough now to realize the value of 

& good education, entered my school work with zeal and felt that I should 
easily be able to complete the course outlined for me for the next three years. 
Here a word as to classmates: 


In the sophomore class were: Mary I. Hearson, Iola Hamilton, R. T. Schaaf, 
Ernest L. Wolff, J. Wesley Bower and myself. 
In other classes in high school were: 


Ernest Kaufman Roy Lebold C. Earl McClelland 
Harley Nesbit Mina Heabler Charles Carpenter 
Grace Friedley Hazel Buell Imma Mann 

Rose Mann Forest Kinmel Eva Schottler 
Bess Lowe Artford Carson Josie Mundwiler 
Haidee Mundwiler Carl Carpenter Albert Uhle 

Pearl Hoghe Harold Ford Maude Wise 

Zora Klair Nellie Meyers *Ekdith Work 
Nellie Hawk Mamie Hall Ennaa Croxton 
Rolla Walker Willis Seavolt Merritt Schottler 
Roe Stevenson Orv Heabler Daisy Currier 
Ward McClelland ° Emma Uhle Bertha Force 


(* First casualty of World War I. Was in first contingent of Red Cross nurses 
going to France; killed on transport by practice shot. Was married to Way- 
land Ayres.) 


School work was interesting and pleasant. Our principal was J. Ross 
Huffman. Some high school classes were taught by the superintendent, Mr. 
Kiefer. The high school occupied the third story of the building, the former 
"School Hall". During ny first year we had a review of the common branches 
with stress laid on grammar, rhetoricals, principally debates, etc. We were 
required to participate when assigned on either the affirmative or the negative 
Side, as the case might be, and to prepare a paper to be read. On the conclu- 
Sion of the debate he was declared winner who received the most votes of the 
class as having presented the best argunent. Grammar and sentence construc-~ 
tion were harmered into us by parsing and diagratming to present to us a 
visual picture of the various words in their relation one to another. 


At weekends there was much social activity among the high school pupils. 
Often parties were held which were largely attended. One such gathering I 
recall during the fall of 1897. We received an invitation in doggerel rhyne 
as follows: 


"Most cordially, dear friend, an invitation we now extend 
That you with the Senior Class meet at the home of Maude Wise 
On W. Tiffin Street. 
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Good vkings to eat the girls will cook, while the boys must bring 
their pocketbook. 
This invitation we kindly extend and hope 4 helping hand you'll lend; 
So do not let Saturday evening pass without meeting the Senior Class." 


When the appointed night arrived there was a large gathering of young 
folks at the home of Maude Wise. The general idea was, that each girl was to 
prepare an attractive box lunch and these in due course were sold anonymously 
to the boys; and whichever box it was your fortune to get, the girl who pre- 
pared it became your partner for the evening. On this occasion it turned out 
that I bought the box of Hazel Buell, a popular girl of Attica who lived 
there with her grandparents. There was much that was enjoyable in this event 
to me who had for so long been absentfrom social activity anong young people. 
Maude Wise sone years later was married to Roy Rogers, of Republic, Ohio, 
and efter her husband's death was employed for a time in the Toledo Post 
Office, 


My father had located his office in the second floor front room of the 
old Lebold Drug Store building on North Main Street, just off the town square. 
He had three rooms: waiting room, consultation room and medicine room. The 
waiting room had 4 desk, chairs, a bookcase and a stove. This becane ny 
study room during the years of my schooling in Attica. My father was absent 
quite a bit of the time either on calls or other affairs and during such 
tines I acted as office boy, having my bocks there for preparation of ny 
lessons for the next day. The office was reached by @ narrow stairway. 
Across the hall was the office of Dr. A. W. Knight, a very fine gentleman and 
physician. At the time of which I write (1897) the drug store beneath us was 
conducted by J. Nelson Starr who had acquired ownership of the John Lebold 
Store some years previously. Mr. Starr was married to Edith Gates, daughter 
of Schuyler C. Gates and a popular ycung lady of the town. In connection 
with the old drug store I cannot refrain from recording an amusing episcde 
that took place there on a day in 1898. I had been sent down to get sone 
medicine and while it was being put up by the druggist I waited, as I often 
did, in the back room. While there one of Attica's prominent citizens, an 
erstwhile cripple who walked with two canes, entered, laid aside his walking 
aids and proceeded in a direct line without hesitation to a bottle on the 
_druggist's shelf that contained some sort cf ardent spitits. After helping 
himself to a generous snifter, Mr. Citizen laid down on the Shelf beside the 
bottle 15 cents, took up hia canes, assumed his customary limp and proceeded 
forth onto the street, no doubt feeling better after his brief communicn 
with the. "spirits". 


Life in the Old Town _ 


Saturday evenings were tines of great activity in cld Attica. On that 
night the farmers for miles around cane into town to 4o their weekly shopping, 
or "trading", as they called it. They usually brought along the whole fanily. 
It was a tine for meeting and reunion for the country folk. Stores were 
operating full blast and every hitching rail in the business section was 
occupied by @ horse rig. Groups of young people, girls in crowds, sonmetines 
girls and boys together, paraded up and down the streets uptown, passing back 
and forth, chaffing, laughing and having a general "egocd time". There was a 
vast consumption of peanuts of the variety with shells on; and tc view the 
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Sidewalks outside the stores on Sunday mornings, as I often did, made one 
wonder just how many bushels of the toothsome nut were consumed the night 
before. This was the time for the business man or his clerk to make a trip 
to the store before church time in order to clean up his sidewalk. On Sat- 
urday nights school friends of mine used to gather on the street at the foot 
of the stairway leading to my Dad's office or loafed on the stairs. Sometimes 
the boys if my father was out came into the office to loaf awhile. 


Albert (Al.) Hall's and Ea. Pitcher's barber shops had their full measure 
of patronage on Saturday nights, the citizens and farmers "Cleaning up" for the 
following Sabbath. In those days the business men, regular customers of the 
shops, each had his own private shaving mug, ususlly lettered with his name 
and embellished with some pictured emblem of his craft. Safety razors had not 
come into use and the offices of the barber were much in demand. Al's shop 
was on the second floor of George Sherman's harness shop and had three chairs, 
all busy on Saturday nights. Ollie Kent worked here. Here were the hevitable 
checker and croquirole boards and file of the "Pclice Gazette" to enable wait- 
ing customers tc agreeably pass the time until their turn came. The Gazette 
was backed by a split stick to enable readers to easily hold it while regaling 
themselves with the pictures there shown of the latest popular prizefighter 
or actress. Wondering yokels here gazed upon the charms of beefy females 
with wide hips and busts, dressed in tights--the ultimate in daring! There 
was a good deal of loafing in Al's shop; it was a place of meeting and gossip 
for the males of the community. Contrary to the popular belief that every 
old-time barber shop had its singing quartette, I never saw or heard one here. 
Back in the 1890's the price of a shave was 10 cents and of a haircut 15 cents. 
In the summertime small boys of the town used to have the barber Shingle off 
all their hair, prison style; and when the "pompadour" cane into vogue the 
barber c¥t off the hair at the back but left about an inch in front to be. 
brushed straight up, sloping to the rear. To.do this he used a rotary brush 
that in operation felt as if it were about to remove one's scalp. 


In the autumn of 1897 after my arrival fron Toledo my father arranged for 
me to get my meals at the Gibson House on High Street next to the Methodist 
Church. Later he had ne board at the Ringle House, where we both slept. After 
a few weeks I started to take ny meals with my Aunt Lillie Sherman on Fast 
Tiffin Strest where her fanily lived in the house we formerly occupied. This 
arrangement was in effect ugtil the time of my father's secund arriage in 
June, 1898, to Miss Maude Endslow, of New Washington, Ohio, daughter of T. B. 
Endslow, a miller of that place. After this event I went to live with my 
father and step-mother in the Brant house on North Mein Street. This proved 
a very satisfactory home for me for the next two or three years. The Shermans 
had two children, Harry B. and George, my cousins. Harry was born in the old 
Beck house on West Tiffin Street and George in our old home place. Both 
renain residents cf Attica. 


In 1699 my father rented the Steigneyer house in the business district next 
to the Post Office, where he continued to reside until his removal to Chicago 
Junction (now Willard, Ohio) in 1905. At this point it might be remarked that 
I had remained strictly loyal to both my parents; their marital troubles were 
regretted but accepted as something that had cone to pass. In the sane spirit 
I regarded ny father's second marriage. Selfishly, from the standpoint cof 
confort to me, I was in favor of it; it meant nore security for me and a 
Steadier life for my parent. And to this I will add that’Maude Endslow was 
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in every respect a lady and a good .’ housekeeper. One night during the 
winter of 1899 my father had a night call and after his departure Maude 
happened to glance through the front window and saw what appeared to 

be burglars operating across the street in George Hamilton's shoe store. 
She called me in alarm and together we watched the prowlers at work for 
sone time. They would light matches and lock onto the shelves, apparently 
searching for their shoe size. As socn as ny father returned he was told 
of the burglary and immediutely summoned the town marshall; they easily 
tracked the burglars by footprints in the snow which led down to the 
Short Line railroad tracks, thence to Siem and right up to a certain 
freight car door. As they approached a figure jumped out and hot-footed 
it across a field. My Dad in pursuit pointed a tin pill box at the flee- 
ing man and yelled: "Halt or I'll shoot!". This stopped him, he was 
secured, brought in to the village calaboose and in due tine taken to 
the county jail at Tiffin. Strange to say, the prisoner, an undersized. 
negro, had on his feet when arrested a brand new pair of shoes. 


The oldtine beer saloons of Attica did a roaring business on Satur- 
days. The rougher element among the masculine*ornaments of society after 
a week of hard work made a night of it. There was a vast consumption 
of Hubach's beer from Tiffin and of Crystal Rock from Sandusky. The 
card players were there in force. Most saloons of the day had a lunch 
room in connection where one could regale himself with plain cheese or 
linburger with rye bredd. The "festivities" were kept up until nidnight 
when, per village ordinance, the saloons hed to clcse their doors. 
Philip Buhlman had his beer salocn on South Main Street near the Opera 
House. He was an old German fron down Bucyrus way, had a limp when. 
walking and spoke a s somewhat mixed dialect of English and German. He 
used tc have a free lunch of crackers but supplied cheese only when you 
asked for it; in which case he would inquire: "Kaufter?". He wanted to 
be sure you were koing to buy sonething. Philip used te give a bite cf 
cheese with the sale of a bottle of beer but not on weekends when, being 
busy waiting on trade on Saturday nights, he would answer requests of 
"O, Philip, give us a bite!" with 


"No bites nit bottles on Sattidays!" 


Often on weekends through the summer and fall some function would 
be on in the Opera House. “Many times dances were held there, most of 
them open to the public, when round and square dancing would be in order. 
Fron! time to time there would be a private affair arranged by the young 
people of the school or others of the town. These proved very popular. 
It was at one of the public dances at the Opera House in 1898 that I 
learned to dance the waltz and the quadrille. Aunt Lill Sherman was 
my teacher and nentor until I had learned enough about the gentle art of 
Terpsichore to go it alone. Ancther frequent partner at that period was 
my cousin by marriage, Luella McLean, of Pittsburgh, who had come out 
fron the Smoky City to work in the Sileox home in Attica. What a thrill 
to the novice to mix in society and listen to the strains of Clint 
Pitcher's dance orchestra. Clint was the founder and leader of Pitcher's 
Cornet Band, justly famous for excellence of performance and length of 
existence. This orchestra was much in demand for dances in and around 
the town. One time at a masquerade dance in the Opera Hcuse I dressed 
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myself in a suit of clothes completely covered with tin buttons sewed on 

in the manner cf the London East End Costermongers. I had found the dises 
in Stranalsr's tinshopy aump pile and Sibby Green, the tinrer, nad given me 
ei] IT wented. Li only remained fo> me to take an avl and purehtwo boles 

in the discs to make buttons of them, then to get Aunt Lill to sew them onto 
an old suit. My facial disguise was a mask of Mephistopheles, or the devil, 
in the play of that name. My whole head and neck excepting the ears were 
covered with a tight-fitting hood of bright red flannel tipped with a 
rooster's long tail feather. Everybody of course tried to pull ot, the 
reatper, but anticipating this + hud extra stitches put in to secsre it 
against just susn an emergency. Tae nignt wes a great success, the climax 
coining whan everybody on signal unmesxed. 


After my return to Attica my brother Earl had géne to live with the 
Leonards. His health was very poor. I often drove out with my father to see 
him. I made such a visit late in December of 1897, just prior to going to 
Toledo to spend the holidays with my mother. Farl was quite ill. When it 
came time for me to leave Crandia Leonard accompanied me to the door and told 
me he thought Earl would not te wiih us long. I went to Toledo and had an 
enjoyable visit with my mother and brother Will in the old Adams Street flat, 
with a chicken dinner with all the trimmings on Christmas Day. On December 
2€th we received a telegram telling us that Earl had'died. We went to Attica 
where Mother was invited to stay in the home cof Chris and Tene Sherman during 
the period of burial. The funeral was held from the Leonard home on December 
30th and in the bitter cold of that day we drove the 25 Miles to Attica where 
we laid my brother to rest in the village cemetery. Earl was hardly 19 years 
old, had a brilliant mind, was widely read and very ambitious. He was an 
expert pennan from the age of 15 and his inclinations had he lived to me 
pointed to a literary career. It is a remarkable fact that my brother died 
in the very room in which he was born. After the funeral my mother and Will 
returned to Toledo. I stayed on in Attica to resume my schooling. 


A remembered friend of those days is Otto Wolfert, son of Fred Wolfert, 
a nillwright and former resident of Tiffin. Otto was going to school and 
was working part time in Ld. Pitcher's barber shop. He had a sister Crissie 
who worked in Sherman's tailor shop and an older sister, Etta, Mrs. Geo.Fink. 
fmong my close friends were: Sheridan (Hade) Heabler, Ernest Kaufman, Wesley 
, Bower, Charley Carpenter arm Forest Kimmel, familiarly known es "Fobby". 
Hade was clerking in Sam Kaufman's jewelry store and the rest of us were in 
school. Ernest was the son of Emanuel M. and Maria (Cory) Kaufman and lived 
on West Tiffin Street. He was an only child until the late 1690's when his 
sister Doris was vorn. Charley Carpenter ("Carp" to us) clerked in Starr's 
Grug store and lived with the Gates family. He had a girl in Tiffin and 
sometimes on Sunday evenings he would unlock the store and go in to Carbin's 
telephone booth in the rear to talk to her. (See chapter on The Telephone 
Exchange in Attica). Often he would be accompanied inside by one or two of 
us boys and while Carp was chinning with his lady love 18 miles away we 
would be exploring Starr's candy case. On one occasion while staying with 
his uncle Sam Carpenter on North Main Street, on a summer evening before 
dark Carp was required to drive a buggy to lead a cow out to Johnny Hoke's 
farm just east of town. Although I tried to persuade him to take the back 
way, he insisted as a joke on driving right through the main street at a very 
slow walk. 
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J. Wesley Bower came from Van Wert County with his brother Bert 
in 1897 to work for Lester Sutton Sr., the banker, as guard at the 
bank and as handyman at his home. During that period there was a series 
of robberies throughout northern Ohio involving some of the smaller 
banks and Mr. Sutton, deciding to take no chances, placed a fierce bull- 
dog and two guards in his establishment each night, one of whom was 
Frank Hawk. The local bank was not molested. 

Forest Kitmel ("Fobby") lived at Caroline, a mile south, and walked to 
school at Attica each day with the McClelland boys, Earl and Ward. He was 
fond of quoting Shakespeare, having a keen sense of humor in reclaiming 
some of the pithy sayings of the Bard of Avon. One day a group of us boys 


was loafing in front of the drug store near thé hitching rails but failed 

to notice a lady there who was trying to untie the strap with which her 
driving horse was fastened. Intent on their jokes, no young fellow moved 
to help her. It seems that an old lady who was standing near took in the 
Situation and scolded the young loafers for being so unchivalrous as to 
permit a lady to do a difficult task herself. As the situation seemed to 
demand action, she took it. Shortly after this episode I wrote off a little 
skit addressed to Fobby as the chief culprit in view of his worship of the 
classics, the first verse of which ran as follows: 


You can talk about the chivalry of old, 

You can praise the good old days, as poets say; 
You may mark the exploits of knights so bold 

And well you may, for 'tis not so today. 


Returning from a trip to New York City in 1897 my father had brought 
back with him two cameras, one a wooden box affair using dry plates of 4 x 5 
inch dimension. We began to experiment with this camera and soon found that 
we could make satisfactory pictures. Dry plates had come onto the market 
not long before and chemicals for development of the negatives could now be 
had. Printing paper was also on the market. The camera craze had started 
in Attica. I believe we had one of the first, if not the first, hand cam- 
era in the town. We had no tripod but made one. The Starr Drug Store laid 
in a stock of supplies and soon several other persons in Attica got in- 
terested in the hobby. Ernest (Gib) and I during the next summer set out to 
take pictures for other people in and around town; going direct to farmers! 
houses or barns to photograp® children or favorite stock. We had plenty of 
business; it was something new to have a photographer come to the home. The 
fad grew amazingly and during that summer it became evident to Gib and me 
that if we expected to do business we would have to have a workshop; and 
this we found in the upper part of the old frame building on East Tiffin 
Street that formerly housed Ed. Pitcher's barber shop. We fitted up a room 
with table, chairs and a sink for washing prints and were thus prepared to take 
gallery pictures as well as those én location". We were quite busy that 
summer and with my share of the profits I bought myself a bicycle, one of 
the new "safeties" named the Ideal which had G. & J. clincher tires and inner 
tubes. This made it easy for me to go about the country. 


The bicycle was just entering its period of wide popularity. Folk did 
not take kindly to the oldstyle high-wheeled cycles with their enormous front 
wheels and ever present danger of taking a "header". On the contrary, the 
new style cycles were much steadier and safer. They were being manufactured in 
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quantity and soon great numbers were being scld throughout the country. 
Attica had a goodly number and it was not long before the young pecple of town 
to ride over to neighboring places when the roads were good in the summer (began 
tins, One day of July, 1898, Ernest Kaufman and I commenced a ride we had 
projected for sone tine: to go from Attica to Toledo where I was to visit 

my mother and he to remain there overnight and to continue on next day to 
Adrian, Michigan, where lived his relatives, the Michener fanily. The Val- . 
entine Micheners had moved fron Attica to Adrian about the year 1889, Its 
Gost prominent uember is Earl C. Michener, the present Gongressian fron 

the Second Michigan District, who was first elected in November, 1918, as 

a Republican and has held office ever since with the exception of ons tern, 
the 73rd Congress, when he was a casualty of the New Deal. He, howaver, 
went back to Washington with the 74th Congress in January, 1935; and his 
career has the distinction of being the longest in point of service of any 
nenber of the present Congress. Attica should feel proud of this, her 
native son. Mrs. Michener is the former Belle Strandler, of Attica. 

Others of the Michener fanily,: brothers and sisters of Earl, are: Grace 
Michoner Leland, of Pittsburgh, Pa.; Adam Homer Michener, of Omaha, Nebr.; 
Alta Hope Michener Schreffler, Aghland, Ohio; Harry Valentine Michener, Los 
Angeles, Celif.; Mary Mildred Michener, of Cleveland, Ohio, and Lucille 
Bakur, Chicago, Ill. 


Ernest and I started out one warm norning north from Attica on the old 
Sandusky and Columbus turnpike, now State Rte. 4, toward Bellevue, At that 
period the pike was very much worn out and badly rutted. We had to ride along 
one track, then the other from side to side to aoid the holes. We passed 
though Reedtown where the old Chenberlain house our fanily once lived in 
* Stood silont and untenanted along the way. We continued on through Weavers 
Corners to Bellevue where we joined the old road westward officially known ag 
the Western Reserve and Maumee Road which was built in 1825 and is the oldest 
road in northern Ohio. It runs from the western border of the Western 
Reserve, thet 1s, the Huron County line, west through the tract formerly called 
the region of the Black Swanp to the Mautiee River at Perrysburg. When built 
it had, and still has, squared stones marking the miles, with the letter P 
on one side and LS on the other to denote the terminii, Perrysburg and Lower 
Sandusky, as Fremont was once called. It was a wide military road. We fol- 
lowed it to Clyde where it skirts the towm, thenee to Fremont which first re- 
ceived the name Croghansville and was later called Lower Sandusky. At this 
point feeling the need of sustenance for the "inner man", Ernest and I nade 
for a friendly sample room,=popularly then known as a saloon, where on order- 
ing and consuming a bottle of pop apiece, wa felt entitled to further enter-~ 
tainnent in the way of sampling the boniface's free lunch of pretzels, 
crackers and bologna sausage. Thus regaled and fortified we again started 
on our way and arrived at Hessville, a few miles west. The day grew hot and | 
we often stopped at roadside wells to slake our thirst. A few niles west of ; 
Hessville we descried a greup of wonen at a fartihouse engaged in some sort of .. 
"bee", a8 there seeried to be considerable activity present; but vhat interested 
us most was a large crock of lemonade on the shady porch and on politely 
asking for a drink of water we were invited to have some lemonade. I think 
never in our lives had we tasted anything half so good; and wo blessed those 
worien on the spot in our hearts for their thoughtfulness and generosity. 


Woodville lay quite sone distance ahead and the road was poor. Here we 
crossed the Portage River, a small stream that has its outlet near Port Clinton 
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in Sandusky Bay. The next towm was Lemoyne, the crossing place of the C. H. 
V. & T. Ry. Nearby was Stony Ridge, well named, as here were extensive out- 
croppings of limestone along the way. At.this place we crossed the T. &-0.C. 
Ry. and turned north from the old pike road in the direction of Toledo, fol- 
lowing the road into the city that leads into Fast Broadway. We.were hot and 
tired and at once made for the new Spitzer Building on Madison Avenue where 

I knew there was a fine marble washroom; but on attempting to enter we were 
turned away, as the building facilities were planned only for tenants. So we 
pedalled out to my mother's home on Adams Street where we were duly welcomed. 
We had ridden a total distance of 68 miles ana considered it quite an accom- 
plishment. My mother cooked us a good supper which we did ample justice to 
and went early to bed. Early the next morning Ernest resumed his journey 
toward Adrian but this time had to ride alone, as I stopped off for a few 
days' visit in Toledo. In due time I returned to Attica, checking my cycle 
as baggege on a Pennsylvania train to Carrothers whence I rode the renaining 
five miles to the old town. 


The school year of 1897-98 ended on June 3, 1898, when I received my 
promotion to the 10th and llth grades of high school. My card was signed by 
R. J. Kiefer as superintendent. Promotion in this manner to two grades 
arose from the fact that I was, as before explained, taking the four years! 
course in three; thus it was prescribed that during the ensuing year I was 
to carry three studies in addition to those of the regular Junior Vea bs 
hoped’ to put into effect a project I had been thinking of before school 
opened in the fall. 


The Century Run 


In the 1890's it was the ambition of many young bicycle riders to make 
what is called a century run, or a ride of 100 niles in one day. I had had 
this thought in mind since my ride to Toledo a short tine before with Ernest 
Kaufman and determined if possible to put it into effect before the summer 
waS over either with someone or alone if necessary. 

Our cousins, the Robb fanily, lived in Canton, Ohio. Ella Robb, neé 
Hoffman, was married to John L. Robb, an attorney who was fornerly the super- 
intendent of schools at Waynesburg, Ohio. Elle was the oldest of the children 
of John Hoffman, of Cadiz, Ohio, to whose hone uy father and Aunt Ella Blaine 
as children were taken from Fairmont, Va. (later West Virginia) during the 
Civil War. Although I hadesmever to that time seen them, the Robbs were known 
as close relatives of our family on the paternal side and I had heard much 
of them through our Aunt Ella who had several times visited at their hone. In 
the summer of 1898 I wrote the Canton relatives regarding my proposed bicycle 
trip which would probably include a visit tc then on my way to Pittsburgh. 
Their reply was favorable: I was invited to cone to Canton anda I prepared to 
Make the trip. It was my plan to ride to Canton as the first leg of ny 
journey to Pittsburgh and then to continue on to the latter city to visit at 
the home of Grandna Blaine. In June of this year Grandpa Blaine had died in 
the National Soldiers! Home at Dayton where he had been staying. His body 
was brought back to Pittsburgh for burial in Allegheny Cenetery. 

It is the desire of every serious cyclist to have a riding suit and as 
I had none and could not afford to buy ons, Aunt Lill Sherman took an old 
pair of my trousers and cut off the legs below the knee to make a pair of. +s 
riding pants for me. I packed a valise with my good clothing and shipped “it 
ahead to Canton by express the day before starting. It was my hope that it 
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would have arrived by the tine that I got to that point on my trip. The 
distance from Attica to Canton was just 100 miles; and the way on to Pitts- 
burgh fron that city another 100 miles. Thus I would have to ny credit if 

I succeeded in my plans a ride of 200 miles. My intention was to follow the 
line of the Penna. R.R. from Wooster to the Pennsylvania state line; and 
my guide out of Attica was the Tiffin road to New Haven, following the old 
Postal Telegraph pole line; from New Haven I would go to Plymouth in Richland 
County, thence to Shiloh, then on to Wooster, county seat of Wayne County. 

I carried with ne nothing but a coat done into a bundle secured to the back 
of the seat and a small kit of tools, I had on a pair of bicycle shoes. 
There were pedal guards to brace the feet. I tiltea my handlebars to the 
easiest angle for riding comfort. I had a small amount of money with me 

for emergencies and for food. 


Early on the morning of July 15th I started on ny great adventure 
following the telegraph line to the end of the Tiffin road at New Haven, then 
turned south to Plymouth, thence a southeasterly course took me to Shiloh. 

I found the roads generally good and luckily encountered no rain. My habit 
was to follow along one of the road tracks where found smoothest. TI made 
fairly rapid progress of from 10 to 12 niles per hour, did not hurry but aimed 
at a steady rate and kept going. I came to a hamlet called Cedar Valley about 
10 o'clock and feeling hungry stopped at a roadside store and bought a hunk 

of cheese and some crackers. The next considerable place was Ashland and quite 
sone distance east of there was Wooster, lying in a valley emong beautiful 
hills. This was the county seat of Wayne County. It was noon: feeling by 
that time really hungry, I stopped at a restaurant and had a good dinner. It 
was Ly habit if in doubt to inquire ny route to the next town, always follow- 
ing along the line of the railway as close as possible. I never once went 
wrong. East of Wocster among the pleasant hills on a good road I was follow- 
ing a footpath at the side evidently used by schcol children. My attention 
was distracted by a group of harvesters working in .a field and the first thing 
I knew I had taken a header off my Mount into a small ditch. It appears that 
carelessly I had failed to notice a plank laid across the ditch diagonally 
instead of straight, and had failed to negotiate it. However, no harn 
resulted and I got up and resumed my journey amid the laughs of the farmers 
who had witnessed my spill. East of Wooster was Dalton, still in Wayne 
County; next was Massillon in Stark County. I was now 90 niles fron ny 
Starting point and going strong enong the low hills of eastern Ohio. The 
weather was hot and I frequently stopped at farmers! wells for welcone 

@rinks. The roads continuéd good. Nowa straight ccurse for Canton where 

I arrived about 4 o'clock, entering the city on W. Market St. I soon passed 
the old Dueber Watch factory and through the business section of the city. 
With my previous directions I had no trouble in finding the hone of the 

Robbs at the eastern edge of Canton where I arrived shortly after 4 and was 
welconed by Aunt Ella Robb and her fanily. 


I was somewhat tired after ny 114 hours! ride and most willingly got 
into the tub after which cane the welcome supper. My suitcase had duly 
arrived. Both of ny wrists felt quite numb because of my constant leaning 
on the handlebars; this, the only adverse effect of my riding, passed in a 
day or two. My eldest cousin, Celia Robb, kindly showed ne the sights of the 
city which included the Dueber works and President McKinley's hone with its 
famous front porch whence his late campaign, that of 1896, was chiefly con- 
ducted. I went to church with Celia on Sunday and planned to resume ny 
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journey next day. I spent five pleasant days with the Robbs and on Monday, 
the 20th of July, started out on the long ride to Pittsburgh. My plan was 
as before to follow along the Penna. R.R. line eastward as far as possible. 
After leating Canton the first town was Louisville, then Alliance; the hills 
began to get steeper. The country was picturesque in the extreme to one who 
had been reared in a flat part of Ohio. This was the period before the in- 
vention of the coaster brake for bicycles, thus it was a case of my "pumping" 
up the hills and if these proved too Steep, of walking down. I arrived at 
Salem in Columbiana County about noon, had a lunch there and proceeded on 

my way. In the main street of this town I had the mischance of colliding 
with a dog, which was Surprising to. both me and the canine, but no injury 

to either. I continued on to Leetonia and East Palestine which was the last 
Ohio town before I reached the State line at about 2 o'clock. The “hills 
were becoming very steep indeed: I could not pedal up nor did I dare to coast 
down. I began to feel that perhaps I . right have to abandon ny riding and 
take a railroad for the rest of my journey. I stopped at a farmhouse for 4 
drink of water and asked the housewife how nuch further I would have to go 
to get to the nearest town. She said that Beaver Falls, Pa., was just a few 
miles east and that I would find a railway there. I was walking up and down 
nearly every hill and finally coming to the top of what was really a noun- 
tain and locking down into the valley beyond, descried a town with a line of 
railway running to the south. It was Beaver Falls, ny destination. I went 
to the depot, bought a ticket for Pittsburgh and checked ny bicycle as 
baggage. I had an hour to wait for the Allegheny Valley train that would 
take me the rest of my way to the Snioky City. I had ridden 81 miles from 
Canton and felt good although a little disappointed that I had not been 

able to make my whole trip as planned. 


I arrived in Pittsburgh at about 4 o'clock and after claiming my cycle 
rode out Penn Avenue to Butler Street, thence to Grandna Blaine's home on 
38th Street in Lawrenceville. It was a pleasure to again meet the relatives 
in Pittsburgh. I found Grandma and Uncle George well and still living in 
the old hone; Uncle Will was there too, still working on the Penna. railroad. 
I met again my Aunt Laura McLean and my cousins, her children, Will, Leota, 
Etta and Wayne. It was the tine of my Uncle George's vacation and he pro- 
posed to accompany me on oy return trip to Canton, going by train to that 
-City and stopping off to see the Robbs. Consequently, after two days we took 
train for Canton, checking our bicycles as it was our intention to ride fron 
Canton to Attica. While in“™Canton the weather turned very hot and we then 
decided to leave there in the cool of the evening, also to take advantage of 
the light of the full moon for our journey. We set out one evening about 
7 o'clock and made Massillon in an hour and a half but got onto the wrong 
road west of this city and had to traverse a field to get back to the right 
one. We had taken the wrong fork and were set right by a traveler whom we 
accosted. Uncle George not being in training began to tire and decided to 
abandon his riding and to take the first available train for the rest of 
our way. We got to Wooster at midnight, searched out and Slept in the waiting 
room of the Penna. depot until early Morning when on inquiry we learned that 
we could get an early train for Lodi, a few niles north, in a very short time 
and there take the B. & 0. line fron Akron which would carry us the rest of 
our way to Chicago Junction. From this point a ride of 9 miles would see us 
in Attica. We followed out this plan and reaching our destination clained 
our cycles and started riding out toward Attica on the Grange road. We soon 
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came to the home of my grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. James Shanks; and having 
arrived just when the family were seated at the dinner table places were 
provided for us and we were asked to share the meal. We surely did justice 
to this dinner after the exertions of our journey. My Aunt Lillie Shanks 
was as lively as ever; sitting next to her at table was a young man nemed 
Crant Miller woo was at this time helping Grandpa with his farm work. A 
short time after this period Grant Miller entered the Railway Maii Service 
and within a few years was appointed as a postal inspector and later became 
Chief Postoffice Inspector at Washington. Dinner over we resumed our ride 
towerds Attica, on past old Bethel Church to the Leonard farm where we stop 
red a few minutes to greet the old folks. We got to Attica at about 4 
o'clock none the worse for wear excepting that Uncle George's muscles were 
seve from his unaccustomed exertions. Here he revained for the following 
wesk at Aunt Lill's recuperating while I returned to my work of picture 
taxing with Gib. The century run had been a success; I had ridden a total 
Cistance of 223 miles--had attained my goal. And this was the last trip of 
: eny consequence I made per bicycle. 


ITINERARY OF CEVTURY RUN_ 


From Attica _Miles 


To New Haven, Ohio 12. (Follow Tiffin 
Plymouth 4 road and telegraph 
Shiloh 6 line to New Haven, 
Ashland 20 then make for 
Jevomneville 9 Woester and Penna. 
Wooster z RR.) 

Dalton 12 
Massillon 12 
Canton — 10 

LOO 


Fron Canton 


To Louisville 9 (Follow lins 
Alliance 12 of Penna R.R. to 
SaVer wee state line) 
Lectonia 9 
Fast Palestine Ld, 

Fnon Velley, Pa. ~ at 

New Galilee 4 

Beaver Falls 6 

181 per cycle 

To Pittsburgh via train 30 

Total mileage on trip ell 
Time Attica to Canton: 114 hours. 
Canton to Beaver Falls: ah hours. 
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RETURNING 


From Canton. Miles 
To Massillon 9 
Dalton 12 
Wooster 12 
BS 


(To Lodi and Chicago Jct. by train) 
From Chicago Jct. 


To Attica 9 
Total 42 
Total mileage on cycle . 223 


Make of cycle: IDEAL 
Tires: G. & J. clincher 


It was the year of the Spanish-American War. Conditions in the Island 
of Cuba had become intolerable to the American people and following the sink- 
ing of the Battleship Maine in Havana Harbor war was declared against Spain 
in April, 1898. As everywhere else there was considerable excitement in 
Attica. Several of the town's young men went off to camp. <A martial 
Spirit was abroad and Dr. Harman, the mayor, doubtless recalling his Civil 
War days set out to drill a company of young men and boys in the Manual of 
Arms (I among the number) in-the town hall, using broomsticks in lieu of 
guns. Lawrence (Loll) Lepper, then clerking in the Starr drug store, had 
ambitions to be a reporter and set up a bulletin board outside giving the 
latest news. Thero was much excitement and discussion when the fleet of 
Admiral Dewey conquered the Dons at Manila Bay; and this was intensified 
when the Spanish fleet sallied out of Santiago Harbor in Cuba and was sunk 
by the combined fleets of Admirals Sampson and Schley. "01d Bowen", a 
Character of the town, averred that "You cant sink a boat!", disbelieving 
reports of the great naval battle. In a few weeks after these two victories 
On opposite sides of the globe the war was over. Richmond Pearson Hobson 
had attained undying fame through his heroic exploit in taking in an old 
hulk and sinking it across the entrance of Santiago Harbor in the face of 
the fire of land batteries, thus "bottling up" the Spanish fleet. Teddy 
Roosevelt likewise at San #uan Hill had marked his name among the country's 
immortals. 


Now a few words about one of Attica's oldest and best remembered 
institutions: the Hearson Drug Store. This enterprise was established by 
Richard T. Hearson who came tc Attica in 1876 and had an enviable and un- 
broken record of honorable business dealing to the time of his death, Oct. 
1, 1937. The old store so well known to several generations of Attica-born 
was finally sold in 1938. Some of our fondest memories cluster 'round 
Hearson's Drug Store; here we spent our first pennies for sweetmeats; here 
were bought our first schoolbooks; and here too in later days when we had 
finished school and stood on the threshold of life, we sought advice from 
our good friend, Mr. Hearson. Requiescat in pace. 


During these times I received frequent letters fron ity mother who was 
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working in Toledo at the plant of the Woolson Spice Company. This concern 
usually furloughed its employees during the summer months and when work stop- 
ped the pay also ceased; thus Gib and I sometimes worried for fear she would 
be short of money. She wrote us on July 30th, 1898: I am now working on 
samples; do not nave to work very hard and get home early. Don'tyou or 

Ernest ever worry about me for I think I have learned how to "paddle my own 
canoe", even through rapids and rolling billows. I aimed to spend every 
holidey with her and Will as well as to visit them during my summer vacations. 


During this summer, 1898, Lillian Wright, of Chicago, came down to 
Attica to spend the summer vacation with her aunt and uncle, Tene and Chris 
Sherman. She looked as pretty as ever and with pride I went with her, Tene 
and Aunt Lill to dances and on excursions. As I recall these days of youth 
they appear as the happy springtime of Life. Sometimes we went out for a 
visit at the Leonard farm where we were always welcome. Tene had a driving 
horse names Topsy, a family pet, which she used to drive everywhere; and an 
old pet dog named Carley, a French poodle, very apt in learning tricks. When 
Carley died of old age Tene and Chris buried him one night back of their 
tailor shop, then worried because they thought they had not buried him deep 
enough, went back, dug up the poor poodle and buried him a full foot deeper! 
Chris and Tene were very kind hearted people. One winter day in 1898 a 
stranger catie to their door asking for a meal. During the ensuing conversa- 
tion it developed that their caller was an educated man, even cultured. 
Spying Tene's piano in the parlor the visitor asked permission to play it and 
this being granted Tene and Chris then listened to a musical concert that 
amazed them. Their new acquaintance remained with them for several weeks 
until one day he received a letter from his relatives asking him to come home. 
When in 1897 my brother Earl was ill in Attica and had no real home to go 
to Chris and Tene took him in, caring for him as they would have for a child 
of their own. We feel a deep sense of gratitude to this worthy couple for 
all the deeds of kindness shown us in the past. Remembered are they for 
their good works. 


With the opening of the new school year of 1898-99, on Sept. 5th I went 
back to school. My card shows that I carried the following subjects: Latin, 
General History, Physical Geography, Algebra, Physics, Astronomy, Chemistry, 
Botany and Geometry. At the end of this year my.-Deportnent average was 100; 
Rhetoricals 98; with average class standing of 98. This was the Junior year. 
As I had always fancied lafg@uages, in the subject of Latin I felt in my 
element. As it turned out the whole class entered into this subject with 
zeal. We got to using Latin in our everyday conversation and had, great fun 
with it; tnis created interest and made us eager to go further into the 
Subject. During our Junior year we studied Caesar's Commentaries on thr 
Gallic War. What student of Latin will ever forget its opening line: 
"Gallia omnia divisa est in partes tres"? The average standing of our 
Latin class was, I believe, very high. 


Boys and Girls of Old Attica 
Charley Carpenter, W.Bower and I used to go down to Lester Sutton's 
lawn after school to play croquet. Carp was a good player and used frequent- 


ly beat the rest of us at the game. Wes was working at Sutton'’s, making his 
home there while going to school. Lillie Tisdale also worked here. 
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After school crowds of young folk used to walk home in groups; many 
west on High Street to North Main and across. Mina Heabler and Grace Fried- 
ley lived near each other on High Street in the direction of the erist nill. 
Mamie Hall lived on High near the school. Mary Hearson's home was right 
across the street fron our fountain of learning. She was universally known 
as Mayme and is now Mrs. FE. C. Kaufman. Just south of the school lived Mrs. 
Funk whose grand-daughter, Blanchie Frantz, came down fron Cleveland to live 
with her Grandma and go to school. Maude and Blanche Wise lived on West 
Tiffin Street near the mill. Fred Ringle, a classmate when I started to 
school in 1886, lived on North Main Street at the Fairgrounds road. Stewart 
Hamilton lived a few doors north and across the street was the home of 
Carleton and Hartwell Myers. The Carson residence was a few doors north on 
the same side of the street. Here lived Alberta and Artford Carson, cousins 
of the Myers boys. Forest Kimmel and the McClelland brothers. lived south of 
town at Caroline, as did also Harley Nesbit. 


On Sundays the churches of Attica had their day. There was usually a 
good attendance at the morning services and Sunday School but church in the 
cevenin;; was pre-eminently the time for the young folks. Then the unattached 
boys would hang around the church doors to wait for a favorite girl friend 
and perchance escort her home. Many times they would attend the services 
inside but were always careful to sit in the rear near the exit so that 
they could be promptly outside and in Strategic position to await the ap- 
pearance of THE girl. Then the slow walk home, the invitation perchance to 
stop awhile, the hammock and the endless and desultory talk. Often a group 
of young people would pass by or Stop for a chat or a quiet game--and how 
the time raced by! Soon the streets becane quiet as house lights went out; 
the old folks were ready to retire, the daughter of the house must come in. 
A brief farewell and the visitor sought his way home in the dim shadows of 
the street lamps. Thus passed another Sunday evening; the next day school 
again. 


Rev. Bebb was pastor of the Baptist Church in Attica. He had@ a fine 
family, one member of which was a pretty daughter, Lillian Ruth, with whon I 
used to play croquet in Lee Carpenter's front yard. Lillian moved away with 
the Bebb family and later becane a teacher. A daughter of Mr. Carpenter, 
Miss Mary, is a well remembered good friend who if now Mrs. Dr. Ralph Ernest. 
Daisy Currier was a step-daughter in the fanily. Among the remembered young 
people of the town about this period (1898) are: Effie Bernard who was with 
her father, E. R. Bernard, in his establishment, The Gambee Cash Store; Icie 
Young, step-daughter of Rufus Phillips, who was learning the millinery busi- 
ness with Mrs. Alice Tackabury; Nelle Bemenderfer, clerking in the dry goods 
store of Frank C. Myers where also was euployed Charles Schaaf who later took 
up dentistry and married Nelle; Bess and Chester Lowe were operating their 
Own grocery Store, the former Uhle market; later Bess clerked in the Kaufnen 
jewelry store. lLoll Lepper was clerking in the Attica post office where his 
father, Ab. Lepper, was postmaster. Remernbered also is Agnes Boyle, a popu- 
lar girl who later changed her name to Lepper by marrying the sweetheart of 
ner youth, the erstwhile postoffice clerk. Hittie Schottler and her sisters 
Eva and Bess, daughters of John Schottler, a popular citizen of the town, 
arise in memory's lane. Hittie and Eva now live in Cleveland, Ohio. Hittie 
is Mrs. Christian Girl. Jay Bernard became a railway mail clerk. Mabel 
Crabbs, daughter of Rev. C. N. Crabbs, lived in Attica for a time but noved 
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away Sone years ago. Gordon Lowe became a dentist and is now practicing 
his profession in New London, Ohio. In the sane city lives Dr. Ralph Ernest, 
now "seni retired". William Mundwiler after leaving Attica for Ypsilanti, 
Mich., studied dentistry and located in Pioneer, Ohio where he died a few 
years ago. His sister Haidee is now Mrs. Dr. R. G. Cook, of Kalamazoo, 
Mich. Her husband is a prominent physician and county coroner there. Josie 
Mundwiler is married to Harry Angstadt and also lives in Kalamazoo. Lester 
and Hart Sutton, sons of Alva G. Sutton, once postmaster of Attica, had 
their own grocery business on South Main Street, in the same room once occu- 
pied by the Smaltz & Kaufman bakery and that of Hoke & Myers. Lester is 
deceased. Walter Heabler became a telephone man in New London and Willard, 
his last work being the managership of the telephone exchange in the latter 
place. He quite recently retired. Purdy V. Meyer likewise took up tele- 
phone work; he is deceased. Jay Armitage who lived in the ola days on South 
Main Street continues to live in Attica. faq. Friedley like Jay, never left 
the town for long; Ed. is deceased. Merritt Schottler was in the U. S. Navy 
for many years; he died in 1933 and was buried with full nilitary honors in 
the Presidio at San Francisco, Calif. Harry Bemenderfer when last heard fron 
was living in California. Blanche Wise, sister of Maude, lives in Toledo. 
Grace Lebold Mosteller conducts a hardware store on Cherry Street in Toledo. 
Her brother Rolla has long been a resident there and is now in the employ of 
the Toledo city Welfare Departnent. Philip King, formerly a mail carrier in 
Toledo, is deceased. Stella Heabler who at one time worked in the nillinery 
of Mrs. M. E. Martin and later became Mrs. Verne Cook, is deceased, being 
a victim in a serious traffic accident some years ago near Oak Harbor, Ohio. 
Albert Uhle who left the old town nany years ago is reported to be living 
in Florida. Grace Friedley, now Mrs. R. C. Henderson, resides in Dayton, Ohio 
Mina Heabler became a teacher and later the wife of Rev. Lucas, who is 
deceased. She is now married to Karl Hoffman and lives in Lorain, Ohio. 
Effa Benenderfer, daughter of Willian K. who lived a few niles west of Attica 
and was often seen among the young folks there is now Mrs. G. L. Showalter 
and a resident of Attica. Sheriden Heabler clerked for a time in the jewelry 
store cf S. F. Kaufman but finally. gravitated back into his father's grist 
mill where he remains in charge of the town's oldest industry. He is 
married to the former Josephine Buckingham. Charles L. Carpenter is said to 
be living in Detroit, Mich. J. Wesley Bower is deceased, as is also his 
wife, Hazel Buell Bower; both are buried in Atttca cenetery. C. Earl McClel- 
land, former rural mail carrier and postmaster of Attica, is deceased. 
Dessa Friedley Snow lives“In Lorain, Ohio. Vera Lowe is a resident of Cleve- 
land where she is a secretary and Stenographer. Chester Lowe and wife, the 
former Daisy Ebersole, are again residents of Attica. Bert Lepper, brother 
of Loll, is said to be living in Pennsylvania. 


And now a few words about the suwmers in Attica and the diversions of 
the young folk. In the 1890's soon after anateur photography becarie popular 
there arose the postcard craze. Not only did cards present the likenesses 
of people, but also depicted scenes of interest in varicus places. Everybody 
sent everybody else a postcard; collections were formed and postcard clubs 
organized. Photography too by professionals was booming; small photos could 
be had for $1.00 per dozen and it was not uncoumon for groups of young folk 
to neet at an agreed on tine at the local photo shop to have their picture 
taken. The cause of this boon was without doubt the invention and widespread 
use of the dry plate to succeed the old wet-plate process of producing 
pictures. I have several pictured groups of friends and schoolnates.,, 
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now prized possessions. On the last day of the 1898-99 session I received 
hy prouotion to the Senior class with specification that I was to take two 

terms of Algebra and one term of General History with the Juniors. During 
the year just closed I had attained an average scholarship of 98 and felt 
satisfied with ny year's work. 


The Telephone Exchange in Attica 


During the summer of 1898 my brother Ernest (univesally known by his 
boyhood nickname of "Gib") was working on the Leonard farm and also Spent 
some time in Attica where he began to make small telephone sets designed for 
use between a business place and residence. These sets consisted of an ord- 
inary telephone receiver mounted on a board and used as a transmitter, with 
battery-operated call bell end push button for signalling; and with a small 
earphone as receiver hanging on a hook at the side. There was beginning to 
be a demand for a cheap telephone outfit. The Bell telephone patent had 
expired and there was now no restriction on inventive genius in making use of 
Alexander Graham Bell's basic device, the telephone receiver as we know it. 
Gib installed one of his outfits between J. R. Strandler's hardware store 
and hone and also made a set for Fred Uhle, grocer on South Main Street. 

In the fall of 1898 Gib was on the farm husking corn and later went to San- 
dusky, Ohio, and got work as elevator boy in the West House, a large hotel, 
where he renained during the winter. 


During the year 1898 J. C. Carbin, of Bloomville, built a toll line from 
Tiffin to Attica with terminal at the latter end in Starr's drug store whence 
one could communicate direct with the county seat on payment of a toll of 20¢. 
He also built several other lines to nearby towns. There was a telephone 
exchenge at Chicago Junction and others at Monroeville, Norwalk and Bellevue; 
but none nearer than Tiffin in Seneca County if we except Bellevue. Mr.Carbin 
did not open the Bloomville exchange until 1899. The course of events that 
directly led to the building of the first telephone exchange in Attica had a 
Strange beginning. In the fall of 1898 Gib went with a party of young people 
on an excursion to Cedar Point and Sandusky. He had as partner for the day 
Miss Eva Gray. While in Sanducky Gib called at the West House and learning 
that their elevator boy had just been fired, applied for and got the job; 

. however, with the proviso that he start work immediately. He accepted the 
job and Eva had to go home with the crowd minus her erstwhile partner. Gib 
worked at his job during the winter. He was interested in all matters elec- 
trical and hung around the telegraph office in the hotel lobby a good deal 
thinking that he night sometime learn telegraphy. By chance one day he heard@ 
that the Sandusky Telephone Company was installing a new switchboard and on 
inquiring from an employee what had been done with the old equipment, was 
told it was being junked. He shortly afterwards got in touch with our father 
in Attica who counseled him to buy the old switchboard if possible and ship . 
it home together with any of the old telephone instruments he could get. 

Gib learned that he could buy a nuuber of the old wall 'phones at a moderate 
price and closed a deal, finding himself then the owner of an old switchboard 
and ten obsolete telephones. He quit his job, Te RuaOe? to Attica and wondered 
just what he would do with his prizes. “| ° Petia ine Rapa es , 


My father and Gib decided that here was an opportunity to establish a 
telephone exchange in Attica. They laid future plans as follows: 
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1. To seek a franchise fron the village council. 
2. To sell telephones outright to prospective patrons; and 
3. To furnish telephone exchange service to patrons. 


The first objective was readily obtained, as the advantages of a central 
telephone system with eventual outlet to surrounding towns were at once recog- 
nized. Instruments were sold for $10. apiece, to be connected with the central 
office switchboard and day and night service to be furnished. Office room 
for the exchange was rented from J. R. Strandler in the second floor of his 
building at the southwest corner of Main and Tiffin Streets, a space 7 x 9,.- 
later enlarged to 7x 12 feet. The rentel agreement, signed April 16, 1899, 
granted "the right to pass from outer door into open hall and stairway through 
second room to said space hereby leased; said space is to be used by said 
Second party for a telephone exchange and no other....Said second party is 
to close the fireproof door...and he is to keep said fireproof door closed 
cduring every night; and no unnecessary lounging about or loafing by boys, or 
other persons, is to be permitted by said second party about said premises." 

In the initial days wires were strung over buildings and fastened to 
roofs wherever possible. In one instance the wires leading to the northern 
part of town were swung in one long span from the telephone office to the 
Steigmeyer building on North Main Street. At the start of business there 
was not a pole in town. 

The switchboard was of the primitive "drop" type where on an incoming 
call the current from the sending telephone operated a shutter on the board 
bearing the number of the sending station. Thereupon the operator plugged 
in, inquired the number wanted, inserted the other end of the cord into the 
desired drop, threw her board lever to "Ring" and twisted the magneto crank 
for signal at the called 'phone. The first operator was Vera Lowe who divided 
her time between my father's office where she was bookkeeper mornings and the 
exchange where she officiated afternoons until relieved by Gib, who was night 
operator and general manager and factotum. As space in the small office was 
at a premium, Gib slept nights between calls (if any) on an old sofa which 
he hoisted to the ceiling with a rope in the daytime. That first summer was 
a time of great activity in the telephone business which from the first was 
very popular with the public. Soon it was possible to obtain from supply 
houses the necessary equipment such as cedar poles, crossearms, braces, 
locust pins and glass insulators, for the construction of better lines. We 
used galvanized #14 wire with Single~wire, or grounded, circuit. One line 
of poles extended north in the east alley back of Main Street and another 
southward; this to avoid the large shade trees in front. In many cases the 
first service wires were strung from housetops. Auong the first workers, or 
linemen, hired were: George Myers, Edwin Gembee, Walter Heabler, Purdy Meyer 
and Ed. Crossley. In those first days iron rods and fittings were harmerea 
out by local blacksmiths. I recall one occasion when I was asked by Henry 
Libe to wield a sledge for him while he held a cold chisel to cut off a hot 
rod. My blow was a glancing one and the chiscl struck one of Hank's fingers 
a smart rap, causing him to execute an Indian war dance on the Spot. After 
hearing Henry let off steam I decided that surely I was not cut out for a 
blacksmith. 

Each month after we became well established and the service was running 
more or less smoothly it was my chore to go about town collecting rentals; 
and while it was ained to have collection day fall on Saturdays, it sometimes 
becanie necessary for me tc take a day off from schocl for the work. 
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We soon began the construction of a toll line north to Scipio Siding, Reed- 
town and Bismarck. Some of our poles were of cedar, others of the so-called 
"country" variety cut by farmers out of their own woods. I soon learned the 
work of a lineman, wore climbing irons called spurs, helped dig postholes on 
the Reedtown line and to transpose wires on the metallic circuit being built 
through Bismarck to connect with the lines of the Monroeville exchange a few 
miles cast. The work was hard but interesting. Once during the building of 
the Monroeville line east of Bismarck there was a little difficulty when a 
farmer refused us permission to erect poles along his land. Such permission 
was readily given by the great majority of farm people along the route; however, 
in this case the objector kidnapped five of our poles which had been placed in 
readiness along the road and moved them into his barnyard. He then tacked on 
his gate a sign: NO TRESPASSING! This halted all work until a coucil of war 
was held and an order issued for the men to go into the yard and recover our 
property. This done and no further objection being evident, the matter was 
Considered closed; the poles were then promptly put into their holes and tamp- 
ed in, followed by the stringing of the line. 


Construction of pole lines went on apace during the fall of 1900 until 
Cold weather set in. I helped on the line stringing wire, tying in and trans- 
posing, thus earning a little money. Dominic Rock, brother of Nick Rock, of 
Reedtown, had a general store in Bismarck. While working around Reedtown the 
men used to stop at Nick's grocery and restaurant to get lunches or perchance 
a sip of his famous "Cerealine Extract", an amber-colored beverage that had the 
appearance of ordinary beer, tasted like beer, smelled like it but was for some 
reason not taxed as such. "A rose by any other name', etc. I helped dig post- 
holes on the Reedtown linc, rather arduous work for a lightweight of 115 lbs. 
During the first winter of the exchange there was much trouble from sleet and 
rain freezing on the wires which because of the long spans and insufficient 
Support in many cases broke the lines. The linemen were kept busy making re- 
pairs and during the thunderstorms of the next summer lightning would burn out 
the drop coils on the switchboard, keeping Gib busy rewinding them. How he 
disliked those storms! : 


In the summer of 1900 my father decided to widen the scope of the telephone 
exchange by forming a stock company, which was done by the issuance of 100 
_ Shares of the par value of $25. each which were sold to local investors among 
whom were: R. T. Hearson, Frank C. Myers, A. J. Myers, Jobn Schottler, Walter 0. 
Heabler, E. M. Kaufman, Dr. J. F. Titus, Christiana Hearson, Celia Moore and 
others. The new concern th@n set out to expand the local facilities and to 
build additional toll lines. Business was good. There was a widening field 
for long-distance communication; independent telephone companies in competition 
with the established Bell interests were springing up everywhere. During the 
second year of the exchange my father devised a 
[YoU DRIVETHENGy + "land anchor", or device for guying, or holding, a 
LIN THE GROUND | i | pole line at ends or curves. This for a moderate 
q | i. - pull was designed to replace the old-style "dead- 
man" method of guying a line which 
‘was nothing more nor less than a 
buried short log with rod or wire 
attached extending to the surface 
of the ground. It took a great 
deal of labor to place one of then 
in position, whereas in employing 
‘the new device one simply used a 
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post augur to make a hole 2 or 3 feet deep, then drove a pointed rod slant- 
wise into the hole and lock it. into a round iron plate pierced with a suitable 
hole for engaging the point. As soon as any strain was put onto the guywire 
everything became rigid and tight from the start. This gadget, called the 
Blaine Anchor, was made in the local Hall foundry; and many of them werd sold 
to telephone concerns around the country. 


In 1901 The Attica Telephone Company wes a going concern. It was during 
this year that the decision was made by the stockholders to sell out their 
interests to The Northern Ohio Telephone Company, headed by Frank Knapp, of 
Bellevue, Ohio. ‘he new owners soon began tne installation of modern equip- 
ment to bring the plant vp to date and rebuilt the town lines. The old switch- © 
board was junked; end now wren it might be desirable to have it as a relic of 
early telephone days in Attica, it cannot be found. 


Vera Lowe, first telephone operator in Attica, writes interestingly as 
follows: 


"I beliove I was the first operator--with Gib's help. He and 
I more or less took turns operating the switchboard for some time. 
And the Nellie Hawk was morning and evening operator and I after- 
noons after left ny morning duties in your father's office. Gib 
came on at 9 and later on had all the nivht operators in Northern 
Ohio connected for chatter and music. TI suspect some of you boys 
at Starr's Drug Store were included also at times. 

I remeber thes party lines with 6 to 10 or 12 parties and 
always when we rang one perty the other nine or eleven receivers 
cane off; aac by that time the current was so weak that if the 
party we called had not heard his ring, there was just no chance! 
And I weli remezite> the day President McKiniey was assascinated. 
Lloyd Cardin telepninned the news from Blocmville acking me to 
announce it to ovr subscribers. One of his favorite pastimes was 
playing jokes on long-distance operators, Attica operators shar- 
ing with the others. I thought this just another of his pranks 
and was very hesitant about srreading such an appalling rumor. In 
the meantime the news came in over the Bell system and Lloyd was 
furious, and I suspect your father and Gib were too, that I didn't 
announce the tragedy, giving thr Attica Telephcne Company credit 
for receiving the news first--which it certainly did. 

To get back to the operators: in addition to Bama Croxton and 
Belle Tanner, and perhaps before them, didn't Cora Stephenson and 
Nell Bemenderfer elso serve?" 


wre IC) A sey 


During the late 1890's a Volunteer Fire Department was organized in 
Attica with Dr. C. A. Force as Chief. The headquarters was in the city build- 
ing on West Tiffin Street immediately in the rear of the Myers & Keller dry 
goods store. During 1900 a fire alarm bell was mounted on top of a metal 
tower adjacent to the fire station, which bell was fitted with a weight to 
be set in motion on release of a trigger arrangement controlled from the 
window of the telephone office. Claude Wise as I recall was the first fire- 
man to die in line of duty. The annual memorial Service in his honor is 
vividly recalled. 


Last Year of School 
During the vacation period of 1899 I made a short visit to Toledo and 
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when school opened for my last year on Sept. 4, 1899, I was in my place in 
the Senior class. My teacher was Mr. J. E. Sherck, of Tiffin, replacing 

J. Ross Huffman who had resigned his position to take up the study of law. 
The final year's branches were: Geometry, Latin, Civil Government, Literature 
and Physiology in addition to the two branches left over fron my Junior year, 
Algebra and General History. R. J. Kiefer continued as superintendent. This 
was a very busy time for me, as I had in addition to my work in school the 
monthly duty of collecting rentals from telephone subscribers. I usually 
prepared the next day's lessons the evening before while acting as my Dad's 
office boy. In the office we had a large, round-wick oil lamp for light and 
a good coal stove for heat From the year 1889, prior to our removal to 
Toledo, my parent had never been without a typewriter; this fact proved of 
great help to me during wy high school years. Our first typewriter, as I 
recall, was named the "Caligraph", bought in Toledo, which had a carriage on 
top which had to be lifted up to show the writing; and all letters were 
capitals. 


Attica did not get electric lights until 1904 when the w. G. Nagel 
Electric Co., of Toledo, completed their contract for a complete electric 
lighting system in Attica. The powerhouse was at the east end of town 
next to the Short Line railroad tracks. I happened to be vacationing 
in the town during the celebration attending the first turning on of the 
current. It was a gala event, important in the town's history as marking 
the end of the era of oil lanp lighting that had been so long in force. 
The lighter's oilcan and ladder had been thrown aside, passing into the 
limbo of forgotten things. The first lighter of the town lamps that 
cones to memory is Jacob Sherman, father of ~hris and George Sherman Sr., 
who was later school janitor; then came John Childs who was, Ivthink, suc- 
ceeded by Grant Smith who in after years moved to Toledo. A later lanp- 
lighter was Gottleib Roellinger. 


Our Senior year in high School ¢ié not prove as busy as former 
years but there was enough work to well occupy one's time. Our class 
continued to make good progress in Latin and we were now reading Cicero 
and Virgil as well as doing some composition work. Ernest Wolff, Wes 
-Bower and I signed a "jus jurandun", or oath, agreeing to conduct all 
future correspondence with each other in the Latin language. I drew up the 
agreement on a paper page, embellished with pen to resemble an ancient docu- 
ment. Like many another agreement of the sort entered into during the care- 
free days of school, it was observed for a year then forgotten. I still 
have this "document", a memento of high school days. JI will remark at this 
point that had I not left Attica in 1891 I would in all probability have 
attained graduation with the Class of 1898, several members of which were 
with me on ny first day of school in 1886. The Class of 1898 had these 
members: Vera Lowe, Arabel Clark, A. Alida Ayres, Philip King, Ralph Hath- 
away, Fred G. Ringle and D. Oswald Ayres. 


As Graduation Day approached there were many duties for the students 
of the Senior Class. The hall nust be spoken for, the minister or other 
person for the Baccalaureate Sermon engaged, orations prepared and menorized. 
For my graduation essay I chose the title of "The Study of the Latin Classics", 
which I duly meriorized and on the all important night declained before a very 
Synpathetic audience in the old Opera House. The graduates were: 
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Ernest L. Wolff Valedictory 
Mary I. Hearson Salutatory 
Iola Hamilton 

J. Wesley Bower 

R. T. Schaaf 

Harry S. Blaine 


The class notto was: "Haec Olin Meninisse Juvabit". {It will be 
pleasant to recall this hereafter.) Colors: green and gold. Rev. W. S. Wert, 
of the Methodist Church, delivered the Baccalaureate sermon. 

On graduation night the class is said to have acquitted itself with 
credit. Dipolmes were in due course handed the smiling: graduates; congrat- 
vlations given and acknowledged. Next evening followed the annual Alumni 
banquet and Meeting--and the Class of 1900 becane a part of history. Now, 
after the lapse of a half century, it may be of interest to record a brief 
subsequent history of the class members: 


Ernest L. Wolff. Followed teaching for several years; studied 
law, was adnitted to the bar, was Brosecuting Attorney of Huron 
County and is now a practicing attorney in Willard, Ohio. 

Mary I. Hearson. Is married to Ernest C. Kaufman, proninent 
merchant of Attica. A leader in social life and all progressive 
hovenents in her native town. 

Iola Hamilton. Married to Herbert Slessman, of R.D. 1, Plynouth, 
Ohio. Domestic and rural life are her forte. 

J. Wesley Bower. Formerly in business in Attica, later a resident 
of Columbus, Ohio. Was married to Hazel Buell. Died Nov. 30, 1943, 
in Hondo, Calif. Is buried in Attica Cemetery, as is also his wife, 
Hazel, who died Mar. 9, 1930. 

R. T. Schaaf. A farmer and stock raiser living near Attica. 
Successful in his interests. 

Harry S. Blaine. Retired post office worker and State employee. 
Lives at 3809 Monroe St., Toledo 6, Ohio. 


About this tine I was offered by Supt. Kiefer a free scholarship to 
Heidelberg University at Tiffin, Ohio, which owing to circumstances I was 
unable to accept. Immediately after graduation I made a brief visit to 
Toledo, then returned to my work with the telephone company in Attica. This 
work lasted but a short tiffe. School over, I faced the future. The course 
seened clear: I must leave Attica and its close associations to launch ny 
bark on the sea of Life. 


Back to Toledo 


Not long after graduation from the Attica schools I returned permanently 
to Toledo. One of the first things done was to assist ny mother in noving 
fror the Adams Street flat to a more desirable location which we found through 
the kind assistance of our good friend, John F. Lebold. The new place was 
at 357 Indiana Avenue where we found a good house at the moderate rental of 
$15. per month, in a district then inhabited principally by people of Irish 
and German birth although even then here and there lived a colored fanily. 

It was not far fron Father Hannin's St. Patricks Church. Mother, Will and 
I occupied the lower floor of the new home and rented out the upper story 
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with its three rooms to Harold Best, to his sister, Elva and to two 
brothers, acquaintances of the Bests, Roy and Wilbur Mallett, all of 
whom were working in the city. Thus the income from the rentals help-. 
ed to reduce our own rent. I now cast about for some sort of employ- 
ment. Jobs were not easy to find and the only one I was able to get 
was a job tending and driving a horse for F. J. Wilheln, a tinner 

who had his shop at Monroe and Eleventh Strreets. It was ny daily 
duty to go to Mr. Wilhelm's home on Wisconsin Street to feed and water 
the horse and after he had eaten to hitch him up and drive down to the 
shop. As soon as the workmen, tinners and spouters, were ready I had 
to drive them and their materials and tools to whatever part of the city 
they were working in. I carried my lunch with me. After taking the 
crew back to the shop in the late afternoon I then had to drive ny 
horse back to his barn, unhitch and stable him and feed him and then 
walk hone. For my pay I got $3.00 per week; I drew one week's pay 
then threw up the job, as I considered the work to onerous for the 
renuneration. 


One Sunday morning I was invited by Harold Best, om of our roomers, 
to go with him to the home of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. M. Best, who lived 
a few miles out Monroe Street beyond the city limits. We took the Long 
Belt streetcar line to Auburn Avenue, which was then on the outskirts, and 
then proceeded on foot to the Best farm about 2 niles further out at the 
present line of the Terminal Railroad. This R.R. which circles the city 
had just been surveyed; the line cut right through the Best farm. We had 
a good country dinner and after spending some time looking about the place, 
Harold and I returned to Toledo. This little trip is significant when I 
remember that during its course out Monroe Street I passed by the very 
spot where 27 years later our present home was built at 3809, then far 
beyond Auburndale and with no indication that within a short tile Toledo's 
greatest residential growth would be to the northwestward along Monroe St. 


About this time I had a letter from ny father advising me that I could 
get work in Attica on the toll lines then being constructed. Thereupon I 
went back to that town in September and continued working until ccld weather 
when I returned to Toledo with some money in pocket. The Spitzer, Toledo's 
first modern office building, was erected in 1896 and in 1900 an extension 
along Huron Street half way down the block to Adaris was opened. The Spitzer 
was equipped with high-speed stear elevators, a far cry from the old-style 
hydraulic variety with which I was faniliar. Learning that additional 
elevators weuld be installed in the extension, I applied for a position as 
operator and was successful by reason of ny prévious experience in this line 
of work in landing a job. At that time at the Madison Street end of the 
building there were three elevators for passengers, two nore in the extension 
and a freight elevator on the alley side. The steam for power was generated 
in the basement. The building manager was J. B. Busse; and the elevator 
starter, Harry Owen, who retired in 1948 after nearly fifty years! service, 
was a tall and dapper young nan. My pay per month was #21.00--and furnish 
your own uniform. The work was not wnpleasant and the time seemed to pass 
by quickly. I hoped that this job might be the stepping stone to sonething 
better and so it proved to be--at least indirectly. I cannot but mention 
one of the building tenants, Mr. M. G. Bloch, who is still there in this year 
of grace, 1950; surely a remarkable record of tenancy from the tine I first 
knew hin, 1901! 
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The Postal Service 


During the summer of 1900 while in Toledo I learned that a Government 
Civil service examination for positions in the postal service would be held 
in October. I filed an application but when the admission card arrived I 
was in Attica working for the telephone company. My mother wrote me urging 
me withour fail to come to the city and take the examination. Wes Bower, of 
Attica, had also filed an application and received his card; I hoped he would 
go with me to take the examination. However, at the last moment he decided 
to forego it, as his interests seemed to lie in the town where he had become 
established. I went to Toledo and down to the examination room in the Old 
Post Office Building where the test was to be held in the room of the Federal 
Court on the second floor. Due to the crowd in attendance it was necessary 
for another applicant and myself to occupy the Judge's desk. The proceedings 
were soon over and next day I went back to my job on the Attica toll lines. 


On April 30, 1901, after my final return to Toledo I was on duty in ny 
elevator in the Spitzer Building one morning when a distinguished looking 
gentleman entered and inquired of me if I were Mr. Blaine. On ny affirmative 
he replied: "Did you take the post office examination last October?" I res- 
ponded,. "Yes." "Well", said he, "I've got good news for you; you passed the 
examination." It was Postmaster Wu. H. Tucker, of the local post office; he 
asked me to call and see hin the next worning and further told ne that my 
grade in the examination was 91.8 and that my name was first on the list of 
eligibles. As promised, I called at Mr. Tucker's office next day and was in-~ 
formed that I had been appointed to the position of substitute clerk with 
pay to be determined by whatever absences of regular erployees that might 
occur. At that time it was the custom to pay substitutes the lapsed salaries 
of absent regulars. I entered on wy duties on May 1, 1901, being assigned 
to the pcsition of stamper; that is, to assist in the operation of the auto- 
matic letter stamping (cancelling) machine, to receive bulk mail at the 
window, to keep the drop letter chutes clear and to help in the distribution 
of outgoing mail. For ny first two months’ work I received pay of about $75. 
and on July 1 was promoted to a regular clerkship in the mailing section at 
an annual salary of $500. One of my early associates in the post office was 
_Daniel Harman, brother of Maycr Wn. Harman, of Attica. Dan started out by 
nicknaming ne "Benny", which appellation among the older men of the office 
has stuck to me to this day. Now, here is somewhat of a co-incidence: in 
my boyhood days in Attica I‘fad been nicknaned”pr. Harman "Andy Van Houten", 
(shortened to "Hoot") and am still called that by what few old friands and 
schoolmates are left there. 


I was socn assigned to the study of the State of Michigan and later Ohio 
in order to qualify for case examinations. A "case exanination"is a test of 
a clerk's knowledge of a State with reference to postal supply of the cities 
and towns. The student provides himself with small cards on which he writes 
the nanes of the post offices; and the reverse of the card gives the mail 
Supply. A pigenn-hole case is used for practice, each hole or compartment 
being headed (marked) with the name of the supply as given on the back of the 
cards. Constant study of these with distribution into the pigeonholes in- 
presses the name and supply,(always linked) on mind and brain, so that in time 
the act of distribution becomes automatic. This. is the basis of the work of 
a nail distributing clerk; the knowledge he has so laboriously gained is later 
used with facility when he is campos on to assume the actual distribution of 
nail. 
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In those days it was no great chore to exercise the memory faculty and it 
was soon possible for me to help with the distribution of Ohio mail and a 
little later with that for Michigan. On the latter I was assigned to assist 
John Jackson, a veteran Michigan man and expert distributor who commended 
me for my early mastery of the state. 


The postmaster in 1901 was, as stated, William H. Tucker, an attorney, a 
native of Plymouth, Ohio, who became prominent in Toledo politics. The 
assistant postmaster was Charles Vortriede and the suverintendent of mails, 
John Klag, under whose supervision I was. The Old Post Office building was 
erected in 1886 and at that time was the ultimate in public buildings for 
Governnental and postal purposes. It was not many years, however, before it 
became inadequate due to the rapid growth of the postal business in Toledo. 


With my appointment to the Government service. our life became steady 
and regular. I had an assured income and being under Civil Service had no 
fear of displacement. My mother and I continued to live in the Indiana Ave. 
house; and I want at this point to say that in those early, formative days 
Mother and I were given every encouragenent and assistance by our good 
friends, the Lebolds, then living on Tenth Street near Monroe.. Many a fine 
Sunday dinner was enjoyed at the bounteous board of Sarah and John. The son 
of the home, he with whom I had worked at the Burnett, was working in the city; 
the daughter, Grace, was married to Wn. Mosteller, prominent hardware mer- 
chant of Toledo. Our thanks are due them for hearfvy encouragement to us at a 
tine when it was needed. Mother continued to work in the spice nill until 
1902 when she decided to resign her place to devote all her time to the hone. 
My brother Will about this time had gotten employment on a lake steamer ply- 
ing between Detroit and Buffalo and had become self-supporting and able to 
assist with hone expenses. 


Anong associates in ny early postal days were: clerks Roy Turner, Arnold 
Miller, Willian ("Bill") Mohr, Dan Harman, Julius Werr, Fred F. Bradley, 
Major F. Skidnore, Albert B. Wagner, Tom Ford, John Jackson, DeWitt Fisher, 
Bert Pauken, Robert L. Eastman, Harry Harman, Wn. McMahon, A. Steinberg and the 
veteran Thomas Card. John B. W. Soncrant acted as foreman. The office jan- 
itor wes John Brown, a colored man and Civil War veteran. Remembered mail 
wagon drivers are: "Dad" Rossman, one Garn and Neeb, and J. Walther. I was 
assigned with Roy Turner to work the pouch rack, which was a large iron rack 
or frame wherein were hung mail pouches for the various towns and trains 
served. It was our duty as soon as the closing mail was put into the pouches 
by the distributors, to "lock them out" and turn then over to the waiting 
drivers for transfer to the different railway stations. If for any reason 
& pouch was missed a shortage slip was made out and forwarded through to des- 
tination in lieu of said pouch by the first employee noticing the shortage; 
this led to an immediate inquiry as to the cause of it. Woe be to the postal 
employee who failed to dispatch a scheduled pouch!. Several tines during ny 
first days in the rush of getting out early morning "express" pouches sone- 
body slipped and missed one of then; but as the pouches are replaced as soon 
as taken down, discovery is very prempt of any oversight and it then be- 
cane the immediate duty of some luckless clerk to take the nissed pouch on 
his back and ride his bicycle down to the station in order to avoid a miss. 
This prompt action forestalled the issuance of a shortage slip and its conv 
sequences. In addition to the pouch rack the post office also had a large 
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paper rack where were distributed newspapers, magazines and small parcels. 
This was a busy place, in 1901 presided over by clerks Skidmore and Bradley. 
One of the heaviest mailers of that period was the Toledo Weekly Blade, 
brought to the post office in bags toward the end of each week. This paper 
had a very large circulation throughout norfhwestern Ohio and neighboring 
States. We were required to weigh the sacks containing the papers on a port- 
able scale on the unloadirg platforn, which operation involved lifting the 
sacks fron the lower floor of the receiving dock to an upper one 25 feet 
higher. As this was quite a laborious job, more than anything else we dread- 
ed the weekly cry of: "Blades Outside!" Another heavy nailer was the Woolson 
Spice Company, makers of Lion Coffee, who sent out premiums for a-certain 
number of lion heads clipped from sacks by custoners of their brand. These 
preniuns for the most part were cheap jewelry. 


Fech day at about 4 pn the first-class business mail began to arrive at 
the receiving window, which kept one man busy taking it in and several others 
arranging, or "facing", the mail preparatory to sending it through the cancel- 
ing machine. From about 4 o'clock till midnight was a very busy period in the 
nailing (outgoing) section of the post office as, in addition to the working 
up of the nail brought in by the public, city-wide collections were made fron 
street letter boxes; which mail also had to be distributed. This work was 
usually finished in tine for the departure of the afternoon crew at 11:30pm. 
At the priod of which I write, 1901 and after, we had many visitors in our 
workroon,, postoffice men of the day or other crews who were off in the even- 
ings. This was especially in order on Saturday nights when sone of the boys 
were wont to celebrate by going over to Jake Gerold's Hockenberger saloon 
across the alley, thence coming into the office to regale the unfortunates 
who had to work with "barber shop" quartette tunes before retiring to Pfeiffer's 
restaurant nearby for swigs of black coffee. On one occasion John Soncrant, 
our foreman, having gotten notice that at long last his promotion had cone 
through, thought to celebrate the occasion by taking the whole crew over to 
Gerold's: for a treat. One clerk, Al. Gersman, was left in charge of the 
office. At Gerold's every man jack of us (at the instigation, as I recall, 
of Dewitt Fisher) ordered an expensive concoction; upon paying for which 
John's feeling of hospitality was somewhat abated, I have no doubt. 


Dan Noe's cafe was on St. Clair Street near-the Post Office. It was a 
cool, quiet place where sone of the boys used to resort for cheese sandwiches, 
sometines washed down by some of Dan's famous half-and-half. Jixmy Oates, a 
clerk, a native of the Isle of Man, was especially partial to this beverage 
which he called 'Arf and Arf!. While still an employee of the Post Office 
Janes Oates studied law and was adnitted to the Bar of Ohio. 

Bert Pauken, a fellow distributor, had a long and honorable nilitary 
career worthy of note. In the Spanish-American War of 1898 while a lad of 14 
he went to Cuba with Col. H. A. Axline, Adjutant General of Ohio under Gov. 
Asa S. Bushnell, as chief bugler. Bert was formerly bugler in the Naval 
Reserves at Toledo under Commander Arlington U. Betts who went to the Phil- 
ippines during the Spanish War and remained there. *° 4sserved with dis- 
tinction in France during the First World War and also the Second. During 
his lifetime he met many fanous people, both military and civil. 

DeWitt Fisher was another of our distributors who distinguished hinself 
in later life. He studied law, was admitted to the Bar, becane secretary to 
Congressman Isaac R. Sherwood and later served in the same capacity under 
Mayor Cornell Schreiber, of Toledo. As an attorney he was one of the best; 
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and on many occasions helped out his old post office friends in a legal way. 
DeWitt had the distinction of having passed a case exatiination in a distrib- 
ution speed test with the highest mark ever attained in the local P. 0. 

Other clerks who later attained prominence in Toledo life were Clarence 
A. Berger and Henry Burman, both of whom studied medicine while in the postal 
Service and received the degree of M. D. Dr. Burman died nany years ago; Dr. 
Berger is still in active practice. 

Another early associate with me in the first days was Alvah M. Mowen, 
now retired and a resident of Cleveland, Ohio. 

Arnold 0. Miller, present postal cashier, cormenced his career in 1902. 

John Klag, the genial superintendent of mails, was an old-tine postal 
worker who took his retirement many years ago. He entered the service prior 
to 1890. 

In the early 1900's it was the custon to pay employees in gold coin. 
Each would be given an envelope indorsed with his name and the acount of pay-- 
with no deductions for incone tax! 

About the year 1910 John N. Hennen, a former post office inspector, was 
given the appointment of acting superintendent of mails in the Toledo Post 
Office and at once proceeded to "nodernize" it. Ralph Chaprian who had been 
in the Government service under Mr. Hennen as stenographer, cane to Toledo 
with hin and became his clerk. It was Ralph who counseled ne to take up the 
study of stenography as, in his opinion, it was a sure stepping-stone to 
pronotion in almost any business. I listened to his advice which I put into 
effect within a few years; and ny later experience proved that he was right. 


After I became settled in my new work and ny nother had quit her job to 
attend to domestic duties we began to turn our thoughts toward Owning our own 
hone. We talked it over and decided that we could now support ourselves and 
at the sare time make small payments on a house. We cast about and found a 
suitable location at 1148 Norwood Avenue, a 1-story cottage with 6 roons, in 
& pleasant district in the old West End of the city. Norwood Avenue at that 
tine came to a dead end at Hoag Street near our house and access to the 
parallelling streets north and south, Oakwood and Fernwood Avenues, was 
through alleys. Our new home had a pleasant front yard and fruit trees in 
the back besides a good well. On that great day in the spring of 1902 when 
we moved into our new house, what a degree of satisfaction ny nother felt to 
realize that at last after many vicissitudes in life she was now settled in 
her own home; where she could always stay and begin to take sone confort in 
living. It was not long before we began to plan sone improvenents. 


The new home was bought from Lizzie A. Perkins for $1125.00 on a land 
contract which specified that when $500.00 had been paid on the principal of 
ny debt a warranty deed would be given ne and a mortgage taken for the unpaid 
balance. The progran was carried through and within a very few years I had 
a deed to the first piece of property I ever owned. Our nearest neighbors 
were the Richardson fanily, members of which were: Mrs. Richardson, her son 
Benjamin; married daughter Millie and her husband, Llewellyn Champion. Across 
the street lived the Perry fanily with small daughters Florence, Afra and 
Eleanor. With them lived Mrs. perry's mother and sister, Mrs. Single and 
Tillie, the daughter, who later was married to Arthur Breaker. for nany years 
an employee of the Blade Printing & Paper Company. Ly at Roe Nae 

On the west side of our house was a grassy vacant lot. I soon built a 
board fence to inclose our back yard and Mother planted a garden. Aunt Rona 
Van Liew sent us up from Chicago Junction a few laying hens and a rooster 
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and it was not long before we began getting our daily eggs. Our well, with 

a chain pump, had very good water. As our house had no cellar we used to 
let our butter and nilk down into the well to keep then cool in hot summer 
weather. During our second year we had natural gas piped into our house 

for both lights and cooking. In the third year we had the city water brought 
into the yard and the kitchen and a sink drain installed. By 1905 we had 
the house drain connected to the city sewer. We felt that we were doing very 
well and ny nother was happy in her hone work. Each sumer she would go 

out to Huron County for a vacation with her people and from tine to tine 
Sone visitor from there would come to see us. I usually took ny annual 
vacation in July and of course spent it in and around Attica to visit with 
ny father and relations round about. . My. father was daing.very well with 
his nedical practice in the town and had begun to take some interest in 
public affairs and office. In April,1902, he was elected mayor of Attica 
on the Democratic ticket, displacing Wm. Harman who had held the office for 
many terns. My father also served two terus as Justice of the Peace. He 
was an active nexber of the Knights of Pythias, serving in all the chairs. 
He continued to have his office and residence in the Steigneyer house until 
his renoval to Chicago Junction at the end of 1904. 


Now and then on weekends during the surmers sone of ny old schoolnates 
from Attica would come up to the city, when I would accompany them on ex- 
cursions or to a theatre. I remember one such steanboat trip we made up to 
Monroe Piers, Michigan, on a small craft. Soon after starting a violent 
Storm aross and the small vessel was heaved about terribly; most of the 
passengers also were "heaving". During this time I felt fine and congrat- 
ulated myself upon not being sick, as I had weathered the outgoing trip and 
did not begin to have any doubts cn the return until we entered Maumee Bay-- 
when all doubt left me and I promptly lost interest in everything! 


During June, 1905, the city was thrilled by the spectacle of an airship 
flown by Roy Knabenshue fron the Toledo Fair Grounds to the Spitzer Building 
in downtown Toledo, on which he landed, then flew back on a return trip 
which was successfully accomplished. Knabenshue's airship was nothing nore 
nor less than a cigar-shaped balloon equipped with a gas engine for power; 
with a 2-bladed prepeller in front and rudder behind for guiding. Up and 
down direction was attained by the rider's walking back and forth on the 
ship's frane, thus altering the incline. This was the period of the 
development of the Wright airplane, though but little was heard of it at 
the tine. The experiments of “ Knabenshue were co-incidental with those of 
Santos-Dumont with lighter-than-air craft. At this time the Spitzer was 
Toledo's highest building and had a flat roof suitable for landing. 


Fred F. Bradley, one of our older nailing clerks, was a noted and in- 
veterate fisherman, addicted to bait-casting, for the practice of which he 
would go often to nearby Michigan lakes toa seek the elusive black bass. He 
was so nuch of an addict that an associate, Tom Ford, used to call hin 
"The Reptile". On his Michigan trips Sundays Fred would take an Ann Arbor 
R. R. train jokingly called the "Fish Special" and get off at Zuke Lake to 
spend the day in casting, He once volunteered to teach ne all he knew about 
the art and to take ne with hin on his excursions. I therefore soon bought a 
reel, rod, line and lure called "Wooden ninnow" and following instructions 
began practicing at casting in the vacant lot next our home. After sone tine 
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I felt competent enough to try it on the water, after I could throw the bait 
for nearly 100 feet without snarling the line or getting a backlash. On his 
next trip to Zuke Lake I went with Fred. We hired a rowboat for the day 
and he started rowing while I had first turn at casting. It was not long 
until I had a strike and on ny companion's excited advice to "Keep a tight 
line!" was successful ic ‘landing a 14-lb. small-mouth bass. This was sone- 
thing new to ne in fishing. This bass really fought to loosen the hooks 
from his nouth, at tines jumping right out of the water. This resistance 
on the part of the quarry is what makes bass fishing so exciting. Many 
tines later I went with Fred to fish in the Rapids of the Maunee near Turkey 
Foot Rock, close to the battlefield of Fallen Timbers where in 1794 Gen. 
Anthony Wayne defeated the combined forces of the British and Indians, the 
latter under command of Little Turtle. To us fishing in the rushing waters 
of the Rapids it was difficult to picture the scene of that former day when 
Mad Anthony anid savage war whoops and the reports of his long rifles drove 
the eneny eastward toward Fort Miani. 


During ny early years in the post office I was on the 3:00pm to 11:30pn 
crew, thus had my nornings free at home. I usually rose about 8 o'clock and 
after breakfast turned ny attention to ny postal scheme studies and card 
practice. This, as explained before, took a great deal of concentration and 
memorizing of names of postoffices and railway supplies. There was constant 
reference to state naps and schemes, which latter term refers to the official 
book giving the mail supply of each postoffice. In other words, to give 
the book its official title, it was a "Scheme of Distribution", shortened to 
"Schene" by postal workers. Each post office in a given scheme had a card 
prepared by the student, and it was this card that became the subject of 
one's constant study and practice. The cards were distributed into a prac- 
tice case, withdrawn, verified, mixed, and distributed again and again until 
the worker had attained to such a degree of accuracy that in casing his 
cards he was able to successfully pass an exanination at the office with 
grade of not lower than 95 percent. By 1910 I had mastered the states of 
Ohio, Michigan and Indiana in detail and Illinois by counties. 


Within a few years after I started to work in the 014 Post Office at 
Madison & St. ‘Clair Streets the place becane nuch crowded. Agitation had 
been going on for some years for a new building’ to house the postal facil- 
ities separate and distinct from other governmental functions,which in nost 
instances hitherto had beéfi housed in the same construction. After much 
delay a site for a new post office was selected: the old Young property at 
Madison, Thirteenth and Fourteenth Streets. This square was quite some 
distance from the center of the business district and was the cause of dis- 
satisfaction on that account. There was objection on the part of business 
men to going so far for their postal facilities; but after the new building 
was constructed this situation was met by the establishment of a downtown 
postal station in the old location. It was argued by those favorable to the 
new location that eventually the Young site would attract toward itself the 
business center; however, to this year of grace, 1950, such a result has not 
Cone about and it is the opinion of many persons that a serious mistake was 
liade by not choosing a site nearer the then business section--say at the 
Library corner at Madison & Michigan Streets. The new Post Office Build- 
ing was a masterpiece in the way of a building devoted solely to postal 
purposes. The corner stone was laid in 1909 and the office occupied in Dec- 
enber, 1911. At the exercises held at the laying of the corner stone 
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Congressman James Southard in referring. to the new location said: "It was 
not my judgment that it be built here, nevertheless it is to be built here." 
After the occupation of the new office for a little time there was confusion 
in getting settled owing to new equipment that had to be suitably placed 
and a rearrangement of the boxes on distribution cases. A letter distribu- 
tor on a case works largely by position: change the position and for a time 
you will confuse him and slow up his work. During this period of service 

in the Post Office among my co-workers were: 


Charles F. Elliott *Frank Saunders *Bernard L. Day 
**Alvah M. Mowen Arnold 0. Miller Daniel H. Davies 
**Pred B. Judit *Henry F. W. Mohr **Fmil Konopka 
*kBert Pauken *DeWitt Fisher Henry W. Schroeder 

Harry Wendt Ernie Frost *Roy W. Turner 

*Robert L. Eastman Lucian Abair Fred Holland 
**Wm, D. Howell Walter Matzinger Edw. A. Burman 


* — deceased 
**k ~ retired 


I continued my work on outgoing mail and within the year received an 
assignment to the office of the Supt. of Mails as clerk. As a knowledge 
of stenography was necessary I started to take up this study. I refer to 
this change in my duties, as it was the first that got me "off the floor" 
and headed me toward a totally different line of work in the Post Office. 
One of the duties in connection with my new assignment was the giving of 
case examinations or tests on the proficiency of clerks in their card dis- 
tribution to determine whether or not they were qualified for actual 
letter distribution. This work was very interesting and enabled one to 
view such a test from a standpoint other than as an applicant, as had been 
my wont previously. About this time too I was appointed as a menber, and 
later as Local Secretary, of the U. S. Civil Service Board, which handled 
all Governnent examinations for the Toledo district. In this assignment 
it was ny pleasure on a few occasions to see among the candidates for 
positions on the post office force of Toledo some faniliar Attica faces, 
notably Maude (Wise) Rogers, of Republic, and Philip King. Maude in due 
time was appointed as money order clerk while Philip becane a city letter 
carrier. Both are deceaseg. Also a source of gratification to me is the 
knowledge that I gave the entrance exanination to persons who later attain- 
ed to prominence in the postal service. 


The duties of a Local Secretary are not unlike those of a teacher, 
This involved at that time the dictation of words making up the spelling 
test as well as the basic texts in the stenographic exanination, the notes 
of which were later transcribed. Being then a stenographer nyself, espec- 
ially interesting to me were these shorthand tests in which dictation at 
three different speeds were given: 80, 100 and 120 words per ninute; of 
which the candidate was required to transcribe the 80-word test in addition 
to either one of the other speeds. During World War I when I was giving 
one of these examinations to aid in supplying urgent Government needs I 
had an applicant, a young lady, who took down her notes at all the speeds 
and produced a perfect transcription of each; surely a wonderful and ex- 
ceptional performance! On inquiry she told me that she used the Pernin 
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systen of shorthand. This is the only instance of a perfect score 

that ever came to my notice. 1 continued ny duties with the Civil Service 
Board until my appointment as assistant superintendent of mails in 1921 
when the demands of the new assignment required that ! turn over to others 
hy exanination duties. 


In 1903 the City of Toledo among street inprovenents included theopen- 
ing up of Norwood Avenue, our street, westward across the old Michigan Cent= 
ral R. R. tracks and Hoag Street to join the extension of the sane street 
that ended at Upton Avenue and the old Tri State Fair Grounds. A frane 
house that obstructed the route at Hoag Street was moved onto the vacant lot 
next to our home. The purchaser soon built a large frane barn at the rear 
end of his lot and within a short time there succeeded more or less confu- 
gion which destroyed the peace and quiet of our surroundings, so that we 
decided, if we could find a buyer, to sell out our home and seek another 
location somewhere near at hand. Learning that one Ira Fields would sell 
his newly-constructed house at 1112 Norwood Avenue, which was quite close 
to our hone, we nade a deal with hin, bought the place and moved into it 
during the suomer of 1905. We had been successful in finding a purchaser 
for our old hone in the person of Jacob Truxell, an old soldier who formerly 
lived down in Huron County. Our new hone was nodern: had gas lights and a 
bathroon; it was a so-called one~and-a-half story house on a 30-foot lot. 
There was a nice backyard and fuel shed on the alley. We used a hard-coal 
Stove for heat; had 4 rooms downstairs and 3 and bath up. We were pleased 
with our new home and thought it quite the nicest place we had ever lived 
in. Our next door neighbor to the east was E. Z. Bartlett and on the west 
Side Mrs. Anna Mather. 


About this period Mr. and Mrs. H. F. Murray, former Huron County folk, 
Moved into our block. Mrs. Murray was the former Bess Willoughby. It was 
at the hone of the Murrays that I met Bess's sister, Loa Willoughby, with 
whom I subsequently enjoyed a correspondence and at whose home jn Chicago 
Junction I visited on numerous occasions. The father, Mr. George Willoughby, 
was a gentleman of the old school, cordial and courteous. Mrs. Willoughby's 
Maiden name was Sage. During ny visits in the town where ny father was then 
located I spent many pleasant hours at the homesof the Willoughbys, the 
Sharicks and the Sniths, the latter allied to then by marriage. 


During the fall of 19Q4 in the latter days of the Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition at St. Louis, Sheridan Heabler came up one day fron Attica and 
proposed that I accompany hin on an excursion to see the great Fair. The 
Wabash R. R. had scheduled an excursion from Toledo at a cost of $10.00 for 
. the round trip--which was cheap indeed. I fell in with the plan and the 
next evening after having arranged with ny post office superiors to be absent 
for a few days, we started west, riding all night in reclining coach seats; 
and arrived in St. Louis the next norning after a 12 hours ride. Before 
going to the Fair Grounds we thought to view the Mississippi, the Father of 
Waters, so started for the fanous Eads Bridge; but when we got there the 
entire strean was blanketed by a dense fog, so that although we were right 
next to it and above it, we never saw the Mississippi! At the fair we took 
in nost of the principel exhibits but the object that clings to memory nost 
tenaciously is the "Aerodrome" of Prof. S. P. Langley, the model of which 
hung in a place of honor in the Transportation Building. This nodel craft, 
it will be remembered, flew under its own power for a considerable distance, 
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the first heavier-than-air craft to acconplish the feat, before coming to 
earth with the exhaustion of its fuel. This was sone tine before the inven- 
tion of the airplane as we know it in 1903 by the Wright Brothers. After a 
full two days spent at the Fair we took the return train for hone where we 
duly arrived very, very sleepy after our grueling 3-day schedule of sight- 
Seeing and lack of proper facilities for sleep. 


ESPERANTO 


After leaving Attica in 1900 I had maintained a correspondence with 
several of ny friends there, principally with Sheridan L. Heabler, better 
known by his boyhood nicknane of "Hade', who had sinilar literary tastes and 
a love of languages. About 1905 he wrote ne concerning 4 new language he had 
become acquainted with, Esperanto, which was a coniposite or neutral language 
with a simplified grarmar and uniform endings for all parts of speech. I was 
much interested and commenced writing him in this tongue in order to develop 

our mutual skills. Soon ny Esperanto correspondence was enlarged to include 
people in other countries. It was not long before I began to get letters 
fron nany lands telling me of life and events there. The Subject was most 
interesting; the language having regular rules was acquired with great cease ; 
it seemed more than reasonable and deserving of a trial. I thought I would 
like to test it, to try it out. I continued as a hobby during the years 
Subsequent to 1905 and in 1908 attended a neeting of Esperantists at Lake 
Chautauqua where I had opportunity to use the language in actual daily life. 
I met there many devotees, not only from this country but also fron abroad. 
During the previous sumer Mr. Edmond Privat, of Geneva, Switzerland, an 
Esperanto adept, made a trip to America during the course of which he deliver- 
ed lectures in many cities, including Toledo. During this visit it was ny 
privilege to entertain Mr. Privat in ny home. In this connection I will ada 
that all proceedings of the Chautauqua meeting had been conducted in the 
neutral language. I heard it, I saw it--and it worked! 


At this point.a few words as to the physical makeup of Esperanto, the 
neutral or international language. Dr. L. L. Zanmenhof, its originator, 
wisely adopted as the basis of his systen the internationality of his vocab- 
ulary; that is, he chose that nane for an object that nearest resexibled 
. existing tongues’ names for said object. To illustrate: 


ENGLISH : BREAD HOUSE FATHER MOTHER FIELD BUTTER WINDOW 


Latin : panis donus pater cauipus butyrun fenestra 
French : pain domicile pere champ beurre fenétre 
Italian : pane dono padre canpo burro finestra 
Spanish : parpado doriocilio padre canpo butire 

German : brod haus vater kanp butter fenster 
Esperanto: pano dono patro *patrino kanpo butero fenestro 


In the preparation of his grarmar Dr. Zanenhof nade use of the expedient: 


Of ending all nouns in "o" -- pano (bread) 
" " adjectives in "a" -- dika (thick) 
" " adverbs in "e" -- rapide (rapidly) 


(* See note on next page) 


94 


o¢ aciaon steted ,dset edt deiiqsinoas ot ttete the-csdi-iolveed, tert? od? 
-neval est etoted gait esos ssw ele? lest edi Do potterocxs edd fo dires 
S tettA .amdtoxgG fdnicW odt yd COCL ai Tr wosal ewes eselgiis edt to molt 
w otedy enor tot aLeys oxutert ont. Moot ew vist edf te tneqe eysh ows Liv? 
-tigie to elubedoa yeh-€ gotforrg wo tetis yqoale yrov ,yiev beviags ylob 
.qsels tot sottiitast stegetq to Aoal baw gatess 


CRMATETER 

dtiw esonshaogserres 3 baytae otec. bed J GOGOL ph sagstA gatvasl wedIA, 
tatisd .teldasi .2 aspited® diiw yliegtontag.,.emect shosiai yo te Loreyes 
bas eetesd yrarevil teflicie hed odw ,“ebskh" To eapaveote bootyed eld gv awoml 
hed ei syaunusl wen o asninieemos en etoww ed @0CL IWvodA .8eneuansi te evel B 
exzsunnel faréuea. to ati2on 0 68 esw doliw ,ofugtdegea .dite betatisupos eaoged 


asw | ,.ioenga ‘To astEg AG GY 1 caahans rooting bas tgeiccse heililqauia-s dtiw 
gols rob od sehtoe ai eunaot efit oi mid eid Ecw hoomemaos hus botecxetat dour 
ebuloat o¢ hbegtelne sew somebaggestaza® otneyedel yo gacd. ..aiiiole .Leydet a6 
etatiel ton of & LeBod - hedoage edo! tom any a. -2okutauoo tedto ak elqoeq 
team gew tostden oi 194t atneve bas eth to en aaiifed abust yeas cott 


; eens taets driv ieiceetn now sefuyt taluysy gaived enaupgant add iyaiveetedat 
Sigow | timvodd 1 .istae 2 a0 adivrekob bas eldenoetset asat atom beteer tt 
eisey off gritsh eddon s es beynitaco |. .duo tL yat o¢ , tb. te0d pr efit 
sigl te atetensiscad ‘to goltpet s bebmesto SOC gi bas 20CL ot tmeupesdus 
OTL ylieb fastos st sgeuposl enh een o¢ yslawtzoqgo bad I etedw sagpystusdd 
bpoxds ett osis tyd yisaueo efdd cont ylao tom .eeetoved yaar orsds deg 1 
og ,OSnelvasiinwa ,evedas) to ,tavin® saroahi .1M tecuie euolvetq ed® antavd 
~reviteb sd doidw to semoo add gaiswb sottemA of qitt 8 eban ,dqebs ognateqell 
YO ebw ti tietv etdd sotwmal .obefol antbuloget .asitio ynert at aettoel. be 
bbs Lify I noitoevaned ag eri -snod Yi al sevicl .aM aiagtetae of sgelivitd 
eat at Batsibaes o bai anitoes eupyetiwedd edt to egathosoorq Ele tadt 

ie itiae th hos--ti whe I vt Based I. .eysugaed Letéuen 


oveoteged to quotsm Leogagiqg edt Of ae abtow wet o. tuted Side aA 
sosaninizo sat .todasosS .J .2 th .onengael Osacttentesat to Lotiuen 
-<dssoy eid to ypilenos eae aE oid qdeideye etd to atesd edt es dsiqobe ylosiw 
feidueee1 saeasea sage Foeatde me rot acen tadt seo ad 2 tad? <xtolye 
ofentep fl’ of .tos{do bias tel seman ‘sevgoot golseaixe - 


vOG“IW SATTUE  GiiTi  aHTOM AaRTAT SgyOh Gaia : BeRiowm 


siseonet cuyydud SCUIBO retsr Bimob © aang ; gitel. 
etsagel entved qusde eiseg eilstnob gisq : tenett 
sifasealt oftwd oars ecbag wcsaly eisq : ceiistT” 
ent tid Ogess> eibeg offteomoeb obsqisd. =: déinnqe™ 

Yetenet tedtud gate uetav ease bord “ > gibrrred 
scnanenadtinnsals aehaltieds picasa an ale pee ES 1 ete a note iviyeaeaeiida 
ottesnet otedad aqne2 onittaq* “Og otiob onmeg ‘obgdereqed 


‘tnetheque edt to age abau Ytodgems® .10 semser eld to nottetsqenq odf ol 


(Ssend) omsq ~~ “o" ai anvon Lie anibae 
(Words) sash -~ “et mi aovitoetbs " me & 
(yibige:) ehigeat -~ "ee" at edievisa ™ 9. gee sia h)y 


é we : 
a s 


(ensq dixon ao aton ove *} 


Of ending present tense of verbs in "as" (amas -~ I love) 
" past " " Nis" (anis -- I loved) 
" future " " "os" (amos -- I will love) 


*The suffix "in" denotes the feminine: "koko" (cock); "kokino (hen) 
"patro" (father); "patrino” (nother) 
"frato" (brother); "fratino" (sister) 


A sentence: 
Esperanto. Patro nia kiu estas en la ¢ielo sankta estu via nono. 
English. Father our who art in Heaven, holy be thy nane. 


(Note: letter ¢ has sound of "ch", All vowels have continental pro- 
nunciation. ) 


The simplified, regular construction of Esperanto nakes it renarkably 
easy to learn by all nationalities, for one principal reason: there is sone 
of their own tongue in it as well as a considerable adnixture of Latin. 


In 1910 I received fron the Bristish Esperanto Association in London 
their "Atesto pri Kapableco" (Certificate of Proficiency), having success- 
fully passed their written examination. During 1908 I translated into 
Esperanto Poe's "Descent Into The Maelstrom", which article was accepted 
and published in the "British Esperantist" in their Februery, March and 
April issues for that year. I had many correspondents and some of the 
friendships formed by neans of Esperanto lasted for several years. In 1907 
I started a correspondence with Alexij Kalugin, son of a wealthy land-owner 
in the Caucasus of South Russia, living in a village called St. Ladojskaja, 
in the Province of Kuban. This young man was never required to work and at 
the age of 24 entered school in St. Petersburg where he took up an engineer- 
ing course. We exchanged many letters in which we discussed the custons of 
Our respective countries, asked questions concerning politics, noted per- 
sons, etc., A typical letter from A. Kalugin dated Dec. 6, 1908, follows: 


Dear Friend Mr. H. Blaine! 

Your last letter I received at hore. 
Tomorrow we will have, the Russians, the Feast of Pentecost, there- 
fore in our home there will be a general and universal cleaning. 

I do not like it very>well when they push me out of ny room; but 
what can I do? 

I came back to the Caucasus on the 3lst 
of May. My usual indisposition did not allow me to have ny summer 
trip into the Urals as I had desired and which I regret. But I 
will answer your questions. 

If war takes place between Russia and 
Turkey the battleground will be, surely, the Caucasus; but our estate, 
as well as the whole of Kubanskaja Oblast (Departnent) will not suffer 
because the fighting will doubtless be in the southern part whereas 
we live in the northern and a grand distance between. Such a war. 
would not be wanted by me for this reason, that possibly in that case 
I would have to enter the nilitary service, which would interfere 
with ny engineering course. 

Concerning Leo Tolstoy I will not write 
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anything to you. In my country, regrettably, prison is possible for 
glorious and well known writers and philosophers. This happened to 
Dostojevsky and thus it was with many of our best nen; and Tolstoy 
knew what he was asking for. I wish to ask you concerning the present 
frequent stories of heads of European governments. Does it not seen 
to you that these stories are the sign that the heads of government 

in Europe want to take power into their own hands and that the role 

of figure-head tires then? If this is so, that is, if I an right, 

“Ll regret it. Because I do not wish that the twentieth Should be a 
century. of awakening absolutism. In a recent newspaper I read a 

new letter from L. Tolstoy on this sane thene, as before: "Imprison 
hin, the chief culprit, but not his disciples!" Dia you read this 
Sensational piece of news: the ruler of Persia has run away sonewhere? 
But in the neantine I await the explanation of it." 


Se ee ee = 


A. KALUGIN 


I received occasional letters from this correspondent until the onset 
of the First World War; then was silence. Under date of Dec. 1, 1923, I. 
had ny next and final letter from which I will quote excerpts. Apparently 
the great war had ruined his family as it did so many others: 


"Fydtkuhnen, Ost Preussen, 12/1/1923 


Already "much water has flowed away" during the past two years 
Since your last sincere letter. I desire for you happiness in your 
fenily; if there is any happiness on earth it is in fanily and child-~ 
ren. Now I an living here absotutely alone, without parents, rela- 
tives or old friends; without men who can understand ne, and it is 
very difficult thus to live. Now to personal interests. 

I will begin with my own lot. Sad is my story. In 1914, the 
| 20th of July, I lost my youngest brother, Nicholas, drowned in the 
River Kubanja while hunting. He was only 16 years old. On the 3rd 
of March, 1918, ny father, a commander of cavalry, a Colonel, was 
Killed by soldiers. On Sept. 2, 1922, died of hunger ny sister. I 
wrote: "of hunger". Yes, dear Mr. Blaine, of hunger! I was there 
and could not help her even if I had been able to and wanted to. 
~~~~w - -During the past summer ny nother was siezed with typhus (also because 

of hunger.) I finally"was able to send her an order fron American 
ARA for $10.00, but often I am not able to do this because in Gernany 
according to the exchange rate $10.00 costs a great sum of rnoney. In 
the meantine my mother and uy second brother, an engineer, are well. 
They are living in the Caucasus in our own hone, but very poorly, 
as they write me. 

I am now a merchant. (I was an engineer, a soldier, a teacher, 
a professor). The times show us that the strangest dreans are not 
Hore strange than reality. Concerning the norals of the Bolsheviks 
I will speak to you in another letter. 

In our own skies appear Menacing Clouds; the French-German con- 
flict menaces; and to me -- new changes, new disturbances. Where 
now is all well?" 


A. KALUGIN 
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Zaharij Iliev, a gardener and horticulturist, lived in the 
village of Peternica, Province of Pleven, Bulgaria. I was in correspondence 
with him during the years from 1907 to 1914. At the commencement of this 
period I had learned that in Toledo a certain seed company had for sale a 
variety of appletree said to be seedless, developed by one Spencer. Be- 
ing interested on account of my Esperanto correspondence with a horticul- 
turist, I bought one of these trees and planted in my backyard. This tree 
grew to maturity and produced a fruit that was in reality totally without 
seeds. News of this novelty I wrote to my Bulgarian friend who was, as 
can be guessed, keen to get hold of a specimen for propagation in his own 
country. Satisfied that the variety was bona fide, Mr. Iliev instructed me 
in detail just how to cut off certain end branches and insert them into 
large potatoes; to wrap the cuttings in wet moss to sustain moisture during 
the time of transit; and to send the parcel direct to him well wrapped and 
marked to indicate the contents. My correspondent got permission from the 
Minister of Agriculture in Buigaria for the immediate admission of my parcel 
when it should arrive, duty free, and its immediate delivery to the addressee. 
-I had previously sent to Mr. Iliev an Esperanto translation of the descrips 
tive circular regarding the Spencer Seedless Apple issued by the growers 
and this, I was informed, was turned into Bulgarian and published ina pror- 
inent horticulturist journal in that country, creating great interest. 
Many inquiries regarding the tree were received by. Mr. Iliev. Everybody 
was eager to know more of it and the arrival of my parcel was awaited with 
‘impatience. 


The package finally reached its destination and the contents were 
viewed. Is was found that the cuttings became very dry in transit, so that 
it seemed very doubtful if any would survive. However, the projected graft- 
ing was done and after some weeks Mr. LIliev was able to report to me that 
out of the 15 cuttings sent 7 had lived. He thereupon set out to propagate 
the species in Bulgaria and in the second year was able to produce trees of 
the Spencer variety which he sold for 20 francs apiece. Thus I was able to 
say that here at least was an example of the utility of the international 
language; through its instrumentality there had been introduced into a 
foreign land a new variety of appletree! I last heard from this correspond- 
ent in 1914, when he was enrolled in the Bulgarian army to fight in World 
War I. I never again heard from him and “ust.* concluds that doubtless he 
became a casualty. One wonders if the wrk he initiated is still being 
carried forward. ox 


Mile. M. Blin was a school teacher who lived in the village of :Verdieny- 
par-Sancerre, Devartment of Cher, France. We exchanged letters jn Esperanto 
Tor some nenths in 1909. She was studying Englisn and it so happened that 
at the same nsriod I was studying French, so we made a compact that stté should 
write me texts in English which I would correct in red ink an@ return, to her. 
On her part she would likewise correct for me my French letters to her, so 
that in this manner egch could see his errors of grammar and style. ‘This was 
most interesting and I will say at this point that each beitg abott equally 
‘ddvenced in his study of the other's tongue, about the same amount of red 
ink was noted on each student's returned copy. Thus Esperanto served as an 
auxiliary to the study of a current language. 


Other correspondence was had with: 
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A Bohemian post office employee. 

A senator of Colombia. 

An English employee of the Kolar Gold Fields in India. 
A British post office worker in South Africa. 

A French student. 


During 1910 I attended the Sixth International Congress of Esperanto 
in Washington, D. C., where were assembled delegates from all over the world. 
All proceedings were held in the international language. I talked with Dr. 
L. L. Zamentof himself, the inventor of Esperanto, and with persons of many 
nationalities. To understand and to speak this strange tongue was easy; no 
difficulty of pronunciation.. English was for the time laid aside -- a strange 
proceeding! I became acquainted with one Querino de Oliveira, a teacher of 
music in the National Conservatory at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. He spoke no 
English; likewise, I knew not his native tongue, Portugese. We talked wholly 
in Esperanto. At the end of the three-day meeting in Washington uy South 
American friend desired to spend two days in New York City before sailing 
for home and asked me if I would accompany him to act as his interpreter, as 
he wanted to make some purchases there. I consented: we went to New York 
and for the whole time I was with him we conversed easily in Esperanto; it 
sufficed for all needs. I saw M. Oliveira off on his ship, “Vasari", and 
returned to Toledo. It was a strange feeling after his departure to revert 
to my mother tongue. For five full days I had spoken nothing but Esperanto 
with those who spoke no English. I had tested the language out thoroughly 
and can certify that there is absolutely no doubt as to its workability. 


One wonders with what facility the proceedings of say, the United Nations 
could be carried on today with the use of a neutral, international language 
instead of “placing reliance upon dozens of translators and interpreters 
with consequent unavoidable delays and misunderstandings. The First World: 
War seems to have severely injured the international language movement, altho 
in recent months there seems to be a recrudescence of interest in it. 
Apparently the world is not yet ready for it, just as it is not ready for 
calendar reform or 4 world union of nations. 


MARRTAGE 


During the year 1909 on one of ny trips to Chicago Junction I met a 
young lady by the name of Mabel Andrews who was employed as clerk in the 
local post office together with my annt, Lillie Shanks, under Postmaster 
Otis Sykes. Similarity of employnent created mutual interest and it was not 
long before I began calling at the Andrews home on West Pearl Street. Mabel 
.was the second daughter of Samuel P. and Elizabeth (Long) Andrews. The 
father was @ well known contractor of the town and had during ~.previous 
years run a sawnill back of his home. The Andrews family is of Scotch-Irish 
descent, as is the Long family who came to Greenfield township in Huron 
County from Pennsylvania about the year 1815. In 1910 I became engaged to 
Miss Andrews and our wedding day was set for July 18, 1911. In ny many trips 
to and from Chicago Junction (now Willard) I made use of the Lake Shore 
Electric Railway to Norwalk and thence via the newly-built Sandusky, NoBwalk 
& Mansfield electric line to Newman's Corners where a spur line took me the 
rest of my way. 

On one occasion in 1908 during such a trip a severe ice storm descend- 
ed on the district east of Fremont which made it impossible for the electric 
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cars to run for the reason that ice an inch thick froze on the trolley 
wite. We could go no further than Clyde where all passengers were let off. 
I anda few others entered a restaurant to get supper; my table mate was a 
fine looking gentleman who was very sociable. Thus the time of waiting 
passed pleasantly. I succeeded by a later car in getting as far as Monroe- 
ville but as the storm continued all efforts to move cars further were aban- 
doned. I had perforce to spend the night in an old hotel at the railroad 
crossing and did not succeed in finishing my journey until the next day 
when a B. & QO. train from Sandusky took me to the Junction. At a later day 
learned that the gentleman with whom I ate supper at Clyde was George 
Brant, a relative of the Andrews family. 


The day before the wedding I went to stay at my fiancee's home as guest 
in order to be on hand and ready for the festivities next day. ‘The wedding 
ceremony was set for 12 o'clock, to be followed immediately by dinner. Pres- 
ent were members of the bride's family, my Aunt Lillie Shanks and a friend 
of Mabel's, Miss Marian Butler. The officiating minister was Rev. David 
Dempster of the local Presbyterian Church, who duly presented the vows and 
read the service that united two lives henceforth. The ceremony ‘completed 
the bride and groom together with all present sat down to a bounteous 
dinner which consisted of roast chicken and all that went with it to make 
& real wedding feast. We had planned to leave for Toledo early in the 
afternoon and to this end my father had arranged with Perry Immel to take us 
to New Washington in his new Overland automobile,where we would board a 
Pennsylvania train for the city. Suspecting that the girls would give us 
a sendoff in the way of a bombardment of old shoes and rice, we had Mr.: 
Immel drive into the alley back of the house and at once made a quick get- 
way via the rear; not quick enough, however, but that we were discovered 
and left amid a shower of rice. Mr. Ancrews. ycCcompanied us to New Wash- 
ington. Arrived in Toledo we had supper at the Hotel Jefferson and then 
repaired to my mother's home on Norwood Avenue. 


Shortly before my marriage hearing that a house two doors from our 
home was for Sale I saw the owner, Mrs. Millie Robinson who lived nearby, 
end completed an agreement for purchase. This was to be my home of the 
future. Through a co-operative effort of my mother, brothers and myself 
the old place at 1112 Norwood Avenue was sold to her. Here she lived until 
the tine of her death in March, 1920. . 

In 1913 I took up the study of stenography, as it became evident that 
it would be of advantage to me in my postal work. This was to be a job of 
self teaching. After I had acquired the theoretical part of the art, many 
an hour of practice succeeded. It was drill, drill and more drill, with ny 
wife dictating the text to me which I would take down in shorthand, then read 
back to her. This was the Barnes-Pitman system. The stenographic knowledge 
thus so laboriously gained I used for the next few years, first in ny assign- 
ment as clerk to the superintendent df mails and later as secretary to the 
Postmaster. Upon the resignation of Ralph Chapman as Postmaster's Secy. 
in 1918 I was given his assignment under the then postmaster, George F. 
Parrish and on the latter's retirement under his successor, Geo.W. Lathrop. 
In connection with my purely stenogrephic duties in the postmaster's office 
I also served as local secretary of the U. S. Civil Service Board, looked 
after the office files and handled clains for loss or damage of insured 
parcels. During World War I these duties were expanded to include those of 
labor agent and registrar of alien females for the Government. These were 
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tines of stress and application for all Federal employees. There was a 

great need for office help throughout the departmental service of the Govern- 
ment, especially for stenographers, and the local examiners had instructions 
to hold a civil service exanination whenever an applicant presented himself. 
The Postmaster was ex-officio custodian of the Post Office Building. His 
essistant was an old German named Blasius Zepf who in early manhood had 

left his native land to escape arny service and enigrated to America. Zepf 
had charge of the janitor force and looked after repairs and supplies for 

the building. He was efficient and well liked, was quite a character, lov- 
ing his joke and calling his friends "Hornfee" and "Schindsr-Honas". About 
the year 1921 he retired end with his wife made a trip to his native land 
where he took sick and died; and now lies buried in the soil of the Fatherland. 
Zepf's work as Asst. Custodian was taken over by Earry Fuller, the present 
incumbent. While in the office of the Postmaster the clerical work in con- 
nection with the building maintenance devolved upon me. In 1920 upon the 
resignation of Asst. Supt. of Mails Joseph Eger, Postmaster Lathrop appoint- 
ed ne to the vacancy. My new broadened duties consisted of general super- 
vision of clerical and other postal employees during ny tour of duty, under 

a superior, the mail superintendent, who was responsible to the Postnuaster 
for the conduct of the Division of Mails as a whole. I continued in this 
assignment for several years or until the onset of the Great Depression, 
which created problems for the Post Office Department as well as for citizens 
generally. 


During this period from my marriege up to the early part of the 1930 
decade life on the whole flowed smoothly for me. I continued to live at 
1104 Norwood Avenue in the old west end. Our first child, a boy, was born 
in Willard, Ohio, on Nov. 20, 1912 in the old Andrews homestead whither the 
happy expectant mother had gone some weeks before to await the event. Our 
first born was named Gordon Andrews Blaine and the "officiating" attendant 
was ny father, Dr. Harry G. Blaine. In 1937 Gordon was riarried to Esther, 
aqaughter of Theodore J. and Verna (Waggoner) Hetrick, of Toledo. ‘They have 
daughters Carol Lee, Nancy Jean and Sandra Ann. Our second child, a girl, was 
naned Mary Elizabeth, familiarly called Betty. She is married to Robert J., 
Son of Adam and Elizabeth (Wey) Bobel, of Haskins, Ohio. ‘They have sons: 
Robert John II, David Ralph, Ronald Gordon and Frederick Philip. Betty's 
birth date is April 20, 1914. Our third child,..Robert Eugene Blaine, was 


born Feb. 9, 1919. He is married to Joyce, daughter of Norris and Edna (Cordahl) 
Eliwanger, of Minneapolis,,Minn. They have one son, Roger Eugene, age l= yrs. 


RETIREMENT FRON POSTAL SERVICE 


With the advancing severity of the depression the postal business de- 
clined in proportion; and with the continued drop in receipts it became evident 
that some measures would have to be taken to put the overmanned postal function 
on a sounder basis. Hence in 1933 Congress passed the so-called "Economy" 
law (which. pertained solely to the Post Office Department and was temporary 
in its operation) by the provisions of which the Departnent was authorized to 
retire certain employees selected from those who already had to their credit 
30 or more years' service. The option of a voluntary retirement was presented 
to these employees, but as this expedient did not produce the desired number 
of separations the Department then had recourse to another method: a survey 
was condikcted in the larger post offices to select additional names to make 
up the required quota. It thus came about that I together with a group of 
several other employees was directed to retire at the end of business on Dec. 
31, 1933. | 
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I had served the Government to that time for 32 years and 8 months and 

did not then feel that it was just to thus summarily retire one with but 

two weeks' notice, in face of the fact thet one's affairs were not planned 
with such en end in view. I therefore joined with others affected in a 
protest to the Postmaster General at Washington seeking to have our cases 
reconsidered and the ordered retirements set aside. We also sought the 
intercession of our National Association of Supervisory Postal Buployees. 
However, all measures were in vain: the decree, a pert of the New Deal plans 
and measures, stood. 

It is a fact that there was a certain latitude allowed local post- 
masters in the selection of the "victims" of directed retirements; but 
in the local case a newly-appointed chief officer seemed all at sea and 
no assistance could be expected from that source. Also, it is not beyond 
the bounds of belief that in my particular case there was a taint of office 
politics in the matter. 

During this trying time I had the sustaining faith of family and 
friends, without which the future would indeed have appeared dark. Con- 
science was clear and said in unmistakable terms: "Have you not done your 
best; continue to do so." 

I must perforce adjust myself to the new conditions thus suddenly 
brought to view. 

How inscrutable are the ways of Fate! Had I but known it my abrupt 
separation from the postal service was a blesssing in disguise. A new and 
better era was about to open for me, to enrich and broaden my views of life. 


A FUTURE IS SOUGHT 


At this particular time it was a difficult matter to find a job of any 
kind. I composed a letter, set it up in type and printed it, Sending a 
copy to many local mercantile concerns presenting to them the advantages of 
having in their organization a man familiar with postal classifications and 
offering myself as a candidate for a job. No dice! Of the nearly 100 
letters sent out, I received acknowledgments from but three concerns. 

One hot day in the summer of 1934 I learned that cherry pickers were 
being hired at the Farnsworth Fruit Farms near Waterville, Ohio. To have 
Something to do I decided to go up to the orchards with my son Robert and pick 
cherries for the day. We invested 50¢ in gasoline for our automobile, ap- 
plied for employment as pickers, were hired and taken out to the grounds 
where we were instructed how to go about our duties. We were to be paid 2¢ 
per quart for fruit picked;*with stems on. Late that afternoon, tired from 
our day's steady work, we were presented with 56 cents in payment. Counting 
our gas expense we had 6 cents profit to show for our day's effort. 


SERVICE WITH THE STATE OF OHIO 


One day in the corridor of the Lucas County Court House I happened to. 
read over a list of forthcoming Ohio State civil service exaninations for po-~ 
Sitions in the State capital. Among those listed was an examination for 
clerical positions paying $1000 per year. I filled out an application, sent 
it to Columbus and duly took the test in October, 1934. About November 10th 
I received notice that I had been appointed to a clerkship in the newly- 
organized Division of Aid for the Aged,(cormmonly called "01d age pension") 
end was instructed to report for duty to the chief of that division in the 
State Office Building on November 16th. At that time the division chief was 
Mr. Henry J. Berrodin. 
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I was assigned to work in the filing section and later put in charge 
of it. My assistant in this work was Mr. Harmon Frank. 

In the latter part of 1933 there was being organized a State retirement 
system for employees which I joined. 

As may be realized by one never before separated from family and friends, 
at a critical period of the depression L founda my new life in the State cap- 
ital lonesome. It was my custom to make a trip home every two weeks; but 
it was the intervening weekend that "tried one's soul". However, with the 
generous interest of old friends whom I found living in Columbus, notably 
Mrs. Mae Rhineberg and her family and my cousin, Mrs, Celia Ohl, the time 
passed pleasantly and tolerably. Mrs. Ohl was the Celia Robb with whose 
family I had visited in Canton during the course of my century run bicycle 
trip in 1898. Most gratefully remembered are the good Sunday dinners I 
enjoyed during the period of my "exile", both at her home and that of Mrs. 
Rhineberg and her daughter. Mr. Chas. F. Ohl, husband of Cousin Celia, was 
at that time Assistant State's Attorney. Their home was pleasantly situated 
in Upper Arlington. 


While working in Columbus I learned through Mrs. Rhineberg that my old 
classmate, J. Wesley Bower, was a resident there but I did not succeed in 
Contacting him during my sojourn. In the spring of 1935 I took State civil 
Service tests for various positions, such as clerk in the office of the Tax 
Commission and Claim Examiner and Investigator in.the Division of Aid for 
the Aged. In each of these examinations I succeeded in attaining an eligible 
average grade; and although I probably could have secured an appointment in 
Columbus preferred, if that were possible, to secure a transfer to the Lucas 
County Aid for Aged office as Investigator so that I could rejoin ny family. 
This project with the generous assistance of George W. Lathrop, former Post- 
master and my superior in the Post Office and who was then one of the County 
Commissioners, came to pass. Thus on August 16, 1935, I cormenced my duties 
as Investigator in the Lucas County office of the Division of Aid, then 
located in the Court House, which work occupied me for the next eight years. 


I wish it were possible here to mention the names of all my co-workers 
in the Columbus office. All without exception were fine people assembled 
from various parts of the State to administer the new Aid for the Aged law. 

A fine spirit of fellowship prevailed and many good wishes for success 
followed me in my new assignment, for all of which I am very grateful. As 
for the details of the work of investigator in this department of the State 
service, a volume could be written. This is not the time nor place for such. 
A separate history would be needed to tell the many stories of tragedy, near 
tragedy and suffering encountered during the course of our work. On the 
other hand, may we not also remark the many pleasing scenes enacted before 
our eyes when we witnessed the joy of some old person who sufdenly on receipt 
of the first State aid check, realized that perhaps after all life was really 
worth living? 

What can one say of the case where after weeks of waiting for the ex- 
pected check, human nature at last apparently could stand no more and a bullet 
ended everything? What irony: the check arrived next day! 

What of the elderly daughter who for fifteen years had cared for a bed- 
fast mother as for a child, only to finally lose heart from the slavery, loss 
of sleep and discouragenent, then end the hopeless existence with a suicide's 
dose? Again the irony: in two months the aged parent died! 

The daily work of an investigator required that one go to all parts of 
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Lucas County and the City of Toledo to contact or interview applicants 

for Aid or their relatives, to make verifications et cetera. Thus 

was gained a wide knowledge of the roads of the county and the city streets. 
Toledo investigators were asSigned to districts within which each operated 
unless occasionally or temporarily assigned elsewhere. One's particular 
district might be in the slums or in the "silk stocking" part of the city. 
During my early years in the work in Lucas County I operated in a section of 
Toledo inhabited by low incore groups of different racial origins. It was. 
sometimes laughable to see when, in looking for a certain person there and 
being told that he was not in, how soon he was produced whe the nature of 


your errand was disclosed. I recall once going into a barber shop in search 
of a man to whom I had been directed there, when on inquiring of the barber 
for him was told: "Hain't seen him, nohow!" "Well", said I, "that's too 


bad; maybe after all he won't get that pension he's after." Immediately a 
shuffling of feet was heard, a door opened and my quarry emerged from the 
back room where he had been engaged in shooting craps! 


One of the most interesting parts of an investigator's work was in 
unearthing needed proofs of age or citizenship for applicants who lacked them. 
It is required under the Ohio law that persons applying for Aid must have 
attained the age of 65 and be American citizens. Many do not have the proofs 
,at hand, in which case it becomes necessary in order to advance their clain 
to try to "dig up" said proofs from some kind of available record: birth, 
marriage, school, institution, insurance or other. In many cases birth rec- 
ords are used, especially if the applicant was baptized a Catholic or a Luth- 
erap, as these churches maintain good records. Cour¥ House records of 
marriage assist greatly as, since about the year 1899 the ages of applicants 
for licenses are by law recorded, as well as places of birth. Sometimes our 
means of arriving at proofs of age and citizenship were curious, such as: 


A gravestone giving the date of death of a parent could prove 
that a child was over a certain age. 

fn old newspaper article might disclose where a person was 
born, thus proving citizenship. 

Old city directories sometimes list a person's neme far enough 
back to prove him now over 65. 

Criminal or prison records usually give the ages of inmates 
on adnittance, as do likewise State institutions. 

Probate Court records show ages of wards in guardianship cases. 

Some Southern fartiilies still preserve birth books of slaves. 


I recall a oase where it becane necessary to prove an applicant's citi- 
zenship by that of her husband. In the course of the investigation it de- 
veloped that the husband had been killed by a burglar ahout 50 years before 
and as the widow's story was told me I began to realize that here was a case 
I had heard about at the time it happened in 1892. ‘The grocery store of 
one August Redding in West Toledo was being burglarized regularly and one 
night, lying in wait for the marauder, Mr. Redding encountered him at the 
door; in the scuffle that ensued he received a pistol shot in the groin, 
dying the next day, Dr. C. S. Miller, with whom our family had stayed 
while awaiting the arrival of household goods from Attica in 1891, was 
called to attend the dying man. I remembered hearing my parents discussing 
the case at the tine. A reference to files of The Toledo Blade for 1892 
preserved in the Toledo Public Library told the whole story and in its 
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account of the tragedy stated that the murdered man was born in West Toledo. 
Being a native born citizen, his wife was likewise a citizen; thus the 
needed proof was at hand. 


Among associates in the Lucas County Aid for Aged office: in 1935 were: 


Nida P. Bell, Manager; Ella Regan, files; T. F. Jasinski, legal con- 
sultant; Mary O'Brien (now Bodenstedt), Ruth Weaver, S. D. Scanlon, 
Isabella Grimm, Linus R. North, Earl Cavansugh, Irene Swiatek, invest- 
igators; Florence Cassidy, claim examiner; Marian Flwell, Laura Hos- 
feld, Fred Haas, investigators. 


C continued my work here until October 1, 1943, when I retired after 
nearly 9 years of service for the State of Ohio. Memories remain with me 
of steady application to duty, of courtesy and help of co-workers and of a 
most interesting period of my life. 


I ENTER THE BUSINESS WORLD 


I had considered that this, my second retirement, was final and that 
henceforth I should lead more or less the "life of Reilly". But how unex- 
pected are the dictates of Fate. In the latter part of January, 1944, I 
received a telephone call from the law offices of Marshall, Melhorn, Wall 
& Bloch, Nicholas Building, Toledo, offering me the job of messenger. I 
had an interview with the chief clerk, Miss Gertrude Reswick, duly consider- 
ed the matter, decided to accept the offer and on February 1, 1944 entered 
the employ of this large legal firm. My duties in the main consisted of 
performing the outside errands or commissions of the various attorneys of 
the office; doing the banking; delivering legal papers to county courts and 
offices; to Federal offices and elsewhere. The care of outgoing mail 
devolved upon me--a most familiar and agreeable duty--one that I had sought 
in vain after ny retirement from the Post Office at the end of 1933. 


Mr. Edwin J.: Marshall, one of the best known Toledo attorneys, had 
surrounded himself with men of the best legal talent of Lucas County. There 
was much activity in the office, of a sort to which I had been unaccustomed 
in my previous years in the business world. There was a large force of 
Stenographers, clerks and secretaries. A pleasant and interesting phase of 
my new dutiés was the verjfying of written texts of the typists and stenog- 
raphers. The general office atmosphere was agreeable--of activity and good 
fellowship. Everybody without exception was most kind and helpful. Working 
conditions were pleasant. After 4% years' service with the Marshall firm 

decided that. perhaps I had workéd long enough, having started when a small 
lad to make my own way. This consideration coupled with the wishes of ny 
fanily impelled me on August 15, 1948, to turn in my resignation. I brought 
with me in retirement memories of most pleasant associations in the. business 
world I had just left. 


AFTERWARDS 


The first question that confronts © man newly retired, after the first 
few days of rest have passed, is: what to engage in to pleasantly and prof- 
itably pass the time? One can sit quietly in the old armchair, twicdling 
the thunbs; or, if one is of an active nature and usod to doing things, he 
can as nearly as possible naintain tho regular tempo of his life, though 
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in a reduced degree geared to his then physical condition, to which he must 
perforce subscribe. Thus it came about that with an opportunity at last 
presented, I felt that it would be both interesting and desirable for me to 
put on record some of the happenings of my life, for the benefit of my child- 
ren and perhaps for the entertainment of a few relatives and friends. The 
writer's thoughts often turn to the old home town of Attica and he has many 
times regretted that no one during the past has undertaken the writing of its 
history; and while he has neither the capacity nor widespread knowledge 
necessary for the proper performance of such a task, nevertheless feels that 
the recording of these random thoughts may prove of some utility if it should 
Stimulate a desire on the part of others to take up the pen for such a 
purpose, 


During the year 1933 the writer issued a booklet of a genealogical nature 
entitled "Some Ancestors and Descendants of Avery Leonard, of Seneca County, 
Ohio". The research in connection with this work Stimulated a desire for a 
greater knowledge of his own ancestry and those of allied families. Thus in 
recent years these genealogical quests have been sporadically pursued as a 
diverting hobby and much knowledge gained thereby, notably of the Shanks, 
the Sherrets and the Helwig families as well as his own anda the Leonard's, 
as mentioned above. 


Another delightful occupation in these latter days after retirement 
from active business is found in the collection and repair of antique clocks 
and watches, We first became interested in this subject some 15 years ago 
with the chance purchase in a pawnshop of an old English verge watch. The 
science of horology is most absorbing and the successful acquirement of speci- 
mens of antique workmanship proves as exciting as any treasure hunt ever was. 
The true collector delights in finding some old "wreck" and to restore it to 
its original condition. In such an avocation one finds relaxation and pleas- 
ure, at the same time satisfying that sense of mechanics with which in a 
small degree he was perhaps imbued from birth. 


Truly, as someone has said, "Tempus Vitam Regit"; which freely translated 
is: Time Rules Our Lives. 


To all friends who assisted.in the preparation of these memoirs m y 
hearty thanks are here expressed. ‘ 


-—- O —--+ 
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Cook, Dr. R. G. 
Crabbs, Rev. C. N. 
" habel 
Cripplc; The 
Crossley, Ed. 
Croxton, Enna 
Curricr, Da*sy 


Dalton, Ohio 

Davis, Elmor F, 
Dayton, Ohio 

D. & C. Linea 

Devey, Admixal 
Divorce 

Doyle, Tim 

Dueber watch factory 


East Jordan, Mich, 

" Palestine, Ohio 
Taton, Mabel 
Ebersole, Daisy 
Electric lights, Attica 
Elevator operator 
Indslow, Maude 

: 5 RD 

Ernest, Dr. Ralph 
Examinations, postal 


Fairmont, Va. 
Farnsworth divorce case 
Father returns to Attica 
Fisk, Sem T. 
Fitch residence 
Florence Flat 
Force, Bertha 
" Dr enC eet. 
Ford, Herold 
Forrer, Samuel 
4 Street 
Fort Meigs 
Frantz, Blanche 
Frederick Street 
Fremont, Ohio 
Friecley, Ed. 
Us Dess 
" Grace 
Funk, lLirs. 


Gambeo, Tid. 

0 Cash Store 
Gates, Iaith 

" Say 

Ws Vm. 
Gay Nineties 
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IX 


G. A. R. Encampment 
Gibson House 

Gilks, Bob 

Girl, lirs. Christian 
Goner, Ym. 

Goose Point 
Graduation 

Gray, Eva 

Green, Sib 

Greiner, Chris 
Grischott, Simon 


Hall, Albcrt 


v Mayne 
Halloran, tm. 
Hamilton, George 

y Stewart 
Hannin, Father &. 
Harman, Dan 

a Dr. Vim. 
Harrison, Gen. W. H. 
Hathaway, Ralph 
Hawk, Frank 


" Nellie 
Heabler, Hade 
hi liina 
ke Orv 
id Stella 
a Valter 
Hearson, Mary 
" R. UA 


Heidelberg College 
Hessville, Ohio 
High School 
Hobson, Richmond P. 
Hoffman, Ella 

Weta ODT 
Hogan, John 
Hoghe, Pear] 
Hoke & Myers 


" Johnny 
Holmes, Frank fF. 
Holt, Edwin 


Hotel office, Madison 
Huffman, J. Ross 
Hunzinger, Rudy 


Indiana Avenue 

Wg House 
Ingersoll, Robt. G. 
Irish Hill 
Itinerary, bicycle trip 


Jefferson, Joseph 
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Kalamazoo, Mich, 


Kaufman, Ernest C. 64,68, 70 
» E. M. 68 

" Doris 68 

u Maria Cory . 68 

n Samuel F. 68,77 
Ketcham, Geo. H. 60 
Kent, Oliver 65 
Kiefer, R. J. T1383 
Kimmel. Forest J. 64,68,69,77 
King, Mahlon M. 58,59 
¥ Philip 78,83 
Klair, Zora 64 
Kiskadden, Dr. 55 
Knapp, Frank 82 
" "History of Maumee Valley" 56 
Knient.. Dr sae we 65 
Konopak, Supt. 52 
Kreuch, Robert 61 
LaBelle Fatima 51 
Land anchor 81 
Latin 76 
Lebold drug store 65 
" Grace 78 

w John F. P 84 

" Rolla 58,59,78 

" Roy 64 
Leetonia, Ohio 73 
Leland, Grace Michener 70 
Lemoyne, Ohio 71 
Lepper, Ab. F. 77 
4 Bert 78 

" Loll 75,77 
Lemmon, Fatty rf 61 
ay Judge Reuben C. 63 
Libe, Henry 80 
Lines, toll 80 
Lodi, Ohio we 73 
Lorain, Ohio 78 
Lowe, Bess fi 
"Chester 77,78 
"Gordon 78 
"Vera 78, 80,82, 83 
Lucas, Mina (Heabler) 78 
Madison Hotel 5h. 
" resignation from service 58 
Mallett Bros. 85 
Manhattan HY. 
Manila Bay, Battle of 75 
Mann, Emma 64 
" Rose 64, 
Massillon, Ohio 72 


Maumee Bay 
" River 
" Valley electric line 
McClelland, C. Earl 
m Ward 
McGee, Anna May 
¥ Dennis 
y Esther 
McKinley-Bryan campaign 
eS hore 
” shot 
McLean family 
" Luella 
McLeary, Ed. 
McNamara, Agnes 
Methodist Church, Attica 
Meyer, Purdy V. 
MeYers, George 
e Nellie 
Miami & Erie Canal 
Michener, A. Homer 
n Belle (Strandler) 
ui Karl 
" family . 
" Harry V. 
" Mary M, 
Middle Grounds 
Miller, Grant 
Milner, W. L. store 
Monroe Piers, Mich. 
Monroeville, Ohio 
Monticello Hotel 
Morehouse, Alta 
“” Wo. H. 
Morris, Judge L. W. 
Morse, Samuel F. B. 
be Sidney 
Mundwiler, Haidee 
" Josie 
ul Will 
Myers, A.* J. 
n Carleton S. 
Ly Frank C, 
" Hartwell 
i Oscar J. 


Nagel Electric Co. 
National Soldiers Home 

New Haven, Ohio 

New London, Ohio 

New Washington, Ohio 

New telephone exchange 
Nesbit, Harley 

Northern Ohio Telephone Co. 
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57,58 
70 
35 


64,69,77,78 
64,69, 77 
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Norwalk, Ohio 
Nicknames 


Old Bowen 
Opera House 
Owen, Harry 


Penna. R. R. 
Perrysburg, Ohio 
Phillips, Rufus 
Photography 
Pitcuer's Band 
Pitcher, Ed. 
Plymouth, Ohio 
Port Clinton, Ohio 
Portage River 
Post cards 
Presidio, The 


Reedtown, Ohio 
Return bicycle trip 
Ringle, Fred G. 
Robb, Celia 
"family 
Rock, Dominic 
" Nicholas 
Roel'inger, Gottleib 
Roosevelt, Teddy 


Sain, Ezra 
Salem, Ohio 
Sampson, Admiral 
Santiago Harbor 
Saloons 
andusky & Columbus turnpike 

Lower 
Saturday nights 
Schaaf, Chas. 
Schley, Admiral olde 
Schottlar, Bess 

" Eva 

a Merritt 

a liittie 
Seipic, Gpic 
Seavolt, Willis 
Shanks farm 
Shercky w..- B 
Sherman, Geo. Jr. 

Harry B. 

" Lillie 

u Jacob 

n Tene 
Shiloh, Ohio 
Showalter, G. L. 


Silcox home 
Snaltz & Kaufman 
Smith, Grant 
Spanish-American War 
Spitzer Bldg. 
Stephenson, Cora 
Stevenson, Roc 
Stickney Avenue 
St. Patricks Church 
Strandler shop 
u dPoleEta 
Sutton, Lester 
on Lester Jr. 

ue Alva 

Switchboard, old 


Tackabury, Alice 


- Tanner, Belle 


Taylor, Effie 
Fred 
ee Wo. B. 

Telephones exchange 

Tiffin Road 

Tisdale, Lillie 

Toledo Fair — 

Toledo & Ohio Central R.R. 
nm Public Library 
"Railways & Light Co. 
"Terminal Ry. 
"Transfer Co. ; 
" Wabash & Western R.R. 

Toll lines 

Train riding 

Tucker, Wm. H. 

Tugboats 


Uhle, Albert 

" Roma 

deere ‘is sf=[et 

" Market 
Union Station, Toledo 
Urbana Street 


Valentine Theatre 
Velker, Mrs. Jos. 

n Lillian 
Vistula 
Volunteer Fire Dept. 


Wabash R. R. 

Walker, Rolla 

Wallace, C. B. 

Wheeling & Lake Erie R.R. 
Walton, Ed. 
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Waynesburg, Ohio 71 


Weavers Corners 70 
West's Drug Store 59 
West House, Sandusky 79 
Western Reserve & Maumee pike 70 
Whitney, Albert J. 62 
Wight, Mrs. C. T. 55 
Wilhelm, F. J. 85 
Willard, Ohio 62 
Wilson, Bert ae, 
Wirt, Rev. W. S. 84, 
Wisconsin Street 85 
Wise, Blanche 719 
t. 2Claude 82 

“. Maude 77 
Wolfert, Crissie 68 
" Etta (Fink) 68 

n Frod 68 

“4 Otto 68 
Wolff, Ernest L. 83 
Woodville, Ohio 70 
Woolson Spice Co. 62 
Wooster, Ohio 972,73 
Wright, Lillian 60,76 
Young Drug Store 61 
Young, Icie 7 
Youngpeter, John 59 


(End of Index Part II) 
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Abvair, Lucian 
Andrews, Elizabeth (Long) 
" Mabel 
" Samuel P. 
Ann Arbor R.R. 
Appointment, Aid for Aged 


" Asst. Supt. Mails 


Axline, Col. H. A. 


Bait casting 
Bartlett; £2 2: 
Barnes-Pitman shorthand 
Bell, Nida Pangle 
Berger, Clarence A. 
Berrodin, Henry J. 
Blade, Toledo Weekly 

a Printing & Paper Co. 
Blaine, Gordon A. 

Mary E. 

It Robert E. 
Blin, Miss M. 
Bobel, Adam 

" Catherine (Wey) 

" David R. 

" Frederick Philip 

= Robert J. 

sh " " rT 

Yi Ronald G., 
Bodenstedt, Mary 
Bohemian postoffice clerk 
Bolsheviks 
Bower, J. Wesley 
Bradley, Fred F. 
Brant, George 
Breaksr, Arthur 
British seperanto Assn. 
Brown, John 
Burman, Dr. Henry 

Yi Edward A. 
Bushnell, Gov. Asa S. 
Butler, Marian 


Cassiauy, Tlorence 
Cavaneugh, Earl 

Champion, Llewellyn 
Chapman, Ralph 
Chautauqua, N. Y. 

Cherry picking 

Clyde, Ohio 

Colombia, Senator of 
Custodian, Post Office 
Cuttings sent to Bulgaria 


1901-1950 

92 Davies, Daniel H. 

98 Day, Bernard L. 

98 Dempster, Rev. David 
98 DeOliveira, Querino 

90 Depression, The 
101 
100 Eads bridge 

88 Eastman, Robert L. 

Economy Law 

90 Eger, Joseph A. 

93 Elliott, Chas. F. 

99 Ellwanger, Joyce 
104 " Norris 

8&9 " Edna (Cordahl) 
101 Roger E. 

88 Esperanto 

89 Examinations, State 
100 Eydtkuhnen, E. Prussia 
100 . 
100 Fair Grounds, Tri State 
95 Fallen Timbers 

100 Farnsworth Fruit Farms 
100 Fernwood Avenue 
100 Fields, Tra 

100 Fisher, DeWitt 

100 Ford, Tom 

100 Fort Miami 
100 Frank, Harmon 

104 French-English study 
98 " student 

95 Frost, Ernie 
102 Fuller, Harry 

87 

99 Garn, driver mail wagon 
89 Gerold, Jake 

95 Gersman; Al. 

87 Gold, payment in 

&9 Greenfield Township 
92 Grimm, Isabella 

88 

99 Harman, Daniel 

id Harry 

104 W Dr. Wn. 

104 Heabler, Sheridan L. 
89 Hennen, John N. 

89 Hetrick, Esther 

94 8 Theodore J. 
101 n Verna (Waggoner) 
99 Hockenberger, The 

98 Holland, Fred 

100 

95 Ice storm 
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Iliev, Zachari; 
Immel, perry. 
Investigator Aid for Aged 


Jackson, John 

Jasinski, T. F. 

Jefferson Hotel 

Judit, Fred B. 

Justice of Peace, Venice Twp. 


u Nicholas 
King, Philip 
Klag, Jobn 
Knabenshue airship 
Fnights of Pythias 
Kolar Gold Fields, India 
Konopka, Enil 
Kuban Oblast (Department) 
Kubanja River 


Lake Shore Electric Ry. 
Langley's "Aerdrome" 
Lathrop, George W. 
Lebold, Grace (Mosteller) 
" John F. 
? Rolla 
. Sareh 
Letter, printed sent 
Little Turtle 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition 
Lucas County Court House 


Marriage 
Marshall, Edwin J. 
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Matzinger, Walter = 92 
Mayor of Attica, (H.G.Blaine) 90 
McMahon, Wn. 87 
Michigan Central R.R. 93 
Miller, Arnold 0. 87,89,92 

4 Dr. Claren S. 103 
Mississippi River 93 
Mohr, H. F. W. (Bill) 87,92 
Monroe Piers, Mich. 90 
Monroeville, Ohio 99 
Mowen, Alvah M. 89,92 
Murray, Hal F. 93 

" Bess (Willoughby) 93 
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Naval Reserves 88 
Neeb (mail wagon driver) 87 
New Post Office 91 
Newmans Corners 98 
New Washington, Ohio 99 
New York visit 98 
Nicholas Bldg. 104 
Noe, Dan 88 
North, Linus R. 104 
Norwalk, Ohio 98 
Norwood Ave. 89 
Oakwood Ave. &9 
Oates, James 88 
Office politics 101 
Ohl, Celia (Robb) 102 
Wo Ches cee 102 
Overland automobile 99 
Paper rack 88 
Pauken, Bert 87,88,92 
Pennsylvania R.R. 99 
Perkins, Lizzie A. 89 
Pernin shorthand 92 
Perry family &9 
Peternica, Bulgaria 95 
Pfeiffer's Restaurant 8&8 
Poe's "Descent into Maelstrom" 95 
Privat, Edmond 94 
Proofs age, etc. 103 
Propagation appletrees 95 
Furchase of home &9 
Rapids of Maumee 91 
Redding murder 103 
Regan, Ella 104 
Reswick, Miss Gertrude 104 
Retirement from Aid for Aged 104 
: " Marshall office 104 

a " Post Office 100,101 
Rhineberg, Mae 102 
Richardson family 89 
Rio de Janeiro 98 
Roads and streets 103 
Robb, Celia 102 
Robinson, Millie 99 
Rogers, Maude 92 
Rossman, Dad 87 
Saunders, Frank 92 
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Scheme studies 91 
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Shanks, Lillie 98,99 Young site for New Post Office 91 
Sharick 93 


Secretary to Postmaster 99 Zamanhof, Dr. L. L. 94,98 
Sherwood, Hon. Isaac R. 88 Zuke Lake 91 
Shorthand tests 92 
Single, Mrs. 89 
" Tillie 89 
Sixth International Congress 
of Esperanto 98 
Skidmore, Major F. 87 
Sandusky, Norwalk & Mansfield RR 98 
Soncrant, John B. W. 87,88 
Southard, Hon, James H. 92 
South Africa 98 
Spencer Seedless Apple 95 
Spitzer Bldg. 90 
State examinations 101 
" Office Building 101 
Stenographers 104 
Stenography 92 
St. Ladojskaya, Russia 95 
Swiatek, Irene 104 
Sykes, Otis 98 
Toledo, Ohio 99 
re Blade files 103 
Tolstoy, Leo 95 
Transfer to Lucas County 102 
Truxell, Jacob 93 
Turkey Foot Rock 91 
Turner, Roy W. 87,92 
United Nations, The 98 
Upton Ave. . 93 
U. S. Civil Service 92 
Vacations 90 : 
Van Liew, Ema 89 
Vasari, The §.S. pa 98 
Verifications 103 
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Wagner, A'bert B. 87 
Walther, Taeob 87 
Waterville, ohio 101 
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Weaver, Ruth 104 (End of Index) 
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MAP oF THRE 
NEIGHBORHOOD OF THE LEONARD “FARM 


The sketch map on the preceding page is based on a 
Series of diaries kept by the father of the writer, Harry G. 
Blaine, during the years from 1874 to 1884. The names of 
residents of the district are authentic as of these years. 


Verifications have been made by two former residents 
of the neighborhood now living: John E. Fink, now past 88 
years of age, and Chester Philhower, age 79, son of Elias 
Philhower who was a near neighbor of Wm. F. Leonard. John 
E. Fink was a son of John R. Fink, a prominent pioneer 
farmer and carpenter of Richmond Township. The Fink Family 
has long been identified with the affairs of the township, 
coming from Wayne County about the middie of the last century. 


The old road leading south from the Tiffin-New Haven 
Road across Honey Creek and on which was situated the orig- 
inal Leonard home, was closed in 1903. Its course is marked 
by @ line of old hedge fence. 


The notes on Old Attica reveal the names of some resi- 
dents there during the years 1876 to 1878. Likewise, the 
list of names of certain persons mentioned in the diaries 
shows many residents of Venice, Richmond and Norwich Town- 
Ships during the same period. See pages at end of book. 


Toledo, Qhio 
August, 1950 HARRY S. BLAINE 
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ste Wyte 
- NOTES ON OLD ATTICA 

Gleaned from Diaries of Harry G. Blaine 
1876-78 


~O~ 

First issue of the "Attica Journal" printed April 5, 1876, at 9:40pm 
by C. W. Clough, assisted by Harry G. Blaine who learned the printer's trade 
in Pittsburgh, Pa., in 1874. The first issue of the Journal was dated April 
6, 1876. Blaine worked in Clough's office all day on both days, April 4th 
and 5th, preparing for and printing the first paper. While in town he stay- 
ed at the home of Maurice Moore on South Main Street where his sister Flla 
lived. 


Maurice Moore came to Venice Township in 1834 and acquired a valuable farm 
of 160 acres which he sold in 1868. In 1866 he acquired a tract of 20 acres 
of land adjacent to the town of Attica, two acres with a house being within the 
village corporation. Mrs. Hannah Moore, nee Davies (or Davis), was a native 


of Cardiganshire, South Wales. Mr. and Mrs. Moore were the parents of Marg- 
aret J. Leonard (Mrs. W. F.) and of Sarah L. Huffman (Mrs. J. W.) who was the 


= ree eee 


mother of Bianche, Icedore, Ashley J. and Ross. 


eres em tert 


Hotels doing business in Attica in 1876 were: The AYRES HOUSE, corner of 
Main and East Tiffin Streets, and The OHIO HOUSE on Rast Tiffin Street near 
the Wm. King residence and cooper shop. Wm. Pitcher was proprietor of the 
Ohio House waich burned down in the big fire of 1889. 


David Fink appears to have been a resident of Attica in 1876, as was also 
David Boyle whose house Harry Blaine painted in the spring of that year (May 


31st); entry as follows: 


"After breakfast at the Ohio House went to work for 
D. A. Boyle on the house that G. H. Hamilton lives in." 


From the foregoing we note that G. H. Hamilton was a resident of Attica 
in 1876. 


William Harmen, dentist, was practicing in Attica in 1876 as proved by 
Several entries in diaries*regarding dental work done for Blaine. 


In 1876 Ella Blaine, sister of Harry G., was living in the home of 
Maurice and Hannah Moore on South Main Street. She had made her home with the 
Moore family since 1861 when she and her brother, Harry G. Blaine, were brought 
from Cadiz, Harrison County, Ohio, by Hannah E. Moore (later Philhower) to 
Venice Township. Hannah E. Philhower was the mother of Chester Philhower, of 
Willard, Ohio. 


May Neikirk in 1876 was a resident in or near Attica. 
In the same year Simeon Decker was living in Norwich Township, Huron 


County, where he was farming. He later became a resident of Attica. Among 
other residents of Norwich Township were: 
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Ezra Pruden "Tip" Post Jesse Clark 
J. B. Robinson M. Wurts Chas. Ebinger 
J. Ball Mrs. Hattie Fackler Couch family 


Israel Roop was in business in Attica in 1876, as in that year H. G. B. 
bought a diary of him. J. R. Strandler was there in the hardware business. 
Fred H. Steigmeyer was apparently in the clothing business, as in 1876 H. G. B. 
bought an overcoat of him. In the second story of the Steigmeyer building 
was located the first Attica Journal office. 


Other names and events in year 1876: 


Arthur Willoughby was living on his farm in Norwich Township, Huron Co. 
He later became a resident of Attica with home on North Main Street. 

On Sept. 26 there was a political speech in the village by Dr. Norton. 

John Cronister was living on the "Ola Priggle Farm" 4 miles west of Attica. 

In October V. Jay Hills, in the 1880's a photographer or "artist" in 
Attica, was living in Plymouth, Ohio, selling insurance. 

In November Harry G. Blaine was engaged in painting on the "new" United 
Brethren parsonage on Eden Street in Attica. 

During this year Josiah W. Huffman was farming in Venice Township near 
Pisgah (Swamp) Church. He moved to Attica about 1885, building a brick 
residence which is the present Kaufman home on East Tiffin Street. 

In November Chase & Low were conducting on Eden Street an enterprise 
called The Attica Nurseries. Tae. 

On March 9 H. G. Blaine bought in Attica of "Dougherty" 1 pair boots. 

On Sept. 30, of C. H. Sherman, 1 silk hat. The following for 1877: 

On Jan. 18 H.G.B. delivered to S. Shotler in Attica 1 load wood. 

On Feb. 20 " 1 attended a public sale at V. A. Michener's, about 
5 miles SE of Attica. 

During this year Mark Crow was living on a farm about 2 miles east of 
Attica on the Tiffin Road. Phene Crow also lived here and at one time 
conducted a class in music. On July 2, 1877, she gave a musical concert in 
the U. B. Church in Attica which H.G.B. attended. 

On April 20 H.G.B. made a call on Mr. T. A. Low. 


On July 2 nou said: "Attica...will have a fair in Sept. next." 
On June 18 " "bought a sewing machine {Wilson No. 9) of Duglass 


Gilmer, son of J. Gilmer. 

OnsApril: 4.°H.G.B: Called Dr. Barber, of Attica, to the Leonard home 
by reason of sickness. 

On July 16 H.G.B. bought of H. Schaaf, of Attica, one skeleton (or 
light sulky). 

On July 29, "1 attended Methodist Church services in the U. B. 
Church in Attica. (It will be noted that the church of the Methodist Prot- 
estant congregation was being built during the summer and fall of 1877. HSB) 

On Aug. 4 H.G.B. went to Attica and "went up to Clough's (Journal) 
office and was figuring on the value of his office till 11." (It was about 
this time that the paper was sold to Dr. J. C. Myers. HSB) 

On Aug. 10 H.G.B. hauled up a load of wood for Clough. 


On Aug. 17 "" went up to Attica to get medicine of Dr. Denham, 

On Aug. 18 " " went to see "J. Bird on old Seed farm near Attica." 
(Probably Jerry Burd, a thresher. HSBJ 

On Sept. 1 "on got grist at mill in Attica. 


On Oct. 11 and 12 H.G.B. worked all day in the printing office 
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On Oct. 16 H.G.B. "went uptown to see Dr. Myers." Next day he attended 
the Attica Fair which he described as "remarkably good." 
On Oct. 23, 26, 27 and 29 he worked in the printing office full time 


each day. 


On Nov. 20 he came from Attica Station at 12:30pm to attend a trial for 
larceny in Attica. | 
On Jan. 6, 1878, appears the following entry: 


"The M. P. Church, Attica, Ohio, built this last summer, 
dedicated today." 


On Jan, 21, 1878, W. F. Leonard purchased of Alfred Fink an unfinished 
house on 3 acres of land previously sold by him (Leonard) to Fink, situated on 


the NW corner of the Leonard farn. 


This. house was taken over and finished by 


Harry G. Blaine during the year 1878 and he made his home here until his re- 
moval to Reedtown, Ohio, in 1882 when he started out practicing medicine. 
Lumber to complete the house was bought in Attica at the sash and door fac- 


tory of Bemenderfer, Ebersole & Co. 
, 1878, H.G.B. attended a "horse lecture by Prof. Smith in Attica." 
On July 4, 1878, "1" n 
On Sept. 14, 1878, "1" 


On May 


Gibson. 


Asire, D. 
Ball, Joseph 
Barrel, Mrs. 
Beamer, John 
Bishop, Samuel 
Cahill, Ad. 


Carrick. L.A; 
Cole, B. F. 


Dilnois School 
"Daily Star" 


Eversole, V. 


Ebinger, C. 


Fink, Alfred 


Fink, Daniel 


Fink, John R. 


(The old "rake factory"?) 


&@ Fourth of July celebration in Attica. 
heerd a political speech in Attica by Gen. W. H. 


SOME NAMES AND PLACES MENTIONED IN THE 


DIARIES 
An undertaker living in Fostoria, Ohio, in August, 1875. 


Farmer living in Norwich Township, Huron Co., 1875. 

Wife of Moses Barrel, a farmer of Richmond Twp., Huron Co. 
Farmer of Richmond Twp. Son of Mathias Beamer. 

Resident of Huron County, Ohio. 


Sometimes known as Ad. Pearch. Lived in Richmond Twp. with 
Abraham and Hannah Pearch. 

Fellow-student at Northwestern Normal School at Fostoria,1875. 
Farmer in Norwich Twp., Huton Co., 1875. 


In Norwich Township; probably same as Decker School. 
Daily newspaper of Tiffin, Ohio, 1875. 


Valentine Ebersole, a farmer of Richmond Township, living 
near the Seneca County line. 

Farmer in Richmond Twp. on road to Shanks, near Willoughby 
School. 


Carpenter of Venice Twp., Seneca Co.; son of Old John R. Pink 
and brother of Dave, Jacob and Dan Fink. Bought 2 acres of 
land from W. F. Leonard and built (commenced) a house which 
he sold to W.F.L. early in 1878. Fink soon after moved to 
Attica where he had an interest in the planing mill. Father 
of Chas. Fink, of Willard, Ohio. The Fink family came to 
Huron County from Orrville, Wayne County about 1858. 

Brother of Alfred. A resident of Attica from the 1880's. 
Father of George and Lora Fink (Sutton), of. Attica. 

Prominent farmer and carpenter of Richmond Township, living 
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Hanes, John 


Harsh, Geo. 


Jones, J. V. 


Leonard, Avery 
" Jonathan 


. W.F. 


Link, F. 
Lyons, John 


McKibben, J. 

Mills & Bro. 

Neikirk, D.J. 
43 Byron 


Northwestern 
Normal School 


Pearch, Abr. 


Philhower, 
Elias 


Podunk School 
Post, Tip 


Pruden, Ezra 


Quincy, B. La- 
probe 


Resh, Rev. 


Close to Union Bethel Church. Father of numerous children: 
Alfred, Jacob, Daniel, David, John E., etc. 


A farmer living at Base Line road and Columbus and Sandusky 
pike. 


Resident of Independence, Wyandot Co., Ohio. Died; was 
buried Sept. 12, 1875. 


Proprietor "Fostoria Review", 1875. 


Rev. A. H. Leonard, of Delphi, Ohio, near Greenwich, 1875. 
Brother of Wm. FP. and Avery H. Leonard. Youngest of the 
Leonard boys. Married Eliza Sheeley. 

Samuel Hootman Leonard, oldest of the Leonard boys; prominent 
Venice Twp. farmer; lived on old Avery Leonard farm. 

Finley Leonard, foster-father of Harry G. Blaine. Prominent 
Venice Twp. farmer and horse-breeder. Member U.B. congrega- 
tion at Bethel Church. 


Farmer in Norwich Twp., Huron Co. 
Sexton Bethel Church. Member of U. B. Lived adjacent to the 
church. 


Parmer near center of Venice Twp. 
Printing firm on Ninth St., Pittsburgh, P a., where Harry G. 
Blaine learned the printing business. 


Prominent farmer of Venice Twp. living near Attica. Member 
of Mi. P. Church in Attica. 
Son of the foregoing. 


An academy ccenducted by Prof. J. Fraise Richards in Fostoria, 
Ohio, in 1875. Former head of the old Republic, Ohio, 
Academy. 


Farmer of Richmond Twp., Huron Co. Formerly lived in Carroll 
Co. Husband of Hannah Pearch. _ 

Venice Twp. farmer, formerly of New Jersey.; married Hannah 
Elizabeth Moore, daughter of Maurice and Hannah (Davies) 
Moore. Moved back to N. J. in 1879 or 1880 and died there. 
Son, Chester Philhower, returned to Ohio about 1891 and is 
now &@ resident of Willard, Ohio 


District school in Norwich Twp. 

Farmer in Norwich Twp. Husband of Rebecca Jane Shanks who 
was a@ sister of James Shanks. , 

& Norwich Twp. farmer, 1875. 


A roommate of Harry G. Blaine at N.W.Normal School, 1875. 
Pastor Swemp Church (Union Pisgah), 1875. 
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Richards, Prof. 


Schenck, Lottie 
Seavolt, Della 


" Scott 
Sheeley, Andrew 
sr. 
" "Andy" 


" Christ. 


Thomas, Miss M. 
Van Liew, Mrs. E. 
Vogel, E. and P. 
Willoughby, Simon 


Wurts, Maurice 


Young America 
Press 


J. Fraise Richards, prop. N. w. Normal School, Fostoria. 


H. G. Blaine bought a watch from her in 1875 for $15. 
Daughter of Mrs. Lydia Seavolt who was married to Andrew 
Sheeley Sr. in 1878. Della was married to Cornelius B. 
Tudor, of Chicago Jct., an employes of the Bis1.007 Ollie, 

in 1877 or 1878. She had been engaged to H.G.B. during 
1876 but broke the engagement. 

Brother of Della, also Henry Seavolt. Lived on the "Ola 
Hicks farm" at county line in Richmond Twp. at Tiffin Road. 
Pather of Andrew Jr., or "Andy". Lived on Tiffin Road near 
county line, across the road from the Hicks farm where was 
the home of Scott Seavolt. Was married to Mrs. Lydia Sea- 
volt, widow, in 1878. 

Son of the foregoing. Lived in a small house on corner of 
father's farm. 

Blacksmith and farmer living on county line road bordering 
east Side of W.F.Leonard farm. 


H.G.B.'’s Rhetoric teacher at N.W.Normal School, Fostoria. 


Resident of Norwich Twp. 1875. Had sons: Steward, Andrew, 
W. Oscar, the latter in later years husband of Emme Shanks. 
Farmers of Richmond Twp. 


Farmer, Norwich Twp. Son of Arthur Willoughby and brother 
of Isaac and Harry. 

A fermer of Norwich Twp. 1875. Later a resident of Attica 
where he was in the hardware business with Robert Armatage 
under the firm name of Armatage & Wurts. 


Printing press in the office of The Fostoria Herald, 1875. 
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